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From: Commanding Officer' 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Carrier Division ONE 

( 2 ) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

( 3 ) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

( 4 ) Commander Air Forces, Pacific Fleet 

( 5 ) Commander in Chief , U.3, Pacific Fleet 

Sub j : Action Report for the period, 1^ August 1951 to 21 September 

1951 

(a) OpNav Instruction 3430.4 

(!) CVG 5 Action" aeport for the period IS Aug^^*^ to 

19 September 1951 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the' 
period IS August 1951 through 19 September 1951 is hereby sub- 
mitted : - 



Ref: 

End 



PaRT I Composition of Own Forces and Iiission: 

1. During the period of this report, Task Force 77 was com- 
posed of the following units: USS ESSEX iCV9), COHCARDI? ONE, 

RaDi-i J. PERaY , UsN embarked: USs 30N HOH'iE RICPV*RD (CV31): USS 
BOXER (CV21): COIaCARDiV THREE, RADi-i W.’ C. TOMEIoON, USN em- 
barked: USS NEW JERoSI (B:62) , COHSSVEKTHI’LT, VaDM H. II. HhRTIN, 
USN, embarked} Uoo HELENA ( Ca75 ) ; COKCRUDIV THREE, RADM. R.E. 

LIBBY , 'JsN, embarked: Use TOLEDO (Cal33): USs LOS ANGELES (CA135) 
and unit s of Destroyer - Divisions 12 , 51 , - 13 1 132 , . 151 , 171 > . and 
Escort Destroyer Division ll and 21, OTC was COKCARDIV ONE, 

2, During the subject period, the USS SoSEX (CV9) operated off 

the east coast of Rorea in accordance vd.th CTF 77 Operation Order 
No, 22-51} plus supplemental plans and orders issued during the 
period.,’ " a, ■ ' ■ ■ ■ . . ' 

The, mission of TF 77 was ^ primarily, to support the United 
Nations ground forces in Korea, which was advancing north of the 
3Sth parallel. The support missions included close support} deep 
support, armed and photo reconnaissance^ interdiction of enemy 
supply lines, and strikes against enemy installations, 

PART' H: CHRONOLOGY: ■' - ^ ' 

(Particulars regarding loss of aircraft are covered in 
.g,':;Vg CaG 5 ' reports) ' ^ 



ORIGINAL 

■ ■ ■■ . ■ --J • ; " ^ 






18 August O6OOK - Underway from Yokosuka, Japan for combat operat- 
ing area in accordance with COMCAIiDIV 0N.3 dispatch 17H54Z 
August.- . --- 



During the period 18 to 21 August, 1951^ the ship was ma- 
neuvered to avoid typhoon "l-iAiiGE", Keavyswells resulted 
in slight damage to thd ship. See PiliiT IV, 

21 August At 0014K, the ship experienced a roll of 25°» During the 

afternoon the Air group conducted familiarization flights, 
2052K, USS ANDEASON (DD786) joined the ship as escort, 

22 August Joined T? 77. Ships present included; USS KEl; JEASEY (BB62), 

USS BO.-iER (CV21), USS BON HO»iE AlCHiAlD (CV31) and various 
destroyer divxsons. Commenced combat air operations. No ser- 
ious difficulties vrere encountered at this time or subsequenv 
ly in meeting the operational commitments. This is attributed 
to the training afforded in the Hawaiian area with the Air 
Group embarked. OTC and CTF 77 was CO^iC.tiiDIV ONE, (it.DM J, 
B.SRRY)' in UBS ' ESSEX, XW9). 

23 August Conducted air operations. Afternoon ■ portion of fidght sche- 

dule cancelled due to weather, 0830K - Lost first aircraft 
and pilot, (Pilot LTJG FRANTZ) in F4U BuNo. 62920. Pilot 
became separated from Flight Leader over enemy territory 
■ in vicinity of Wonsan Harbor in instrument weather and was 
not seen or heard from thereafter, 

,24 August Conducted air operations, 0804K> 1 AD-4 Bu.Nb. 1239S7 lost 

(Pilot ENS STiilCIvL/lND) made water land- 
ing ahead of ship. Pilot rescued by helicopter, 

25 August Conducted air operations, — 

26 August Conducted adr operations. On pre-dawn launch, about 5 

. minutes after taka— off, an i^J)-4N Bu. No, 124051 was ob- 

served to burst into flame in the air and crash,' Pilot 
. and one crewman (Pilot LTJG SI'ilTH, and BLAGH, P., AT7JI) 
were not recovered, 

2? August Replenished. 

28 August Due to weather in target area and local weather conditions, 

launched only ASP f ii^t . 

29 August Conducted air operations. 




30 August . Conducted air operations. 2245K F4U-5NL Bu No. 12455$ 

(Pilot LTJG KNOX) flew into water while on down wind 
' leg of his landing pattern after completing a night 
heckler mission. Pilot rescued by screen destroyer;, 

31 August Conducted air operations, 

1 bepteraber Task 'Force replenished and conducted AA firing practice 

2 September Conducted air operations. Lost 1 F4U-4B 3u No. 97530* 

Pilot ENS B.-.Til-'i nIC was forced to bail out after plane 

caught fire enroute to tar.get area. Pilot was recover- 
ed by helicopter attached to shore bombardment , unit in 
wonsan Harbor. F2H’s taken off all flights except 
CnP due to suspected catapult hook cracks. 

3 September Conducted air operations. Lost 1 aD Bu No, 123967 

and pilot (Pilot LT SISTRUNK) due to enemy action. 

Pilot vvas seen to crash approximately 15 miles inside 
enemy territory. Lost 1 IS'F su No. 125122 (Pilot 
EKo ^:iKIlsTPiOKG ) . Control locked, due to enemy aA. 

Pilot v;as able to regain control of aircraft. Bailed 
out over friendly airfield, K-3, Plane crashed and 
burned. . 

4 September Conducted air operations. Lost 2 F9F’s 3u No, 125102 

and 127136 and pilots (Pilots LTJG BRiiI''rw£LL and LTJG 
.iSHFOlvD). Both aircraft crashed and burned in the 
vicinity of iiaengsaji, . 

5 September Task Force replenished and conducted AA firing, 

6 oeptember Conducted air operations. 

7 oeptember Conducted air operations, 0730-0630K conducted AA 

firing practice . 1 AD Bu No . 123990 v;as hit by enemy 

aA fire and v;as ditched off Wonsan Harbor. Pilot 
ODE GRAY vjas rescued by shore bombardment destroyer, 

G September Conducted air operations. Lost 1 F4U-4B 3u. No, 

62,974 due to enemy action; pilot LTJG wOFJilKG^was 
rescued by shore bombardment destroyer after flying 
his damaged plane from over enemy territory to the 
vicinity of -aonsan I-Iarbor. Lost 1 AD Bu No. 123949 
and pilot, LTJG PARSE due to enemy action.. He was 
observed making a bombing run when his plana burst into 
flames, crashed and exploded in enemy territory, CU- 
, 64$9, F2 H’s reassigned to all flights vjith no ex- 
ternal ordnance howe vert' 

9 September Task Force replenished. 



10 September Conducted air operations. 



DECLASSIFIED 



11 September Conducted air operations. On landing^ lost 1 F2H BuNo 1249$3 

(Pilot LTJG TRiSA.Dl/iiiiL) on taxiing from arresting gear, lost all 
braking power, plane rolled over side. Pilot rescued by helicop- 
ter, . Vr-/. , -I ':. '■ ' ' 

12 September Conducted air operations, ’ - 



13 September Task Force replenished. At 15001 launched recco, strike flights. 

14 September Conducted air operations. At 18301 lost 1 AIM BuNo, 124762, Land- 

ing hook cau^t catapult bridle on take-off and bridle wrapped 
aroxmd vertical horizontal stabilizer. , Excessive vibration set ip 
and pilot was forced to ditch inside the screen. Pilot LT O'BRIEN 
and crewmen were rescued by- helicopter and destroyer. 



15 September Air operations i^ere limited due to weather over the target area. 

Weather recco, CAP and ASP only flights launched. 

16 September Cohducted air operations. At 18231 F2H BuNo, 124968 (Pilot LTJG 

iCELLlR) with air brakes extended made an approach for a deferred 
. .emergency landing having been in a mid-air collision prior to re- 
turn to the ship, vvheels touched deck but aircraft immediately be- 
came airborne, cleared all three barriers, landed forward on flight 
deck, and crashed into aircraft parked forward (starboard) on 
flight deck. Total loss of aircraft; 2 F2H BuNos. 234978, 124966, : 
and 2 F9F BuNos 235131 and 125128, destroyed by fire. Personnel 
casualties included 3 known dead, 4 missing and 16 injured. Damages 
to the ship are listed in PART IV, However, damages did not prevent 
continued air operations, but ajQ. starboard catapult launches were 
discontinued until inspection and testing of the starboard catapult 
revealed no damage, ' ■ 



17 September Conducted air operations. 

18 September Conducted air operations in the forenoon. At 11151 joined replen- 

ishment forces to replenish, 

19 September Conducted air operations. At 06061 1 AD BuNo 123991 (Pilot LT 

BRYANT) lost power on take-off, aircraft made water landing ahead, 
of ship and sank. Pilot recovered by ESSEX helicopter. At 17121 
ESSEX left formation in company with USS HELStJA, CORTDESDIV 21 
less USS h^AIJuEH, to proceed to Yokosuka, Japan for limited avail- 
ability in accordance with C(li7THFLT dispatch 130008Z September, 

20 September Enroute to Yokosuka, Conducted AA firing practice with towed 

sleeves. 
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21 September 
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Enroute to Yokosuka. Conducted AA firing practice. Arrived Yokosul^; 
moored port side to Piedmont Pier 17421* • , 



PART III OPDNANCE: 

1, Expenditure of Air Ordnance* . 

See enclosiire (l) 

2, Expenditure of Ship's Ordnance for training, 

11)968 rds 
1,478 rds 
385 rds 



20 MM 
3 "50 Cal 
5 "38 Cal 



3, Comment on Performance of Ordnance 1-iaterial and Equipment, 



a, 3 percent of the bomb vanes for 1,000 pound bombs v;ere received vrith bad 
spot-welds. The vanes fell apart when tested for tightness, Hiis is considered 
dangerous in that tail fuzes could be armed in the air, 

b. Several bombs of all t^rpes were received ^'d.th frozen nose and tail plugs, 
making it impossible to fuze them, 

c* Mark 6 and Mark 8 parachute flares are received in double suspension. Sin- 
gle suspension must be jury-rigged. The suspension band received ivith these flares 
cannot be locked on the wing racks. Experienced two cases where aircraft dropped 
flares on the fligjit deck, one on an arrested landing, and one during a catapult 
launch, 

d. Napalm powder received in lot ?fNY 51175 snd NY 5884, manufactured by the 
Ferro Enamel Company, was in a lumpy condition, apparently due to moisture pene- 
tration, The color had turned a bright yellow, powder in this condition made a 
poor mixture and in most cases had to be jettisioned, ; . 

.'n 

^ ‘ e. Plark 77 fire bombs are considered impractical for carrier use, especially’*' 

when the reload time is short. These bombs require at least three men to assemble 
i and considerable time to fuze. During the assembly, the slightest dent or sqrape 
i on the connecting surfaces causes leaks, Japanese tanks or Mark 12, belly tanks 
can be hung in 10 seconds, and filled in 7 to 10 minutes under normal operating 
conditions, and are inexpensive, 

f. Bomb skids should come equipped -with spare hold-down straps and chains, 

g. Ships should have a bomb disposal officer and bomb disposal team oh board,/ 
There have been several cases of fuzed bombs having fallen off -aircraft on arrest- 
ed landings. t present, there are no bomb disposal personnel assigned,' \ 

h. A number of 250 pound G.P, bombs have been received ivith suspension lugs 
that are unsuited for use ^-d-th the Hark 55 bomb rack installed in the F4U-5NL, 
AB-2, and AD-N aircraft. The top angle of the suspension lug support bracket was 
too great to allow the bracket to be received and held by the recessed suspension 
hook of the Mark 55 rack. 









PART IV BATTL3 DAMAGS: 



1, Ship, 



a. No. battle damage ws.s sustained by the ship* 



b, Bhroate to combat operating area during period 1^21 August, ship encotirn 
tered heavy weather and suffered following damages in the forecastle area: 



(1) Seven 3'*/50 ready service lockers were broken loose \>hen sides of look- 
ers separated from the locker bottom. One of these lockers was washed overboard^^ 



(2) Twenty-two battle helmets were washed overboard. 



(3) One protective clothing locker, t 3 ^e "A", complete with contents was ■ 
washed overboard. 



(4) One 0»B.A, locker (H-0, B.A, capacity) v/as washed overboard. This lock-' 
er had been emptied and the contents turned over to the repair locker, I 



( 5 ) One-inch steam line (steam heat for secondary conn) was smashed. 



(6) Snpty case stowage bin located under mounts 32 (port side of bow) was 
caved in, one support member broken and another badly bent. The capacity of this 
bin has been decreased approximately 20^, 



( 7 ) Empty case stowage bin under mount 31 (starboard side) is caved in 
slightly, decreasing the stowage capacity approximately 2p, 



(8) Two ring-type buoys washed overboard and one of the stowage bracket^-is 
bent and is not usable. 



( 9 ) The catwalk forward of secondary conn was caved in* 



( 10 ) Gasoline line and support brackets were bent out of line (port side^, 

( 11 ) The forweird I'K 63 director (no. 31) was slightly damaged and has been 
repaired by the ship^s force, 

( 12 ) The two forward 3" mounts were only damaged to the extent that all 
inspection plates and all junction boxes were filled v/ith salt water and had to ’ 
be dried out. One inspection plate on mount 31 (train stop buffer) was slightly 
bent. All discrepancies on the mounts have been corrected by the ship’s, force, 

( 13 ) The MK 25 I4od 1 antenna momting and the associated parts of the NK ' 
34 J'fed 6 radar which is part of the MK 63 hiod 11 gun fire control system was 
severely damaged and required replacement. 




• (14) The ladder leading to director 31 was slightly bent and has been ^ 

straightened by the ship's force. 

(15) 4hiro life rafts, rectangular, balsam wood, twenty-five person capac- 
ity, with all associated equipment v/ere carried away from, storage at frame 42 > 
port side, 

(16) A split seam in the underwater hull in Compartment A-601-AS (chain 
locker), about two feet below water line, 

c» As a result of the crash on deck 16 September the ship suffered the be3.o;^ 
listed damages, . , 

(1) Approximately 500 linea.r feet flight deck planking burned, 

(2) 1500 sq. feet of deck planking charred, 

(3) S stanchions on for^vard starboard catwalk destroyed. 

^^) 24 sq feet of catwalk damaged. 

(5) 1 inclined ladder damaged, 

(6) 155 feet (various size) of electrical cable d^JIlaged. 

(7) 2 light fittings destroyed. 

(8) 3 pn sound-powered phones destroyed. 

(9) 2 jimction boxes destroyed, 

(10) 6 stuffing tubes destroyed. 

(11) 130 ft, 1 and 1/4" gas hose destroyed. -- 

(12) 1 quarter-inch gas nozel destroyed, 

(13) 2 ship's twin 20M gun moiints with M 20 sights destroyed. 

d. Damage inflicted on tlie enemy. 

See enclosure (l), 

e. Damage inflicted on ESSEul aircraft. 

See enclosure (1), 

PART V PERSOMiL FEid^OffliAI^Ca .iND CnSUALTLtS: : . 

1, Performance, 

a. Performance of duty and morale has been excellent. 




a. There were no personnel casualties suffered by ship’s corapariy personnel 
as a result of enemy action. 



b. The plane crash and resiiltant fire vfhich, occvired on the flight deck on 
16 September caused the fol3.owing casualties among ship’s cccipany: 



Two enMsted missing and presumed dead. 

Seven enlisted injured, 

c. Total personnel casualties (liSSHX and Air Group 5) 





Dead 


Woxmded 


Missing 


Injured 


Total 


Officers 


6 


2 


1 


3 


12 


Enlisted 


3 


0 


4 


13 


20 


Total 


9 


2 


5 


16 


32 


Of the above ca 


sualties. 


the fo3.1ovring 


op'cured on 


, 16 September when ap 


F2H plane bounced over a 


11 barriers and crashed 


into parks 


d planes 


on the forwa: 


end of the flight deck: 














Dead 


V/ounded 


Missing 


Injured 


Total 


Officers 


1 


• 0 


0 


3 


4 


Enlisted 


2 


0 


4 


13 


19 * 


Total 


3 


0 


4 


16 


23 


Of the sixteen 


injuries. 


fourteen were 


burn cases 


and thre 


e Mere fra,c- 


tures, one case having a 


. fracture 


of the femur 


as we3JL as 


extmsive 


second de- 



gree b^u:*ns. This case and one other bum case were classified as critical. Eight 
cases were serious and two of the remaining siac cases required hospitalization. \ 
All cases ^^ere treated on board until 21 September, ^vhen the critical and seriour 
cases were transferred to the Naval Hospital, Yokosuka, Japan. cases survive* 
this ’-eriod, 

P.lRT VI COimNTS: 

1, Engineering, ■ ^ 

a. The Engineering Department epqjeriencod no casioalties during this opera- 
tional period. 

b, Steaming data. 

(1) Miles Stcsiaed 16 August (12CX)I) 19 September 12,643 

(2) Average speed 15*S 



B 





■' DECLASSIFIED 



( 3 ) Fuel oil received from tankers (gallons) 1,871,303 

( 4 ) Fuel oil delivered to destroyers (gallons) 457 726 

( 5 ) Fuel oil consumed by ESSiiX (gallons) 1,830,806 



c . Rec ormendat ions , 



None, 



2* Supply, 




a. Aviation Supply, 

( 1 ) The current section B allowance lists are most usefxil as guides for 
quantities to be carried and a base of augmentation of items required vmder war- 
time conditions. Heavy operating schedules and dama.ge to aircraft surfaces from • 
anti-aircraft and small arms fire have necessitated constant revision of high and 
lovir limits on the following groups of items: 

(a) All aircraft surfaces. 

(b) xiircraft paints, waxes and kydrolube, 

(c) Nose \irheel, ma,in wheel, and main wheel struts, 

(d) Accessorius, pumps and reservoir assemblies, 

(e) Firing assemblies, 

(f) 1‘iark 55 bomb racks. 

In addition to the above, there are a number of fleet-controlled 
items which require A.0,B, priority "A" proctirement, 

( 2 ) The Aviation Stores Ship, USS XT-ITJR, has been able to supply about 
71 percent of the items requested, excluding F2H-2 parts v.hich are requisitioned- 
directly from ASO, Oakland. The logistic support offered by the JUPITAR is con- 
sidered to be excellent. However, the AVS might be able to provide more complete 
replenishments by stocking selected parts not listed in tJie Section '*B" /allowance 
List, since most AOG’s aboard the SSS’iCX originate from a lack of parts not stock- 
ed nor intended to be stocked aboard a carrier. 



( 3 ) A list of high usage and short supply items thoroughly coordinated 
would be of value. However, operating experience with GAG 19 -and CaG 5 2 nd the . 
receipt of marked— up ailavance lists from other carriers indicates considerable 
variation in requirements, A screening process w'ould be beneficial if the conn ^ 
posite were promulgated, A : 



r 
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(1) No major replenishment of GSK stores have been madey: or. r^ The 

only requisitions of: axiy large quantities yere submitted to the US3 CASTM while 
in Yokosuka, upon first arri^dng in the Far ii^st. Approximately' eight;^^^ 

cent of the items requested from the CASTOR' were furnished.^ None of the remain- . 
ing fifteen percent of items not furnished were in the critical category. 

( 2 ) While at sea, a few critical items of the BuShips and Electronics 
spares have been obtained, from other ships or received from the carrier on deck 
delivery' plane (COD) after requisitioning from ComServDiv 3i» The ESSEX- has been 
able to reciprocate in furnishing like items to the other ships in the Task Force* 
This exchange between ships is most helpful and advantageous. 

c. Ship's Store, 

( 1 ) Ship's Stores sales have averaged ;:?20,000 a month for the period re-r 
ported on. The inventory Ihnitation of $125, 000 requires greater velocity of turn- 
over in the bulk stores and requires ca-reful selection of stocks as well as ex- 
acting planning for replenishment of all items carried. 

( 2 ) The la.undry is now operating on a 24-hour basis, 5 days a week. This 
work time has been reduced from a seven day ro\xnd-the -clock work week and has re- 
sulted in a fresh water saving, of approximately 35,000 gallons a week, 

( 3 ) Hours of operation of the Ship's Stores are from 0900 until 2030, 

( 4 ) A system of cigarette rationing has been in effect since commission- 
ing date. Each man and officer is re-yuired to have a cigarette ration card which 
is issued by the Ship's Adirdnistr at ion Office prior to making purchases of Tax ■ 
Free cigarettes. These ration cards entitle e^ich holder to purchaseone carton of 
cigarettes per week. 

dv Commissary 

( 1 ) No difficulty has been experienced in the Coramissarj'; Group, The log-r 
istic support in this area has been excellent. However, it is suggested that a 
list of available fresh fruits, vegetables, and new and uncommon items be fur- 
nished the operating forces as a basis for the submission of recpiisitiohs, 

( 2 ) Night rations are being furnished men actually engaged in night work. 
At present this involves only ebout 50 men. Ihe ration consists of two nieat sand- 
wiches, one piece of fruit and a pastry ration. The ration, is drawn. by , a; member . 
of the working group and is taken to the men at their stations. Coffee . is fur- 
nished by the individual divisional coffee messes. Rolls, jams and coffee are 
served to one -half hour before flight qua.rters when earl 3 r morning flights are 
scheduled. Cookies, cake, or toast; and jam and coffee a,re served to the flight 
deck crew for 15 minutes after flight qua.rters on the evenings of late strikes. 

It is further planned to have hot soup available at the battle feeding stations 
for all flight deck personnel. 



* ' Intelligence: ‘ V'i - ♦ ^ ^ ' 

■ ; ' 4 . 4.io.i e,uip.e„t. ^ declassified ; . 

• The Intelligence Office on the JSSSEX is well equipped ejad air-condition- 
ed. v/orking space is adequate but storage spcice inadequate, Coramunications con- 
sist of one ship’s phone, one 2JG sound-powered phone and two intercom vmitsj 
very adequate. One important change reconintended is that sliding pl 3 rwood floor 
to overhead chart boards replace the expensive cork panel on the after bulkhead, 

A hi^ degree of intelligence data is classified secret. This necessi- 
tates m?.king most of the file cabinets secret. Hecoramend the large size safe be 
eliminated and two more file cabinets substituted. 

Each ready room should have a small built-in pe.rtition and desk in the 1 
rear for debriefing and for the general uae of the squadron AIO, This is neces- 
sary even to the extent of removing some rear ready room seats. 



On ESSEX type carriers a window ghould be cut between the Intelligence 
Office and Heady Room Three so as to enable the teletj’pewriter to be seen by th 
AIO, 

A space near the Air Intelligence Office should be designated for Photo 
Interpretation. Print Shop Ko.2 is nov^ being used for this purpose, 1 file cab- 
inet in the Jiir Intelligence Office can be set aside as photo files, A separate 
space should be provided for annotation. Part of the gunner 3 '’ training room is 
not being u^ed for annotation of prints. 



b. Personnel, 

Prior to arriving at. the combat area the Intelligence Officer should be 
assigned tv/o assistants. The Photd Intebpreteb should be one of these if his 
v/ork does not require f\ill-timo photo interpreter work. It ‘is not necessary for 
the assistants to have attended an intolligence school, . 

; ■ ... ■ . _ h ■ ^ ■ • . .... .. . .. • ' 

-■ iJhen in combat, a 24-hour watch is necessar;^ in the Intelligence Office, 
This 'necessitates a minimum of three ship’s enlisted personnel, all of whom must 
be able to typewrite, -A h ! 

c, ^^aps, Charts and Grids. 

ComAirPac and CINCPAC did an acce silent job in supplying maps and charts. 
The job of storage should be simplified if t|ie operating area could be predeter'- ' 
mined at ConbiirPac and eliminate those maps and charts for which obvisously there 
will be no demand, a A A v 



d. Briefings Prior to Entering Combat* • ■ , 

The best method of obtaining, combat information of intelligence opera- 
tion in the area is to have one or two AIO @o to. the fonfard area on TAD orders. 
Such officers cm either be Mr Group or shipaAIO^s. The ESSEX did this and 
much valuable information obtained,. 



Operations, 



It is suggested that Intelligence Officers ha.ve free access to shore based 
intelligence activities, .This policy was ‘followed by the ESSEX in its pre— deploy— 
aent period and from the,; results obtained, the time was well spent. It wa,s ' f ovind ' 
that by following the first alternative of Ta.sk Force 77 Air Intelligence Hand- ; 
book ’’Suggestions for Responsibilities of Ship and iiir Group /iIO", misunderstandf.s> 
ings wei-e largely eliminated. Basically it involves separation of responsibilitior 
rather than grouping a.ll intelligence imder one responsibility, 

f. Target Dossier. 

It was. foT-uid that the usage of this material did not justify the time in- // 
volved in keeping it up. It is suggested that distribution of such should be re-> jj 
strieted to staff level., , 



g. Recognition, 

The material avialable is adequate but the responsibility of instructing 
the a.ppropriate ship's personnel should be ‘I'hat of the training officer. The /dr 
Intelligence Officer shoTold be responsible for only getting th-j material aboard, 

4. ' Navigation, 

iistronomical observations wore taken regularly vdth occasional overcast sky , 
conditions obscuring the horizon and celestin.1 bodies, iiadar navigational infor- 
mation has been excellent, Loran navigation has b-;;en usable on3-y during the eve- 
ning and- morning sightings. • . 



5. Communications, 




G:‘dJER.^i 



Reporting- on station in the operating area, ESSEX immediately . relieved as task 
force flagship. The resultant increases in circuit gua.rd responsibilities, in - 
voliime of radio and visual traffic, and in over-all demands placed upon both per- 
sonnel and equipment called for a rapid and effective adaptation to the expan- 
sion of corrLmunic'.tion activities. Having obtained valuable inf ornmtion from re- 
ports distributed prior to arrival in the combat zone and receiving excellent?'-' - 
assistance and worth-while suggestions from experienced staff and ship commun- 
icators .of carriers (on the line and being relieved), the ship ^vas prepared in 
'/ no small degree for what might be expected of comm-unications in the operating • 
area. In general, those- problems ivhich were most difficult to solve were concern- 
ed wi-th the preparation, routing and handling of messages, Ship-to-ship, ship-to- 
shore, and ship-to-aircraft conmunications were highly satisfactory during this 
period. Conditions vhich have tended to qualify this evalua,tion are considered . 
below, 27A conversion, a.s it applies to commxinications| has put ESSEX communica,- 
tions in a very fs,vorable position, to perform operational commitments. At the ■ 
same time, it cannot be too strong3.y emphazied that an opera.tional maintenance, 
progr-am is absolutely essential to optimum communications. The matter deserves 
the greatest consideration due to the almost continuous operation, especially in 
resp ect to I'iHF/H? transmitting eqiiipment, Recommendatiens for impi'ovpjoent of 







(ibnmixnica’tions are indicated below, 

: CW Cli^CUITS 

The frequency allocation for communications with Joint Operation$ C!ontjcdl, f 
Korea‘s leaves much to be desired. Under the present allocation, one CvC fi'equency ■ 
(D188) is a.vailable* Since this frequency is in the lower range of the HF* band, | 
it is not v;ell-adapted to night (dusk-to-dawn) •mission., Shiployme nt of th e high j 
frequency now used for voice communications with JOC v/ould be ideal for this pur- 
pose,’ 

voica CIRUITS ' 

Recommendations have been made to the .Fifth Air Force by the pre'vious task 
force coimnander for a r^syis^n nf,_the,,fnequ.gncy..., alloc atiQn...f,oX-.feQ..circ^^ with 
JOC . Korean At present-three voi ce freq u e ncies are employed; only one (D189) is 
satisfactory* The high frequency mentioned above is onl3r reasonably satisfactory. . 

In the VHF bo,nd, the 'frequency designated . C4.2C appears to be employed for a 
number of pur poses which has overloaded the circuit. The frequency is used as 
the screen common, secondarj^ tactical, gunnery control, . and admxnxstrativ'e nets# ^ 
It is recommended that Jthe secondary tactic — 

ed a separate frequency for that purpose_alone,# In the event of failure of the •. 
primar^^ tactical circuit for maintenance, the burden on C4*2C becomes too heaver 
often creating confusion bn an important circuit* 

In Flag Plot it has been necessai^r to modify the pot-selector switches in 
order to make available in each of the speaker-amplifiers all circuits which can ^ 
be remotely positioned in the five stations located in this space# , 

H^DIOTICLSTYPS CIRCUITS 

During this period of operations, a duplex xliTT circuit was set up between _ 
the ship and Radio, Tok3?"0# -.ILthough the clearance of the'" heavy volxme of ship- - 
shore and relay traffic has been erratic on this circuit, the value of the cir-. 
cuit can in no way bo underestimated* During the next in— port period it is hoped 
that arrangements vd.ll be made for improving the utilization, of this circuit, 

R;iDIO 

Considerable interference ha.s been experienced on al3. x^rave-bands during the - 
thirty days* operations covered by this report* Incidents of suspected , enemy jam— 
ming have been reported and lorv/arded- to the staff for relay to cognizant commands 
Interference on a local basis as\ a result of faulty equipment (including equip- 
ment- operated on the flight deck and in other parts of the ship) has been thor- „ 
oughly investigated and corrective action taken# 











aNTSI-W/. install\tion 



DECLASSIFIED 



Frequent attention has had to be given to the iopfa.rd and after whip antemase 
A schedule has been set up for the cleaning and lubricating of this equipment. • 

PmSONl'HL ' : 



Officers: During this period the foUo\'d.ng officer requirements have been 

established; CWO's (3) ; Assistant Cl/O's (3); Cryptographers (6), 



Enlisted: Allocation of personnel has been as follows: Radio (55 and 

TE*s — including postal clerks); Main Coninunicr'tions (25 TE>s assigned duties as 
clerks, write-up men and messengers); Signe,ls (2S). 



Discussion: 0n3.y after a number of changes a,nd frequent shifting of person- 

nel has this distribution proved to be the most efficacious pla.n. Augmentation of 
the ship’s force by three staff officers ?.nd tvrelve enlisted personnel has made 
this plan possible. Experience is proving the best teacher and it is hoped that 
b3'" the time of the next a.ction report it will, be possible to present a definite 
and detailed outline and pattern of personnel needs and the fulfillment of those 
needs on a carrier-task force flagship. 



6. Aerology, 
GENSR'IL 



The period began x«.th the operating area under the influence of a southeaster- 
ly circulation co.used bj^ the typhoon 'it diGE" xvhich had become nearly, stationary 
off the coast of Shanghai. On 22 August, ”M,i'ii^GE" began to regenera.te as an extra- 
tropical cyclone and move north-eastward crossing Korea on 23 August, causing un- 
desirable flying conditions to prevail throughtout the daj'-. 

This began the period of transition from the southerly monsoon to the northeiv 
ly monsoon.- iiumerous weak cold front or trough passages occured but generally with 
little effect on the weather other than wind direction and velocity, 

Gnly on 27 August, when a low pressure sj^’shem developed over the Yellow Sea 
and" moved eastward across Korea, where flight operations curtailed by undersirable 
flying weather. 

Surface wind velocities average over 10 knots on 13 of the 29 da^/'s in the , 
operating area. Generally there was a noticeable decrease in velocity during the-; 
afternoon and light and variable winds during the afternoon prevailed on 9 days.A 

GOMMUNICnTIONS- 

a, Fi\CSBJLE. . '• 

Weather. charts received via the ' facsimile equipment installed in the- Aer- 
ological Laboratoiy were unsatisfact-oiy for the' foUovj-ing reasons: 



RADIO PHOTO UNIT #5 TOKYO 



Reception' very good during . daylight hours 90 % readable j very b<?.d at night 
15 % readable, - * 

(B) Insufficient useful weather charts transniit ted, 0n3.y one surface chart (10 
hours old) and one 700 i3 chart (13 hours old). 

aIk FORCiii iJI TOKIO (Frequency shift — shared with R/iTT, - not simultaneous) 

(A) Reception very good during daylight hours 90% readable; very bad at night 
15 % readable. Schedule irregular, 

(B) Insufficient useful weather charts transmitted. No surface charts, 

AIR FORCIi) AT TOKYO (90% frequency shift) 

(a) Reception fair; only about 5C% of charts readable, 

AIR FORCK aT TOKYO (Sub-carrier frequency modulation - R.'.TT. and facsimile 

transmitted simultaneously) 

(A) Unable to copy, 

C0Mx..^S 

Number of weather charts transmitted by radio photo unit #5 wc.s increased on 
17 September to include three surface charts and two briefing charts. /Ji addition- 
al increa,se to four surfa.ce cha.rts, two 850 I>3 charts rnd two 700 13 charts is de- 
sired, 

b. R.3I0 T3AilTYP3 - 

Reception of wea.ther reports from /uiCS Tokyo by ra,dio teletj?pe in the .ler- . 
ological Office was considered good during dayli.ght hours (85%) and very bad at- 
night ( 50%). During period of outages AACS Guam was copied vdth only fair results 

COi'lIENTS 

■ \ 

The most important reports , the Korean, were lost due to outa.ge of the Tokyo 
RiiTT at the most important time, prior to first launch. Later in the day Carrter . 
Pilot Reports were able to fill this gap. During the early part of the period 
3182 kc s' (Tokyo) Was able to be copied with better than average results. Later in 
the period no signal was hoard, on this frequency, 

7. Administration : 

The overall complement of the vessel in some departments is not adequate under 
extended combat operating conditions. It is believed that an increase in ship’s 
company personnel to augment the following departmental personnel is required to 
effect a maximum degree of efficiency during ert ended operations londer combat 

15 . 



DEGLASSIFIED 

41 men for handling crev;s» . 

26 men for gasoline detail, . 

3 men for catapult, • 

85 Elen for airjnunition replenishment, 

22 men for ordnance and bomb break out, 

8, iiir Department, 

During the period covered by this report, there were 1884 landings made a- 
board. The arresting gear operated normally in all respects and only routine main- 
tenance wa.s required. 931 catapult shots ware made, 373 on the starboard maxhine 
and 558 on the port. Operation of the catap\ilts was satisfactory during this per- 
iod, however, on throe occasions launches were held up for a period of minutes due 
to a loss of electric power. It is believed that this was duo to an overloading of 
the generators that feed paver to the catapult system, and has been corrected. 
During normal operaotion when launching ^et aircraft, planes were launched in secr- 
tions, the second plane being catapulted approximately three seconds after the 
first. Launching in this manner will bo increasingly important during periods of 
poor visibility, when it will be especiallj'- desirable for the sections to remain 
joined up, Ivhen launching night hecklers or xiS? planes, only one catapult was used 
since the other half of the flight deck forward could bo utilized for parking 
planes on the bow. 

Gasoline end lube oil expenditures were as follows: Gasoline, 1,020,507 g^il-! 
loruvsj 1120 lub oil, 8,234 gallons; 1010 lube oil, 3,809 gallons. 



condition's : 



. The handling of two types of jet aircraft initiallj'' presented several prob- 
lems which are in the process of being smoothed out. The biggest problem with the 
F2H aircraft is in the inability to fold or spread the ivings with gas in the tip 
tanks. This has required that the tip tanks not be gassed until the plane is in 
a permanent parking spot, ready to be taxied out and up to the catapult for. , ; 
launch. It has been foimd that the most convenient -spot for parking has been just 
aft of the number tw^o elevator on the port side, with the tail angled outboard ' 
and the wings interlocked. In this manner, the wing tip tanks can be gassed, and 
all the planes scheduled for the launch parked with a minimum use of space. In . 
the case of a dud%aircraft, there are only t:vo' things that can be done if pianos 
are to bo deck launched after the jets are off. If there is only one dud, it o?.n 
be parked forward of the island, if the nose is angled inboard and the tail park- 
ed over the side. This allows just enough room for the prop aircraft to be deck 
launched. In the case of two duds, the second dud must be put on the number two • 
elevator and dropped to the hanger deck level ivhere it must be left until the 
launch is completed. The tip tanks must be degassed, in order to fold- wings and 
stow the aircra.ft, ' 



r 



A tail tow. bar has been developed by flight deck personnel; for rearward tow- 
ing of the F2H by tractor. This has been accomplished by adding a cushioned sad- 
dle to the universal tew bar which supports the after fuselage of the aircraft 



when being towed rearward. 

In view of the recent casualty suffered by this vessel, when an F2H aircraft ; 
bounced and went over all barriers, it is strongly reconaended that a higher baj*- 
rioade be installed on the flight deck in order to prevent any repetition of this 
type accident, j 

9. Photography, . ■ 

a. Aerial Film Dryers, , : 

, During this first period of opera.tions, laboratory personnel experienced 
difficulty in drying aerial film fast enough to meet'' operational requirements. 

Two (2) aerial film dr3''ers (SN ElS-d-796 iidre A-5) w^ere being used in the 
chemical mixing room of the laboratory. The high moisture content in the air made 
it almost impossible to dry the aerial film in any reasonable length of time. The 
two (2) aerial film dryers were relocated in one of the upta.ko spaces near the ' 
photographic laborc.tory. The uptake space furnished the required dry heat to dry 
the aerial film when operating the dryers at maximum speed, (iiaximum speed of thi 
type dryer is five (5) feet per minute.) : 

b. Photo enlarging paper. 

Prints being produced on photographic roll paper SN E18-P-328-503 (for 
use ;d.th Sonne printer, Plapid Resisto manufactured by 3astnm,n Kodak and Company) 
are being marked vrith yellow-brown bloches. These bloches were, first noticed dur- 
ing the first week of operations. The bloches at first vrere believed to be caused 
from mishandling by photographic personnel. One roll of paper, half of which ^iras 
blocked the other half free of bloches, was found. It is now the opinion of the. 
Photographic Officer that the bloches are the results of poor photographic paper. 

An RUM lias been submitted, A detailed report will be submitted on the 
operations of the photographic laboratory in the next report of the next opera- 
tional period. 
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i)EaASSIF(ED AFTER 12 YEARS 
POD DIR S200.1Q 



Subj; Action Report for the period 1 October to 3I October 1951 
Ref; (a) OpNav Instruction 34S0,4 

Enel: (1) eVG 5 Action Report for the period 1 October to 31 October 1951 / If 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period, 1 
through 31 October, 1951, is hereby submitted. 



PART I Composition ©f Own Ferces and Mission: 



1, At various times during the period of this report. Task Force 77 was 

composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV~9), ComCarDiv ONE, RADM J, 

PERRY, USN embarkedj USS BOM HOMME RIGHiU® . (CV-31), ComCarDiv THi^, RiDM 
W. G. TOMLINSON, USN, and RaDM J. J. CLa.?K, USN embarkedj USS BOXER (CV-21), 
USS aTWIETAM (CV-36), USS NEW j:iRSEI (BB-62 ) VaDM H. M. MARTIN, CcmSEVEI\TTH 
Fleet embarkedj USS HELENA (CA-75), ComCruDiv THREE, IhJM R. E. LIBBY, USN, 
embarkedj USS TOLEDO (CA--133) GemCruDiv FIVE, R«DM F. MOOS^PpCSlR, USN, em- 
barkedj USS LOS ANGELES (CV-135), and units of Destroyer Division 31, 32, 91, 
171, 172, and Escort Destroyer Division 12, 21, 

2, During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV-9) operated off the east 
coast of Korea in accordance withCTF 77 Operations Order No, 22-51, plus 
supplemental plans and orders issued during the period. 

The mission of TF 77 was, primarily, to support the United Nations 
ground forces in Korea, which was advancing north of the 38th parallel. 

The support missions included close support, deep support, armed and photo- 
graphic reconnaissance, interdiction of eneiry supply lines, and strikes 
against enany installations. 



PART II CHRONOLOGY: 

The period 21-30 September, 1951 was spent in yard overhaul at 
Yokos’jka Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan, 

1 October, O6OO, pursuant to Com SEVENTH Fleet confidential dispatch I3OOO8Z 
of September, 1951, underway from yokosuka, Japan in company with 
USS HEIENA (CA-75), 3J.00, effected rendezvous with CortDesDiv 21, 

Conducted AA firing practice and training exercises, 

, Conducted fli^t familiarization operations. Conducted AA firing 
practice, and training exercises. 



2 October 













3 October 1420, effected r^aideavow 77 in owratj^; aarea. 

1700, RaOM J . J . CLARK, Oai, WM'f ; 0, tOMUNSON, USN, 

as OomCarDiv THREE, No air operations. ■ 

4 Octo^r Task Force replenished. Conducted Air Operations. 

5, October Conducted Air Operations, 

6 October Conducted Air Operations, 1657, 1 AD-4, BU NO. 123945, (pilot, 

LTJG TEjWSUS) was hit by 40mm M fire over CU 5168, Plane was 
observed to crash and explode. Pilot presumed killed in actiwi, 
ENS, J. W, ROCHE, W-172, made 39,000th landing on ESSEX. 

7 October Conducted Air Operations, 1600, RADM J. J. CLaRK, USN, ComCarDiv 

THREE assumed tactical conaaand of Task Force 77, v 






B October Task Force replenished. Conducted AA firing exercise, 

9 October Conducted Air Operations, 

10 October Conducted Air Operations, 

11 October Conducted Air Operations, 

12 Octeber Task Force replenished, 

. . .. ■' ■■ .■ , '' ' ■ ■ '■ 

13 October Due to poor weather over the target area, all Air Operations 

were cancelled with the exception of CAP, ASP, and weather re- 
connaissance, . , 



14 October Due to poor weather .oyer target area, all Air Operations were 
csmcelled >d.th the excepti<m of CAP, ASP, and weather reconnaissance. 
Late in the afternoon, the Task Force replenished, 

15 October Condijoted Air Operations, USS ANTIETAM* (07-36) joined Task Force, 

16 October 'Conducted Air Operations,, 1546, F2H-2, BU NO. 124951, was hit by 
AA fire at GU 2335» Plane was observed to crash and explode. Pilot 
(LCDR OXIiSY) ja*estimed. to be killed in action, 

17 October Task Force replenished. Conducted aA firing practice,’ 2040, 

RADM J. PgRRY, USN, ComCarDiv ONE, relieved iUWl J. J. CLafiK, USN, 
ComCarDiv THREE as OTC, 

18 October Conducted Air Operations, 

19 October Conducted Air Operations, Weather over target area caused can- 

cellatien of Air Operations after 1000, Task Fcroe replenished 
in the afternoon* ClnCPacFlt and Cbm7thFlt came aboard for a 
short visit with CctfiKJaiCiv ONE 



20 October Conducted Air Opewtiohs, 




22 October Condiicted Air 

23 October Task Force replenished, r^ ^ ^ 

24 Ootober Oonducted Air Operations. 

25 October Conducts^ Air OjE»rations, Cto shot niHober 2225 of the port cata^ 

. pult, sttie catapolt ^ra^ ito 
travelled aiproximately 36 inches, F2H-2, BU NO, 124959# iw^ tin-» 
able to stop, and went oyer the port bow, Piiet, (ITJG DOSS)^ ^ 
recovered by ESSEX helicopter, no injuries sustained, Lt W« BiOTANTi 
VF-54 made the 4O,0OIM;he laKiing^^^^ 6^^^^ th® 

26 October Gpnducte6^ Air pperations. 0930, AB»4> BU NO. 1123921# was h^ 

by AA fire at QFS'JOl. Plahe was ditched at sea^ and pilot 
(LTJG BUac^S) Ms resoned hy 

27 October Tash Forte raplanlshed/ Gtmducied M firing practice, 

28 October Condmted Air Operations, F4G-f4B, BU NO, 62960, w^ 

, fire at BU 7056, Plane wM observed to crash and burn. Pilot, . 
(iSiS BATSMj^) i^esxiMd 

^ ' ^,0Q0' ;milee: 'sirt® v.lv: ^ 

29 October Conducted Air Operations, The following dispatdi was received 

from CTF 77, "ESSEX SFECIaL STKTKS GBOGP TODaI 00TPERFO3MED THE 
m W WAOTE THE 

30 October Conducted Air Operations, The following disM^ch ^as received 

from Commander, Air Group FIVE, ’•AT 1546 USS; ESSEX IaNOEB THE lAST 
. ' PLANE OF THE LaSf FLIGHT TO PAdTICIPA^ IN 4HE SECONP COMBAT CHAPTER 

' WHICH IS NEARING COMPLETION X IT IS A PRIVIM TO BE A PaRT OF A 
GREAT 'FICaiTING TEAM AND share IN ACCOMPLISHMENT MADE POSSIBLE BY 
' TIRELESS EFFORT, PATIENCEj aND, COOPERij'ION X AIR GROUP FIVE 
TO EXPRESS HER P.-IDE IN BEING A Part OF ESSEX^^ 

31 Octoher Task JM;;ce re^leMshed, R^ GLARK, U^, 

, assumed tacticsG^ ccrttand of TF 77*^^: 1 pursuML te Com 

Fit confldMtial dispatM 250^6^^ depahtxire Force ' 

77 for Yokoetdca, Japan for rest, recreation, rt 

PART III ©RDNANCEtv o'- ■ ‘ 

1, , Expenditin^Vef\Air : Or(h^ 

■' See enclosure; (1): r -' -V v,; : ■ ■ 

\ _Eapendlture;of Shi^^^^ .Orinance fer'-^ 

■// ■■ . ; aO.'MM;' ■■ : f ' 



3* Conmeant on Performahce of Ordnance Matefial. 

a. Parachute Flares, 

No parachute flares were used as jury rig for single suspension 
mentioned in previous report was considered unreliable for catapulting and 
it is usual practice to catapult pre-dawn and nigHbheckler aircraft. 

b». Working Spaces, 

'\ 

The ship’s aviation ordnance crew is badly in need of work and stowage 
space to be used as a spare parts and tool issue room. The sjhip’s aviation 
ordnance crew is required to supply the Air Group with all turnover material, 
yet does not have ancadequate space to use as a spare paints and issue room, 

20 MM space to be used when 20 MM batteries are removed as indicated in 
ShipAlt No. 225. 

9 ' 

c» Hung Ordnance ’ 

This vessel has experienced many cases of hung ordnance, vdierein it 
has been impossible for the pilots to expend all bombs or rockets, and have 
landed aboard with one or more. In sever! cases, the impact of an arrested 
landings has jarred the bomb or rocket loose from the rack and caused it to 
travel pp the deck as far as the forward elevator. This is exceedingly danger- 
ous, especially in view of the fact that generally, there are parked aircraft, 
forward on. the flight deck, withoith^e loaded for the next strike, 

4, Confirmed effort will be made by this command to eliminate malfunctions 
in bomb racks. However, it hasTaeen noted in Action Reports of other carrier 
that difficulties with hung bombs have been experienced by all units even since 
the Koreah hosilities commenced. In view of the seriousness of this situation 
it is recoifflnended that prompt action at departmental level be taken to im- 
prove reliability Of bcfflib racks provided Naval Aircraft, 

PART IV , BATTis Damage: 

1, Ship 

No battle, or voyage, damage was sustained by the ship, 

2, Damage inflicted on the enemy 
See enclosure (1) 

•3, Damage inflicted on ESSEX aircraft. 

See enclosure (1) 

PART V PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES: 

1, Perfomance, / . 

Performance of duty and morale has been exellent. 



declassified 
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, ^ Killed in action^ 

: : :; ^ ^ Kiiied,:^ifi actiia*. ' 

PART;:p;:.i;G0|l^^ 

li' Engiheeid^.<H '''i'--:-' v/ 



jp' 




a, The;%^iftee experienced no caaualties during this 

' 'St|^(ihg'4dtdi;r;v ^ '• 

11>S38 

(2) Average Speed 16 Knots 

(3) Fuel fil received frcm tanke^^ (gallons) 1,999, 53S 

(4) Fuel oil delivered to destroyers (gallongs) 373*283 

(5^ ?®^ 5 umed by ESS^ 1,768,134 

hi, i:^:<^nim|!^4ti^a*. : ,^ ■ : 

,, Read^Room #2, which was f«\ind t*' 

be iftipi^dt|!cdftf®^?^©^as a Ready Bpcaa due t# t* use 

the tables ;■ and chairs in order to serve ■ six meals a day, in th e wardroom space * 
Ready Room -ig a^^ wad relocated^* in ’•tfie Wardroom Wunge, and the 

Wardr<X>m,lbUn^e ,4hd its equipment, including tables and chairs, were arranged 
in. - the spdc|;;,fbi^r|^r^ the^' Rf ady . Rdbm • equi|peht ■'Thb^nb^^^ leoation . 

•f the Ready Bbpja:.prov^ better facilities as irell as isolation and' 

avaiiabiliiyftil^ily-l4i^*b^rsv^ 

ai'Ayi4iidn||hpp|y*': 

* : : ■ I :; (i|f 4he^B^^ 

has- b8eh:‘h|^3^|d4t|ffaetbry::0n aliowanbe^: lisi'^ of ■ 

AOG ' items db®®" from unforeseen i^^irimehts-'-^fd -fih;ihe'^ allowance 

Mdta*'-''l)'liei^li;^h^'iieWd- than once, vusage- data, is forwarded 










(2) Cooperation between vessels of the Task Force cai furnishing emer- 
gency requirements continves to be good, 

(3) The Section A allowance of flight deck clothing is inadequate. 

Each man concerned requires a minimum of two jerseys rather than one, especially 
during warm "weather vhen perspiration necessitates frequent laundering, 

(4) Squadrops deplojdng to the forward area should make every effort 
to have a full allowance of Section H,U, and winter flight clothing items 
before embarking aboard ship, as provided in ACL-21-51, 

(5) The present allowance of wings, stabilizers, aileroRs, and rudders 
should be increased three times and stowed aboard carriers before leaving the 
United States, Damage from enemy anti-aircraft fire and operational losses have 
created a critical condition on aircraft surfaces, 

(6) Five major Section B allowances are being carried for aircraft now 
assigned to CAG-5 (F9F-2j F4U-4B; aD-4; F2H-2j H03S-1). In addition four 
minor Section B allowances are aboard for the various configurations of basic 
types (AD-Z|L, N,Q, Wj AD-2, 3, 3Nj F9F-2Fj F4U-4NL), No great stowage problem 
has presented itself, although it has been necessary to unpack and rebox the 
major portion cf items received, 

(?) Local construction of additional tire racks to provide stowage for 
the Wcirtime allowance was necessary in storeroom C-403-A, 

b, G.S,K. 

(1) The system of replenishing G.S.K, stores in this area by Mobile 
Support is considered excellent. The U3S CASTOH issues stores within one 
day after the presentation of requistions. By using the GSM Catalogue pub- 
lished by G0MSER7BDN 3 > only materials carried by the CASTOR are ordere from 
this ship. These are either delivered or cancelled, thereby, reducing paper 
work and duplication of effort. NIS items are re-ordered from PRCO through 
COMSERVK)N 3, To date there have been veiy few items requiring this action, 

(2) The replenishment of Electronic and BuShip Machinciy Spare Parts 
has not been as prompt as others. However, the LEAGUE ISLaND, GHIMON, and 
ELECTiCN have furnished parts carried with a minimum of delay. The system of 
replenishment , presently in effect, requires that all requistiwns be placed 
on the AG*s, Approximately 30 % of the items required have been furnished. 

For items NIS on the aG/s, new requistions are cut on Fleet Activities, Yok- 
osuka, If still not available, another requistion must be prepared and sub- 
mitted to SERVfiON 3, or COMSERDIV 31, for forwarding to PRCO, This duplication 
of paper work tends to delay in the majority of replenishing that must come from 
the States, which because of distance alone requires considerable pipeline time 
for the item needed. It is suggested that a catalogue of all spares carried 
by these supply ships be promulgated and that stocks be maintained accordingly, 
Tihon it is ^nown that a particular item 33 not carried by AG's in this area, 
it cauld than be requistioned immediately from PRCO, 

(3) Exchange of type spares between carriers has helped greatly and t* 
date no major equipment has become inoperative because of lack of spares. 



(4) The stowage of foiil weather clothing has presented a definite < 
problem to this diip, A-305^A (Foul Weather Gear Storeroom) should be 
equipped with bins and racks similar to a flight clothing storeroom. Under 
the present stowage arrang.emsEtb of this compartment, receipt, stowage and issue 
is difficult smd is considered iinsatisfactory, 

(5) Departmoital Budgets have bc-en established, in accortance with 
Afloat Accounting Memorandum No, 1, In setting up these budgets, the following 
departmental percentages were established. 



Administrative 


6 % 


Operations 


8 % 


Air 


15 % 


Gunnery 


10 % 


Engineering 


33 % 


Navigation 


. 7 % 


Supply 


11% 


Medical 


.9% 


Dental 


.4% 


C,0,'s Reserve 


15% 



(6) Close supervision in conformity with regualtions has been main- 
tained on charges against these budgets and each department is required to 
stay within their budgetary limitations, 

(7) The conservation of critical items as contained in the Pacific 
Supply Line Publication of CINCPACFLT/COIiSERi/PAC of October 1951 has been 
rigidly enforced. All stub requistions for these items are carefully screened 
by the Supply Department, and requests of unusual quantities are reqxiired to 
be justified, 

c. Disbursing 

(1) It has been noted that monetary requirements for pay days are 
considerably less vhai at sea than those pay dajrs held in port or just prior 
to entering port. The monthly average of all disbursements to the crew on pay 
rolls is approximately $275^000,00 of which $265,000.00 was by cash. Total of 
pay day at sea was approximately $70,000,00; prior to the arrival in pert, the 
total was $115*000,00 Cooperation of all hands has been most favorable in using 
the method ,ef paying an even sum to the lowest five dollars, vhich speeds up 
pay lines and saves many man hoiirs. This method also reduces the chance of 
error as only the five and ten dollar denominations are required, 

(2) VJhile in port, a change station for exchanging Yen for MFC's is 
set up each day. The change station for the crew is located at one ©f the 
regualr paying stations and in the wardroom for officers. It has been found 
satisfactory t® sell Yen in units of five and twenty dollars, 

d. Ship's Store 

(1) Sales for this period total approximately $45,000,00, This is the 
largest sales volume recorded in a single month's operation since commissioning. 
Sales during the forthcoming holiday period are expected to increase this voltime. 



(2) Support received from the USS CiiSTOR and Fleet Activities, Yokosuka 
has been generally excellent. All material requistioned has been received with 
the exception of a few minor items. 



(3) Experience indicates that the following items are in short supply 
in the foivard area and should be stocked to capacity by ships departing 
continental United States for the forward area: 



Buttons 

Uniform Accessories 
Chocolate Syrup 
Lighter Flints 
Hat Frames 

(4) The operation of the laundry is continuing on a 24 hour basis, 5 days 
a week. These operating hours are considered superior to bhe previous 7 day 
round the clock wrk week. Inasmuch as, a savings of approximately 35,000 gallons 
of fresh water per week has been realized, and time is now available for main-* 
tenance and upkeep of the operating machinery, 

(5) The system of cigarette rationing mentioned in the previous re- 
port has been discontinued, 

(6) Ho\irs of operation in the Ship's Store activities have been es- 
tablished for the purpose of offering as nearly continuous service as possible. 
Hours of operations are as follows; 

Ship's Store #1 

Monday through Saturday 
Sxmday 

Ship's Store #2 
Monday through Saturday 
Sxinday 

Ship's Service Store #1 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Sunday 

Ship's Service Store #2 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
Sunday 

(7) Operating equipment has been running continuously with the excep>~ 
tion of a few minor breakdowns in the laundry and soda fountain. In these 
instances, repairs have been effected by Ship's Force without delay, 

(8) The installation of a shirt folding unit in the laundry is con- 
sidered highly desirable, A unit of "ttiis type was removed during the 27-A 
conversion. The installation of this item would improve the finishing operation 
and contribute to the saving of man hours. 



0900 to 1100 and 1300 to I6OO 
1300 to 1500 



1300 to 1600 and 1830 to 2030 
1830 to 2030 



1300 to 1630 

1330 to 1630 and 1830 to 2030 
1300 to 1530 



1300 t? 1630 

1330 to 1630 and 1830 to 2030 
1830 to 2030 



(9) Abnormal temperatures in bulk storeroom B-406-A have caused a 
general deterioration of stock stowed in this space. Laundry supplies have 
hardened thereby, making them difficult to use. Temperatures recorded in this 
storeroom during the months of July, August, and September averaged 110® F, 
Ventilation improvements in this space are necessary before it can be properly 
utilized as a satisfactory storeroom for Ship’s Store Stock, 

(10) In addition to the security measures prescribed by the BuSandA 
Manual and other current directives the following measures have been inaugurated 
and are believed to be of value in further safeguarding the stock and monies 
of the Ship's Store Activities, 

a. No money is left overnight in the cash registers of any of the 

activities, 

b. Cash drawers are left open vhen the activity is not in operations. 

c. Night lights are installed in the Ship's Stores and Ship's Service 
Stores and are left burning all night, 

d. Inspections are conducted nightly by the Duty Supply Officer 
at 2200 and 2400 of all Ship's Store spaces, 

9(i Two (2) group 3 locks are installed on each door to the Ship's 
Store spaces, 

e, Commissaiy 

(1) Commissary has been generally satisfactory. Support from the AF's 
has been excellent. However no information as to fresh provisions carried by, 
these shipd is available. This has resulted in an occasional shortage of fresh 
provisicns in the General, and other messes. In this connection none of these 
shortages are considered serious, 

(2) The following schedule of meal hours has been maintained in the 
General Mess . 



Breakfast 


0545 

0645 


These hours fluctuate to accommodate 
flight operation schedules. 


Dinner 

Supper 


1130 

1630 





Experience indicates that it takes approximately 2 hours for all hands to pass 
through the mess line, be served, eat, and vacate the messing areas, although 
the standard on other type ships is about one hour, 

( 3 ) The practice of serving sweet rolls, jam and coffee one half ho\ir 
before flight quarters when early morning flights are scheduled, also the serving 
of cakes, or, toast and jam 15 minutes after late flight quarters to the flight 
deck crew both have enabled the meal hours to remain reasonably steady yet flex- 
ible enough to conform to flight operations. This procedure is proving to be 
hi^ly satisfactory to both the Air Group and Ship's Company, Ni^t rations 
averaged 50 per night for the last month, 

( 4 ) Hpt soup is now being servfd to all flight deck and weather deck 
personnel. This Innovation has also been met with enthusiasm. 




a. Catapult and arresting gear* 



(!)■ Catapult and arresting gear operation was normal during the period 
of this re ’port with the following exceptions: 

(a) On shot niomber 2134, port catapult, five out of the nine bolts 

which secure the cable tensioner -cylinder to the elbow at the base of the dome, 
sheared off. It wa§ necessary to rempve the 'elbow in order to extract the 
severed sections of tb^ bolts, replace them with new bolts and reinstall* Time 
required was four hours, during which time the catapult was out of commission* 
Cause of the failure was apparently due to metal fatigue. Bolts have also been 
replaced on the starboard catapult, although there was no indication of weakening 

(b) On shot number 2225, pojrb catapult, the madiine fired and iramedi-r 

ately cut off,. The F2H, Banshee, spotted on the catapult, received enough powe? 
t» break the tension ring and staift down the catapult track, but has insufficient 

power to take off* The pilot was unable to break to a stop and went over the 

bow, port side, and in to the water. The pilot was actually in the water a total 
of one minute and fifteen seccnds before being picked up by the ESSEX helicopter, 
and was on deck within three minutes from the time he went ever the bow. The 
cause of the catapult failure was due to a break in the catapult electrical 
firing circniit, inmediately after the main piston valve opened. The break in the 
circuit, caused an immediate cutoff, allowing the crosshead to travel a total o^ 
»nly thrity-six inches. It is anticipated that all switches on the port catapult 
will be replaced with new ones, after which a series of no load and dead shots 
will be made prior to launching any more aircraft, 

b*. Towing Bars, 

(l) ’ The large varietjr of aircraft aboard this vessel reqtriies several 
different types of tow bars for handling aircraft. The standard Universal 
Tow Bar is used for tail towing AD-3 , aD-4, and F4U aircraft, and also for for- 
ward towing of all AD,F4U, and F9F tj'pe aircraft. The F2H can be towed forward 
only after modification of the tow bar. Since nearly all towing on a carrier 
deck is from the rear, a special tow bar was necessary for use in tail tovdng 
the F9F, and another for the F2H, This was accomplished, by modifying the stan-?- 
dard Universal Tow Bar, When they were modified, they can no longer be used ' 
for towing any other way*. Modification of the F2H type was described in the 
previous action report. 

When AD-2 aircraft were received as replacement, another problem 
arose in that it has a different type of tail whell assembly which sits lower 
on the deck and v^en a Universal Tow Bar was used, interference was experienced 
with the tail hopk,; This required still another type of tow bar. All together, 
it has been found necessary to use three different type of tow bars, in addition 
to the Universal Tow Bar, 



Because of the heavy service the tow bar receive duidng operations, 
the attrition rate is high* A maintenance crew of three men is required just 
to maintain the tow bars in serviceable condition. Before deployment from the 



Continental Limits, a vessel of this type should be equipped with a miniTmim 
of 45 Universal Tow Bars, and 5 each of the special types needed for handling j 
those aircraft which can not be hmdled with the Universal Bars, (Total(60) / ^ 





AIR DEPaRTJJENT Operating Data 



DECLASSIFIED 



Arrested landings 1556 
Catapult Shots 762 
Starboard Catapult 48? 
Port Catapult 275 

Gasoline, (gallons) ' 824,647 
LubOil, Symbol 1120 (gaiions) 4j693 
LubOil, Symbol 1010 (gallons) 3>265 



4. Navigation 

Ship’s postion was obtained primarily by celestial observations. Weather 
conditions permitted sights to be taken seventy percent of the time. 

Radar fixes were obtained frequently. This method of navig;ition proved 
very effective, and it was found that once the problem of using movintain ranges 
and Icind masses in obtaining radar positions was understood, radar fixes almost 
coincided with those obtained by celestrialmoans, 

Loran was employed less frequently, but it was proved that this method 
could be used with a fair degree of reliability . at ni^t, 

5o Air IntelligQice 

ac Use ‘of Fidsket Paper 

Air Group FITE has been operating , in the forward 'area, for two 30 
day periods, and is still using the original chart issue. As far as can be 
determined the charts show all indications of being fully useable for another 
operating peidcd, 

Frisket covering allows pilots to use and erase soft lead or grease 
pencil markings, Chartenot covered by Frisket seldom lasts one operational 
period. It is recommended that all charts be covered with frisket paper before 
arriving in the combat area. 

6. CIC 

The field alteration allowing the search antenna of the SX-2 antenna to be 
tilted has been accomplished and the operation of radar is being checked. Al- 
ready improved detection of jet aircraft has been noticed and it is hoped that 
continued and marked improvement in this problem will be realized. 

Trapping of radar and radio transmission continues to be a much noticed 
phenomena, A recent example was establishing loud and clear communications 
on the primary Cl net (a UHF frequency) between the ESSEX and the NEW JERSEY 
at 45 miles. 



strike control of returning aircraft la .one of the most important single 
features of the air control pictxire in the present operation. Thorou^ brief- 
ing and practice ty both Air* Groups and CIC personnel prior to deployment vdll 
be of real aid to strike control personnel and vdll eliminate to a large degree 
needless intercepts. 

The three AN/aRC-1’s installed for CIC use in the 27-A conversion have 
worked very pxsOrly, This apperas to be due to low modulation -of the trans- 
mitter because of losses in the line from the broadcast through the CIC Comm- 
vini cations System, the patching switches in- Radio I, and the individual adapters 
in Radio VII, 

Ship’s force constructed a simple amplifier and installed it in one of the 
AN/ARC-1 adapters in Radio VII, This amplifying has improved the performance 
of this AN/ARG .tremendously and has increased the range of the equipment to 
that of TDQ, When parts are available, additional amplifiers will be made and 
installed on the remaining two 

7. Communications 

a. With the experience of one period of operations as the greatest single 
asset, communications during this second' period produced considerably more 
gratifying results. In general, many of the problems of a technical nature 
remained the same as before. Certain improvanent, however, in -this as well as 
o-ther phases of communications have been rather marked. Close supervision and 
a continuous "on-th-job” trainirig program have been directed toward the avoid- 
ance of repetitious errors and so-called communications "BUSTS", Radio super- 
visors, fcr example, have through experience and the exercise of good judgement 
learned to utlize more fully the facilities and equipnent a-vailable to them. 

When regxilar transmission channels, for -the heavy load of outgoing traffic im- 
posed upon a task force flagship, have for some reason been closed to them, 
supervisors (and operators) have been quick to request special speed circuits 
wi-th shore stations for the relay of messages,. 

Procedures for message handling, particularly in Main Communications 
Station , although not f 6 ol-pro of by any stretch of the imagination, have been 
reasonably standardized. Routing of high precedence and action traffic has been 
a great deal more satisfactory than during the period covered by the previous 
action report. Concomitantly, the yolTome of traffic increased an estimated 
15 to 20^ over the Volume of the pre-vlous period. 

*b% The situation, in regard to CW and voice circuits as described in the 
previous report has remained unchanged. The same problems exist, although 
personnel have increased their efficiency in surmounting the difficulties 
encountered. As an example, the stationing of a log-watch in the pilot house 
on the secondary tactic ;=! circuit, has lessened the confusion in ship control 
that results frtm merely loud-speaker "monitoring," In addition, the prlmaiy 
tactical circuit, under the present arrangement, is the responsibility of the 
Junior Officer-of-the-Deck, Esp«. cially during flight deck operations the 
noise level is of such proportions as to demand that, a receiver head-set be 
worn for both circuits in order to hear the broadcast tactical signals, • Chest- 
sets with extended leads have been prepared by the Technicians so that the 
operators of both the primary and secondary tactical circuits have freedom l 
• f mov^nent 'en the bridge, A log bf traffic cn the primary tactical circuit / 
is maintained in CIC, / 



c, Altho^ajgh not completely dependable, the ship-to-shore radi*- 
teletype circuit established toward the close of the previous operating period 
has proved a boom to communications and the clearing of outgoing traffic by 

a flagship raaintainiftg ship-to— shore guard for the Task Forces Its performance 
is not dependable to the extent that atmospherics and frequent shifting among 
the frequencies assigned have interfered with its functioning smoothly and 
uninterruptedly. In the first place, the circuit has been shared with another 
Task Force Command; the allocation deterrent factor* The most recurrent diffi- 
culties have occurred from about sunset to midnight in this area# 

d. Jam m ing, (intentional), although Continviing in about the same degree 
as previously report for CW circuits, has appreciably increased on HF and VHF 
frequencies, A number of reports has been sulanltted to the force commander con- 
cerning foreign language jamming interference, 

6, Due to the average loss of between two to three hours* transmission time 
each twenty-four ho\ir pericd-predominantly cn Radio II transmitters > an alteratio 
request is being prepared for the installation of motor-driven equipment to 
control remotely (preferably in Radio Central) the rigging of forward and after 
>hip antennae. At present, this is a manual operation performed by fli^t 
deck personnel# 

f. The ship successfully trananitted ty facsimile the photo news coverage 
of CinCPacFlt*s 19 October visit to the Task Force, Transmission to Pearl 
Harbor (Radio photo unit number 4) was successful on the fiirst run, vdiereas 
transmission to San Frjncisco (Radio ihoto unit number 2) was completed only 
after three repetitions of schedules arranged with unit number 2 over a period 
of approximately twenty-four hours, 

g. The organization and assignment of personnel during this period has 
become fairly stabilized, A policy of rotating teleman (TE) rates within 
communications has been initiated. It is intended to further this program by 
making monthly exchanges vdthin the division to include the postal clerks 

as radio and Main Commianications personnel, A policy of exchange between 
signalmen and quartermsters (QM ra^es) has been in effect for over six months. 

Although the total number of personnel has been reduced by transfers 
since the last report, sixty-eight (68) ship's personnel in the OR division 
and twenty-six (26) in the OS division augmented by twelve (12) staff personnel 
have been adequate. It has been attempted to empihasize training so that, if 
required, adjustments in the event of minimal losses can be made without 
seriously affecting the efficiency of communications, 

8, Aerology 

a* Communications 
(1) Facsimile, 

NDT(Radio Photo Unit #5> Tokyo) was copied with receptdon as 

'noted below. 



01001 (1600Z) 



700 mb chart (0300Z) 
Surface Chart (06CX)Z) 



Very Poor 
Very Poor 



05001 (2000Z) 700 mb prog chart 

Briefing chart NR3 



Very poor 
Very poor 



09001 (OOOOZ) 300 mb prog chart 
300 mb chart (0300) 



Very good 
Very good 



I430I (O53OZ) Surface Prog Chart 
700 mb Chart (prog) 



Very good 
Very good 



19001 (1000) Surface chart (OOOOZ) 

Briefing chart NRl 
300 mb chart 



Very good 
Very good 
Very good 



a. Little of the facsimile data'- was used during this period 

b. Inteference caused by ship's own transmitter and aircraft engines 
was the main problon during the day; atmospheric interference during the 
ni^t, 

c. Surface chart (ISOOZ), briefing chart NR4, 850 mb chart (I5OOZ), 

700 mb chart (I5OOZ) and 500 mb chaft (15002) if practicable should be trans- 
mitted by NDT. 

d* The Shijte electronics shop is constructing a converter vhich will 
enable present facsimile equipcient-to receive AaCS Tokyo. 

d. During the first part of the period the OOOOZ chart and a forecast 
was transmitted to the USS BON KOMMS HICHiiRD with excellent results obtained. 



(2) Radioteletype ' 

a. The installaticn of another teletype in the Aerological 
Laboratory enabled both AilCS Gxiarm (alE) and.aACS T^ykyo (alF) to be copied 
simultaeously. This acted as insurance against outages and resulted in better 
than 90$ reception, 

b. Occasionally Taego (KMI^) was copied to obtain Korean weather 
more rapidly. A time saving of from 15 to 45 minutes resulted, but reception 
was generally poor (less than 25$) and in ordernot to miss the Korean weather 
entirely, Tokyo was always copied, 

(3) Radio (C1«J) 

a. The radio man stationed in the Aerological Office kept .the 
teletype and facsimile tuned and during periods of RATT outages copied CW. 

(4) Radio (Voice) 

/ 

a, Dviring the period two speakers located in the Aerological 
Laboratorj’’ were connected to the switchboard in Radio 1 via the two (2) 
facsimile trunk lines. It is planned to patch in appropriate VHP channels 
so that weather information from CAP, aSP, and strike groups can be heard in 
Aerological Laboratory thereby eliminating some of the delay and the possibility 
of garbling in relaying through CIC, 




The hovirly weather reports from ships located along the Korean 
east coast continue to be very important. Their value could be greatly in- 
creased if qualified weather observers were stationed on these ships, 

(2) Pilots 

Numerous pilot weather report summaries (OOOO-O4OOI) from the 
Koiean area are received via teletype during the moming, but too late to 
brief early morning flights. Action has been taken by CTF 77 to have these 
reports relayed as soon as possible to the operating carriers, 

c. Equipment and Supplies, 

(1) All aerological equipment operat ;d satisf ctorily during the 

period, 

(2) A pneumatic tube between the aerological Laboratory and Main 
Communications Station is considered a "must" to reduce delays and save man 
hours ,in handling about 150 weather messages daily. An alteration request 
is being submitted requesting such installation, 

(3) An additional means of communications with the Open Bridge, 
Captain's Plot, Flag Plot, CiC, Air Operations, and Main Communications Station 
is considered very desirable. At present, the ship's service phone is all that 
is available. An outlet on one of the MC circuits is ccnsidered to be the 
most desirable solution. An alteration requ- st is being submitted requesting 
such an installation, 

! 

(4) Four RaWIN soundings were taken daily to an average height of 
about 30,000 feet. The HR-32/AM reflector ' (Navy stock R-l6-R-35SO-fiah nat- 
pyramid base, 52 inches square) was used in conj\inction with Maiic 37. directors 
and Mark 25 radar, and occasionally the Mark 56 director and Mark 35 Mod 2 
radar , 

(5) There is., at present, no helium in the forward area, and only 

about 89 fxxll bottles remain aboard. Daily consumption averages about 2,5 
bottles, ' , , 

V 

Typhoon "Ruth" vhich passed over southern Japan on the 14th then 
Northeastward along the wost coast af Japan cfaised overcast skies in the 
operating area on the 14th and moderate to rough seas on, the 15th and l6th 
with very little increase in the wind. Low ceilings in the target area' re- 
quired cancelling of Air Operations on the 14th. 

This operating period saw the first real invasion, of the operating 
area, of cold dry air from Siberia, . 



The first outbreak occurred late October 18th when a weak cold from with 
little associated weather passed over the force, Temp>eratures dropped to 56 
degrees. This front on passing ever the relatively warm water of the Sea of 




Low ceilings and rain fr‘om this wave moved over the farce early the 19th and 
continued until early the 21st, Feg developed over the cold water area of 
northwest sea of Japan early the 19th causing the four early missions to be 
cancelled. The force was moved south into wanner water, out of the fog, and 
operations were continued. 

The second outbreak of cold air occurred October 24th with the passage 
of a weak cold front. Temperatures dropped to the low 50 ’s and westerly winds 
of 30 to 35 knots were experienced* This primary front developed considerable 
thmderstorm activity over Korea, and covered the higher mountains with snow. 
Considerable shower activity occurred over the force as well as westerly winds of 
30 to 40 knots behind the front* CaVU weather occurred shortly after passage 
of the secondary front. Temperatures behind the front fell to the middle 40's* 

Low ceilings with rain developed in the southern part of the Operating 
area an the 23rd when the semi-permanent front, to the south of Japan, moved 
northward to southern Japan as a warm front, causing widespread cloudiness and 
rain over Japan and southern sea of Japan, 



Light winds (4 to 8 knots) prevailed on the 28th, 29th and 30th when 
high pressure was centered over the sea of Japan, 



9* Photograj^y ^ 

a. Personnel 

(1) Personnel allowance, on board, and squalron personnel assigied 
to the photographic laboratory* 

Allowance On Board Squadron Personnel 



Chief 1 

1st Class 2 

2nd Class 3 

3rd Class 4 

FHSN 0 

SN 0 

PHaN 0 

AFAN 0 

AN 0 

SA 0 

:4a 0 

TOT/iL 10 



1 0 

1 1 

2 1 

4 3 

1 0 

3 0 

2 0 

0 1 

3 1 

2 0 

1 0 

20 ' 7 




b. Personnel assignments within the Photographic Unit 





Chief 


1st Class 


2nd Class 


3rd Class 


Seaman 


TOT. 


Office 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


2 


Production 


0 • 


1 


1 


2 


2 


6 


Finishing 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


2 


Photo Material 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


1 


K-3A 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


1 


Camera Installation 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


Film Marking 


0 


1 


1 


0 


0 


2 


Ni^t Crew 


0 


0 


0 


1 


4 


5 


Mess Cook 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


Compt. Cleaner 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


Messenger 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


Chemical Mixing 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


1 


Fligjit Quarters 


0 


0 


0 


1 


2 


1 


1 

c. Production Period 


2 


3 


7 


14 


27 



(l) First Period 24 August through 19 September 1951 

Total Nvimber of Photograp>^ic Missions Flown 73 
Total Number of rolls filed 122 
Average number exposiires per roll 39 
Total Number of m^gatives used 4,799 
Total N\imber of prints made 43,201 







67 Min 


Running Time 


iiVerage time to develop and wash 




1 hour 07 Min. 


average time to dry 

average time for fii^t set of grease 




30 Min 


2 hour 07 Min, 


pencil marked prints delivered to P,I, 
Officer, 

average time to mark one (l) roll of 


1 Hr 


30 Min 


3 hour 37 Min, 


film( Computed from time of delivery to 
film marking, to time returned for dist- 
ribution printing) 

average time for set of marked prints to 


2 Hr 


46 Min 


6 hour 23 Min, 


P.I, Officer (ater receiving maiiced film 
from film marking) 


1 Hr 


52 Min 


8 hour 15 Min, 



All work completed and ready for 
mailing by 1000 the following day, 

(2) Second Period 4 October through 30 October 1951 



Total Number of Photograpi^ic Missions Flown 68 
Total Number of rolls filed 101 
Average number exposures per roll 60 
Total Niimber of negatives made 6,280 
Total Number of prints made 55,048 



Average time to develop and it&sh 

Average time to dry 

Average time for first set ^of grease 

pencil marked prints delivered to P.I, 

Officer. 

average time to mark one (l) roll, of film 
(Computed from time of delivery to film 
marking to time re tiarned for distribution 
printing) > 

Average time for set of marked prints to 
Flag(after receiving marked film from 
film marking) ' 

Average t ime for set of marked prints 
to P* I, Officer (after marked film 
from film marking) 



■69 Min 
30 Min 

2 Hr 33 Min 



2 Hr 19 Min 



2 Hr 26 Min 



Running Time 

KHr 9 Jatv : 

1 Hr 39 Min 

3 Hr 59 Min 



6 Hr 18 Min 



8 Hr 44 Min 



2 Hr 33 Min ,11 Hr 1? Min 



All work completed and ready for mailing by 1000 followjng day, ^ 
PiODUCTICN RSGOAD I^B 1st and ^d KrilODS 24 aDGUSI THROUGH 30, OCTOBER 



'Total nimber . of Bd-ssions flown 
Total nunioer of rolls filed 
Total number of negatives used 
Total number of pilnts made 
Average nmber Of exposures per roll 



11,079 

98,249 

49i 



RECORD OF K-.25 CiiMERiiS FOR 2nd PERIOD 4 OCTOBER THROUGH 30 OCTOBER 1951 



Rolls Taken 


* 76 




Total possible exposures 


1,520 ■ 




Total exposures taken 


1,161 




Total usable ej^osures 


804 




- Total unusable exposures 


359 




Total prints filed 


113 




Rolls not usable due to 






improper techniques , 


9 








V , ‘ i. i. ^ ; i- , ( 


1 


/\ ' 


AUSTIN W. VffEELOCK 


Distributions 


" : ■ ' > 


■k. ■ ■ „ . ' 


CNO ( Advanc e , airmail) (2 ) 




USS H-IILIPPINE SEa (CV-47) 


COMaIRPAC (Advance, aim ail) 


(2)- 


USS ViillEY FORGE (CV-45) 


CINCPaCFLT (Advance, airmail) (2) 


USS BON HQB'ME I^ICHaRD (CV-31) 


comcaHdiv one 




USS aNTIETAM (CV-36) 


COMSEVMTHFLT 




CVG 5 (5) 


COMNaVFE 




CVO 11 


COMCafi DIV THREE 




CVG 15 


COMCiuCUV FIVE 




mo m. 


DSS BOXER (CV-21) - 




CVG 102 


USS PRINCETON (CV-37) 




AIR TASK GROUP ONE 






U.S.S. ESS^ (Cf^ 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif, . 



m 

^'CV9/a16-3 
Serial} 0147 
18 Dec 1951 




From; Conmandirig Officer 

To; Chief of Naval Operations DOWNGRADED AT 3 VEAR INTERVAISS 

Via; (l) Commander Carrier Division (MI DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet DOD DIR 5200.10 

(3) Commander, Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet 

SubJ; Action Report for the period 1 November to 14 December 1951 
Ref; (a) OpNav Instruction 3480,4 

End: (l) CarairGrp FIVE Action Report, 1 Nov - 14 Dec 1951 

1, In accordance vdth reference (a), the action report for the period 1 
November to 14 December, 1951 is hereby submitted. 



PART I COMPOSITION OF iW FORCES AND MISSION: 



1, At various times dtiring the period of this report. Task Force 77 
was composed of the following units; USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv ONE, RADM. 

J. J. JERRT, USN, embarked, USS BON HOMJi: SICHAiiD (CV31), ComCarDiv THREE 
RADM J. J. CLARK, USN, embarked, USS ANTIETaM (CV 36 ), USS VALLEY FORGE (CV45), 
ComCarDiv FIVE, Ri»DM F. W. McMAHON, USN, embarked, USS WISCONSIN (BB64), 
ComSEVENTHFleet, VaDM H. M. MaRTIN, USN, embartcedj USS LOS aN($IES (CA135), 

USS ROCHESTER (CA124), USS ST. PAUL (CA73) ComCruDiv ONE, KiOM E. E. STONE, 
USN, embarked, USS HEIfllA,(CA75), ComCruDiv IHREE, RaDM R. E. LIBBY, USN, 
embarked,, and units of Destroyer Division 111, I 5 I, 152, 122, 3i-» and, • 

Eecort Destroyer Division 11, 12. 

2, During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East 
coast of Korea in accordance with GTF 77 Operations Order N<^, 22-51 (First 
and Second Revisions), pitas supplanental plans and oirders issued during the 
period. 

The Mission of TF 77 was, primarily, to support the United Natic«is 
ground forces in Korea, which were advancing north of the 38th parallel. 

The support missions included close support, deep support, armed and photo- 
graphic reconnaissance, interdiction of eneny supply lines, and strikes 
against enemy installations, 

PART II CHRONOLOGY: 

1 November Enroute to Yokosooka, Japan from Operating Area, in accordance 

with OOMSEVENTHFLT confidential dispatch 25’)816Z Oct. 

2 November 1542, anchored berth 3®, Yokosuka, Japan, 

3 November 0805 moored starboard side to. Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan, 
4-11 November Yard availability, rest, and recreation period, Yokosuka, Japan, 



r 



12 November 



13 November 



14.Noven±)er 



15 November 



0603 pursuant to Com7thFlt confidential dispatch 250816Z Oct, 
1951 underway in ccanpany with USS HELENA, for operating area, 
0815 RVU with DesDiv 111, Conducted AA firing practice. 

Conducted fli^t familiarization training. Conducted AA firing 
practice. 

Conducted large drone firing exercise. Joined TF 77, ComCarDiv 
THREE (embarked in USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-.3I)) was 0TC« 
Conducted AA firing practice. 

Launched early morning hecklers and ASP, Rest of schedule cai- 
celled due to weather, TF replenished in late afternoon and 
evenning. 



16 Novanber Conducted Air Operations, Conducted AA firir).g. practice. 



17 November 



Conducted Air Operations, 08251. AD, BUNOc 123923 power stalled 
on takeoff and crashed, pilot (LT W, A. BiCYANT Jr,), not re- 
covered, presumed dead. 



18 November Conducted Air Operations, 

19 November Condneted Air Operations, Conducted AA firing practice-. 



20 November Conducted large drone firing practice, TF replenished, 

21 November Conducted Air Operations, I630 F4U, BUNO, 97515# was hit by 

enemy AA fire, pilot was required to ditch his aircraft over 
Wonsan Harbor, Pilot (LT B, C, PRUITT) was rescued by LSMR 

404, 



22 November Conducted Air Operations, 

23 November TF attempted to replenish but, due to heavy seas replenishne-nt 

was discontinued. 



24 November TF replenished, 

25 Novenfcer Due to weather at TF arxi over target, all Air Operations cancelled: 

26 November Due to weather at TF and over target area All Air Operations 

cancelled, 

27 November Conducted Air Operations, 1206 Lost AD, BUNO, 123974 over 

Wonsan Harbor, pilot (LTJG E, HALE) presumed dead. Tail fin 
came off 250# bomb and carried away arming wire leaving tail 
fuze armed, attempt to jettison was unsuccessful. Pilot bailed 
out but disappeared from view shortly after ladning in water. 
Extensive search by remainder of flight, destroyer, and SAR from 
Army proved fniitless, 

28 November Conducted Air Operations, 
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29 November Conducted Air Operations, LT D, MARSHALL, VF— 51^ made 4X,000 

landing on USS ESSEX. 16301, RADM J. PERRY, ComCarDiv ONE, re- 
lieved RADM, J.J. CLARK, ComCarDiv THREE as OTC, 1630 USS BON 
HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) departed from Task Force enroute to Yokosuka, 
Japan for further routing to CONLUS, 

30 Novenber TF replenished. Conducted AA firing practice, 

1 December Conducted Air Operations, 0915, F4U, BUNO,. 62931 hit by enen^v 

AA fire, ditched in Wonsan Harbor. Pilot (LTJG E, C, GARRETT) 
vas rescued by USS McGINTY DD-365* No injuries were sustained. 
0945, F4U, BUNO. 97504 hit by enemy AA fire, ditched in Wonsan 
Harbor. Pilot (LT N. E. CURRY) was rescued by SAR vessel. Pilot 
was not injured,*. 

2 December Conducted Air Operations. 1023, 1 F4U— 9^L, BUNO. 124554 lost 

power on launch and landed in the water ahead of the ship* 

Pilot (LTJG R. S. DONOVAN) was rescued by the ship's helieopter. 

No injuries sustained, 

3 Deceniber Conducted Air Operations, 

4 December Task Force replenished, 

5 December Conducted Air Operations. The following dispatch received from 

CTF 77, "THE FOIoLOWING MESSAGE FROM C0M7THFLT IS PASSED WITH 
PLEiiSURE TO THOSE WHO REALLY DID THE WORK X QUOTE X WE QUICK 
CHANGE FROM BLaCK TO RED ON THE INTERDICTION MAP IS A PLEASING 
COLOR CHANGE X UNQUOTE. This message was addressed to ESSEX,. 
ANTIETAl-I, CAG-5 and CA^15. 

6 December Conducted Air Operations. 

7 December Conducted Air Operations* 

8 Decanber Task Force replenshed. 

9 December Conducted Air Operations. 0810, AD4, BUNO. 122342 hit by enemy 

AA fire, ditched over Wonsan Harbor, Pilot (LT F. J. O’MALLEY) 
was picked up by USS EVANSVILLE. No injuries sustained. 1500, 

AD4, BUNO, 122325 hit by emmy AA fire, ditdied in Wonsan Harbor. 
Pilot (LT F. J. PENDERGaST) picked up by USS McGINTY DD-365. No 
injuries sustained, 

10 December Conducted Air Operations, 

11 December Conducted Air Operations, 

12 December Task Force replenished, 155C, RaDM F, W, MCMAHON, (ComCarDiv FIVE. 

relieved RADM J. J. PERRY (ComC^Div ONE) as OTC. I 6 OO, Pursuant 
to CccsSeventhFlt confidential dispatch O 609 OO Dec. ESSEX in 
company with ROCHESTER, DESDIV 111 detached from TF 77, to proceed 
to Yokostika, Japan for upkeep and recreation^ ComCarDiv C»IE embari 



3 






13 December Enroute to Yokosuka. Conductec 






' ,r 



acking ^Rercise ^th 



aircraft, flag hoist drill using AGP 175, 'voice and CW drill, 
14 December 1510, Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan. 



PART III ORDNANCES 



1, Esspenditure of Air Ordnance, 

See enclosure (l) 

2, Eagjenditure of Ship's Ordnance for training, 

a. For the period 1-30 November 1951, 

5"/3S AAC Projectiles 254 

5'738 Non Frag Projectiles 130 

5"/38 Cartridges, non-flashless 384 
3”/50 VT Cartridges, non-flashless 686 
3»'/50 VT Non Frag Cartridges 576 

20MM AA 5566 

20MM BL&P -140 

b. For the period 1-14 December 1951. 

There was no expenditure of ammunition for training purposes for this 

period, 

3, Comments on Performance of Ordnance, 

a, Perfo nuance of Ship's Ordnance Equipment, 

(1) During the peid.od of this report, the ever increasing accent on 
gunnery readiness has reflected itself in the conduct of f j?€jquent8i^ti“*iircraft 
gunnery exercises. The performance of ordnance material on such occasions has 
been gnerally satisfactory with the exception of a few m^nor casualties in the 
3*’/50 caliber RFTM battery. Although minor in nature, the following casualtie 
are considered worthy of conauent because certain functions of a mount are in- 
operative due to the non-availability of spare parts? 

(a) Slide lock (Pc 612221-1), This small machined part, vhieh pre- 
vents a cartridge from bouncing out of the gun chamber vhen its is catapulted 
into the breech, broke while conducting a prefiring check-off routine on one 
mount, Althou^ the ship is authorized to carry 5 spares, the eommlaidoning 
allowance, (due January 15, 1951) has never been received. Besides receiving 
general mention in the precommissioning weekly progress reports for a period 
of 2 months, this item was listed as a deficiency on the spare parts discrepjar 
list submitted prior to the ship's departure for the shakedovm cruise. Folio* 
up correspondence initiated prior to departure fvom Puget Sound Naval Shlpyar 
(post-shakedown availability, 24 May, 1951) San Diego (readiness for WESPAC, 



28 Jme, 1951) and ''IPearlHarbor (enroute WESPAC, 8 August 1951) likevriae 
produced negative results. Dispatch requests have indicated that spare slide 
locks are not available in Task Force 77> Service Squadron 3, nor Fleet 
Activities, Yokosuka Naval Base, According to information from the Ordnance 
stock Office, Washington, D<oC, this paid, was shipped from the Naval Gun Factoi^r 
on 20 September, 1951. Although the lack of this part renders on barrel cf cne 
3'V50 caliber twin mount inoperative for routine firing practices, a replace- 
ment has been fabricated by the ship’s repair force in accordance with ap J-icabj.Si 
oidnance drawings. Since this temporarj'- slide lock lacks ttie requisite degree c f 
metal hardness set-, .rorth in the specifications, it is believed that the workici, 
edge would prematureiy peen off ty frequent contact with cartridge lips during 
extended operation. Considering the calculated risk in time of action, the rab • 
of one more firing barrel would logically take precedence ever the potential 
possibility of a jammed cartridge anticipated with a complete failure of an in-- 
provided slide lock. During the previous war, common breakage parts for rapid 
firing mounts were far more in abvindance, 

(b; Parallax folloiv-up motor (Pc i)SO?'53'’l/o At the present time, 
the windings of two motors are b’.xmed outo In this itistance also, there are 
no replacements available in the area. Although earlier allowance lists 
authorized the ship to cany 2 spare mits-, the latest modification to the 
list has reduced the allowance, i.o -sero. Based upon previous service experience, 
this command recommended a shipboard allowance (CV) of 4 spare units (CO USS 
ESSEX (CV-9) rest airmail Itr, X13, ser 742 of ^ June, 1951). This recommen- 
dation was based upon estimates considered essential to ensure operaticfti over a 
six months period. Actually, the present situation leaves one mount without 
corrected horizontal parallax. This is by virtiie of the fact that the parallax 
follow-up motor in Mount 37 is superfluous and thereby available for use as 
a spare. Inasmuch as this mount is located a mere 6 feet from the reference 
point (MK 37 Director, No, 2) , the parallax corrector is normally locked on 
zero. Until recently, the ship was able to keep abreast of &.il\ires in this 
category by using the unit frOTi Moiont 37 vftiile a deficient motor was in the 
shop for rewinding. 



(2) It is strongly recoram^ded that adequate levels of spare parts for 
the 3"/50 caliber RFTM battezdes be maintained on seinrice vessels, and at re- 
pair activities in the WESPAC area. In this respect, the si^ificance of the 
provision of an essentially complete commissioning allowance cannot be over- 
stressed, It is believed that all activities connected with the original out- 
fitting of ships should give this item much greater priority than it has 
customarily allotted. In additon to the previously mentioned spares, the 
following parts are cemsidered critical due to their compartively high breakage 
rat€« 



(a) Shell support latch, rear 

(b) Stud, shell support latch 

(c) Cam, breech opening 

(d) Tray finger mechanism, 
adjusting mad 

(e) Shaft, operating 



PC 611250 
PC 611255 

PC 365243-1 

PC 6IO869-I 
PC 510722-1 



Of the above items, the first foiir were also recommended for increased 
allowances in the letter mention in subparagraph (b) of part (l) above. 

The operating shaft-item 5 above - was last reordered 1 October^ 1$51> and 
the Ordnance Stock Office, Washington, D.C, has Indicated that the tentative 
delivery date for this item is 1 March 1952, 

b. Performance of Aircraft Ordnance Equipment, 

(1) Bomb vanes breaking loose from the hold down collars due to pxjor 

spot welds continue., BuOrd has directed using or AN-4^iCj|Z^Al type vane* 

It is strcngly reccmmended that this type vane be made available in quantities 
as soon as possible, 

(2) Due to the great volume of munitions handled to date, bomb hand 
equipment has been subject to considerable wear. Spare straps for MK 1 ski.;? 
and eccentric binders for 250 OP bomb adapters are urgently needed. Requests 
for these items have been submitted. It is recommended that a 100$ spare strap 
allowance be established, 

(3) No, 1 upper s'ege 16,000 lb, bomb elevator has 1,211 operating 
hours and requires constant maintenance. The instruction manual received from 
BuShips lacks the necessary drawings and wiring diagrams required for propier 
maintenance of this elevator. It is strongly recommended that these drawings 
and diagrams showing incorporated changes be made available as soon as possible, 

(4) A small percentage of 1,000 lb GP, 250 lb, GP, and 100 lb, GP 
bombs with bent and flattened lugs and broken and frozen nose plugs have been 
received aboard. It is iripossible to hang or fuze banbs in this condition. 

More careful inspection of bcrnibs on the replenishment ship is recommended, 

(5) Preheated gasoline (heated by steam heater constnicted aboard) for 
mixing napialm is being used in cold weqther with good results, 

(6) The following is a complete list of hung ordnance experienced 
during this period: 

3 - 250 lb, GP bombs on MK 55 bomb racks j cause, defective rack. 

2 — 250 lb, GP bombs on M 55 bomb racks; cause, undetermined. 

2 - 260 lb FRAl on MK 55 bomb racks; cuase tindetermined, 

3 - 250 GP bombs on MK 55 bomb rack; cuase, frozen racks, 

1 — 1000 GP bomb on MK 51 bomb rack; cause, frozen rack 

1 - 500 lb GP bomb on MK 51 bomb rack; cause, M 8 shackle release, 
mechanism jammed by loose desconnected plug, 

1 - 250 lb GP on Aero 14A bomb rack; cause, electrical cannon 
plug inside Aero 14A launcher separated in flight. 



PART IV BATTIE DAMAGE. 

1. Ship 

a. During the period of November 22-26, minor structural failures were 
discovered and repairs made by the ship's force. The damage was caused from 
working of the ship in heavy seaways, and ‘is enumern.ted below* 

(1) Damage Control Void, A-50-V, developed a 36 inch split seam alca'i 
the after top edge of the sea chest, 

(2) Chain Locker, ..V 6OI-E, developed a 14 inch fracture in strake v 
on the port side of the chain locker, 

(3) Passageway, A-205-1L, develoj^d a fractured butt weld on the longi- 
tudinal bemn at frame 27 on the starboard side of the 2nd dee^;» The beam al-o 
slightly buckled between frames 27 and 26, and between frames 23 and 24 • 

(4) The Forward Peak Tanks. 

(a) A-l-W had deck slightly buckled between frames 1 apd 4 at the 
third bottom level, 

(b) A-2-¥ had Icngitudinal and v&rtical stiff ners were slightly 
buckled at frames 7 and 8, 

(c) A~701-W had the transverse bulkhead sli^tly buckled beti»^'¥n 
frames 10 to 14. 

^ * . * - • 

(5) Bosn's Store, 4-401-'A, and A— 501—A had the deck buckled at frame 8, 

(6) Four (4) roller curtains were damaged on the morning of the 26th 
vrfien a seides of three waves' hit the port side of the ship between frames 

70 and 100, while making a turn to the starboard. Three of the roller curtains, 
between frames 83 and 9U, were torn from the forward roller tracks but were not 
ruptured. The roller curtains were shored to prevent further damage until re- 
pairs were accomplished, 

2, Damaga Inflicted on the Enemy, 

See enclosure (l) 

3.. Damage inflicte on ESSEX aircraft. 

See enclosure (1) 

PART V PERSONNEL PERFORMiWCE AND CASUALTIES: 

1, Performance, 

Under the present heavy workload of continuous operations, the performance 
of all personnel has been excellent and morale has been a factor requiring no 
special attention. 




DEGUiSSinED 

a. Ship’s company. 

There were no casualties to ship’s ccmipsny personnel, 

b, Air Group FIVE 

Casualties in Air Group FIVE are as follows; 

BRYANT, W. A., Jr, LT 442481, USN, Lost in crash after takeoff. 

HALE, E. B. LTJG 506261 USNR Lost in action. 

There were no wom4ed or missing, 

PART VI COMMENTS. 

1, Engineering 

a. The Engineering Department experienced no casualties during this 
operational period. 

b. Recommendations, 

(1) Roller Curtains} shoring of. 

In order to expedite the shoring and strengthening of the roller 
curtains during periods of heavy seas, ship’s force plans to install clips 
on the vertical curtain guides to faciliate the installation of shoring timbers, 

(2) Whip Antenna Count eweights. 

The counterwei^ts of the forward whip antennas, frames 48 and 53 
starboard, which extend down approximately fcur feet below the antenna plat- 
form, have been damaged b 3 ’' the burtoning lines on several occasions# In order 
to avoid future damage to these count erwei^ts, ship’s force intends to modify 
the weights on antennas #2-2, and #2-3 so that thc^ can be swung up out of the 
way during replenishment. This will be accomplished by removing one bolt from 
the weight support and replacing it with a removable pin. The weight can then 
be pivoted around the remaining bolt, and pulled up by a lanyard. 




c. Steaming Data, 



(l) For the period 1 November to 30 Novonber, inclusive. 



Miles steamed 

Fuel Oil received from tankers 
Fuel Oil delivered to destroyers 
• Fuel Oil consumed by USS ESSEX (underway) 



7959 

1,631,134 gal. 
153,172 gal. 
1,631,134 gal. 



8 



8 




Oil consuuied by US^ ESS^ (atibftbred) 73i6^ 
Aveirage 16 *3 loiobs . 



Fijel Oil consuuied by US^ ESSEK (atibftbred) 73i6^ gal 

Average Apeed 16*3 loiobs, 

(2) For peaidiOd 1 ©06e^Oip"te 1^^^ 

Miles steamed 5#371*3 

Fuel Oil received frcan 616,703 

Fvtel Oil delive*^: '%St,'^ii*^^ 

Fuel Oil ctmsuojfed b|f^ (under ‘.mj ) ^8,850 

Average Speed 16*41 Knots 



2, AIE DEPaHTMENT 

a. Catapult and Arresting (JejE^r, 

During the period of this report, catapult and arresting gear operatic s 
were nomal with the following exception. On 12 December, during a pre-dawn 
ni^t heckler launch off the port catapult, both catapult hooks tore completely 
out of an AD-4Q aircraft. The failure occur ed almost immediately after firing 
the catapult and the fdlot stopped the plane about halfway down the catapult 
trade. There was no failure of either the bridle , or of bridle tensioning. 
Catapult p^sure wa$ 1500 psi and wind over the deck approximat^y^ 35 knots. 

^he gross W#gbt of the plane was approilimately 17,^ lbs. Cduse of the 
failure has not as yet been detertnined, IttIDM’s Will be submitted by W-54 

b* flijpt Deck Operations* 

The ccpplaa^ of aircraft aboard this vessel during the fiJMt three 
weeks of o.perations id, this period averaged 77* This had several ■■ad^^erae effects- 
on overall effiOienoy of flight deck operationa* Addititaial planes had to 
be carried on the flight deck; resulting in a ^reduction Of the bomb load on 4D 
aircraft by 1,000 lbs. due to the shorter take-off run available* Duds were 
handled with difficulty because of lack of dud space on the flight spd hangar 
decks. During 'Uje latter part of the period this particular problem was allevi- 
ated somewhat by launching 17 jet aircraft and an average of 12 to 14 propeller 
aircraft. The requirement that the ship be able to recover six planes besides 
its complement could rext be met without parking three aircraft <xi the No, 5 
and No, 6 barriers, TOiile maintaining a "ready deck” with 77 planes aboard, 
the hangar deck was two blocked and maintenance of aircraft, especially jets, 
suffered due to the aircraft being spotted very close together in all bays* 

Replacement of AD-4 with aD- 2 aircraft has resulted in maaufacturiaig 
of six ”2" type tow bars during this period. There are now a total of twelve 
aboard, six on the hangar deck, aid ♦ix on the fli^t deck, 

Dturing this period, it has become necessary to Increase the nunixer of 
tie-downs on aircraft because of higher winds and heavier seas. Hurricane 
cables axe put on the planes almost every night in addition to the normal 
16 point tie-down. It has been necessary to order additional mooring assemblies 
(come-alongs) in order to faciliate. securing of aircraft* 
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c. Operating Data for November and Decenber 1951 



1-30 November 



1-14 Decojiber 



Arrested Landings 


702 


774 


Catapult Shots (starboard) 


156 


225 


Catapult Shots (port) 


179 


219 


Gasoline, (gallons) 


358,635 


462,504 


LubOil, Symbol 1100 


1,800 


2,513 


LubOil, Symbol 1010 


1,528 


4,586 



3. NAVIGAHON 



A series of radar fepaateraaope photograjiis were taken during the ship's 
departure fr^m Yokosuii.. , «. apan, A stxxiy of these photographs revealed numerous 
targets espeeially suitable for radar navigation. These jiiotographs , properly 
notated to identify the targets, will be used when planning to make an entry 
or departure under low visibility conditions, 

4, AIR operations 

a, Racon 

One change was made to the wiring for the Racon (AN/CFN-6) gear. Since 
the controls for starting and stopping were located, along with the equipment, 
at the OlO level, there was considerable delay in assuming the guard and no 
assurance that the gear was operating. Two of the four ('4) unused wires in the 
YE control box, which is located in AiiCps were connected to a switch and li^t 
and mounted on the YE control box. in AirOps, The upper ends of the wires are 
connected to the Racon, It is now possible to turn on the Racon from Air 
Operations, and the glowing li^t indicates that the gear is operating, 

b. Radio Homer 

Steps are being taken to construct an automatic keying device for the 
"Bird tog" or radio homer. There appears to be no device furnished to ships 
for this purpose. Ship's in the past either constructed their own, or were 
forced to have a radio man available the entire day for this purpose. 

If this device proves successful. Air Operations vdll have control 
of the YE, Racon, and the Radio Homer, the three required for navigational 
purposes, all centrally located in Air Operations Spaces, 

5, COM'IUNICATICNS 



a, CW Circuits, 



During the third period for the ESSEX in the Korean operating area, 
no new communications problems were encountered, Tbe situation in regard 
to radio CW circuits has remained unchanged. This command forwarded a re- 
commendaticm via the Task Force commander suggesting that the area commander 
reassign frequencies for both the CW and voice circuits with Joirib Operations 
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DECLASSIFIED 



Center, Korea (guarded by 5th AF HQ, Koi:*ea), It was recommended that another 
daylight frequency for CW (retaining the present frequency for ni^t trans- 
missions), and a new night frequency for the voice circuits be assigned, 

b. Tactical' Circuits, 

The disadvantage of emplcQring. the secondary tactical (radio-telephone) 
frequency for other purposes (screen common, administrative, and gunfire control 
has continued to lessen the effectiveness of this circuit, particularly when 
the circuit has had to be used in lieu of the primary tactical frequency as 
during periods of operational maintenance, 

c. Interference 

During this period, attempts have been made to eliminate interference 
on both tactical circuits as a result of "splash-over" of the VHF frequency 
mplcyed for air strike control. By interchanging receiver equipnents, and 
thus shifting associated receiver antenna leads, some improvement has been- 
noted. Interchanging crystals within (TDQ Model) transmitters has also been 
effective in reducing a portion of the interference. This problem is a part 
in reducing a portion of the interference. This problem is a part of the 
over-all program of shipboard radio interference reduction to be completed 
prior to the ship’s next yard availability, 

d. Ratt 

Encouraging results have been obtained in radioteletype communications 
for this period, DUPLEX operations with NDT and Com7thFlt have been veiy satis- 
factory for the first time since the EISSEX reported to the Operating Area, 

The circuit assigned exclusively to the task force flagship for ship/shore 
radioteletype has proved highly satisfactory, although it appears that in the 
near future this w j rcuit will be shared again with another task force command 
(CTF 95 when at seaK For a carrier flagship, sharing the circuit has one out- 
standing disadvantage of limiting time on the air to the extent that, combined 
with outages due to atmospherics, the value of radioteletype for clearing the- 
heavy volume ofship/shore tarffic is consider bly reduced:. The disadvantage 
arises primarily from the loss of traismitting time resulting frcan periods 
vdien antennas must be "de-energized" for flight, fueling, and arming operations, 

e. Faciffiile 

Facsmile schedules with the Radio Fboto Unit stationed at NPG were 
highly satisfactory during this period. Prints of photo coverage of the visit 
of front-line G.I,’s to the ship over Thanksgiving have been returned to the 
ship and help to establish the value of this type of transmission for public 
information and morale purposes, 

f. Personnel, 

With the release to inactive duty and transfer of both officer and en- 
listed personnel, communications will be hardest hit in the cryptoboard and 
signal (M) se ctions. For ships reporting to the operating area, 

AHlifeP 



it is again emphaaized that personnel needs must be anticipated as far in advance 
as possible. In any event the training program must be of such a natiire as 
to provide replacements for key personnel who are for one reason or another 
trensf erred from the command, 

6, LOOKOUTS 

The Lookout Division has been undergoing vigorous training. In addition 
to regular classes in recognition, sound-powered telephone talker procedures, 
and duties and responsibilities of lookouts, the men are also studying for 
rates which they will strike when transferred to a division of their choosing. 
The procedure has been established for the majority of seamen and seamen 
apprentice reporting aboard to be assigned to the Lookout Division, By 
doing this, the men have two to three months in the division during iirfiich 
time they can observe the duties of various rates on board and decide for 
which division they would be best adapted. This procedure is followed 
insofar as possible. 

All men assigned to the division undergo eye examinations prior to 
assignment. All must have 20— 20 vision and normal color perception to qualify 
for assignment. This requirement was made necessarjr because too many man 
were found with defective vision when the Lookout Division was first formed, 

7. AIRBORNE EARLY 

The PO equipment has been used to advantage to give the ship’s GIG a 
bird’s eye view of the Task Force and surrounding area. Surface contacts 
consisting of three or more ships have been detected at ranges of over 90 
miles from the ASP aircraft. Single ships to a sli^tly lesser range have 
been detected depending upon ASP altitude and atmospheric conditions. 

The PO picture has also been used to determine wind direction, as well 
as to show a plane view of weather build-ups in the task force area. 

At times, the relayed AN/APS-20A PPI picture has been able to supply 
excellent information on air contacts. Despite the low altitude of the aSP 
aircraft it has picked up returning strikes and jet CAP at altitudes over 
20,000 feet as a result of reflection from the water. 



8, air INTELLIGENCE. 

Air GroupFIVE has now completed three full months in the Korean Operating 
Area using the original charts issued covered with frisket paper. As far as can 
be determined the charts show all indications of being fully useable for 
another operating period. 

9, HIOTOGRAfflY. 

a, K— 25 Strike Photography, 

K-25 damage assessment photograjhy posed several problems. 




These have been ironed-yout, in part, through pilot orientation and throu^ 
continued maintenance. 



Pilots, vmderstandably, have a tendency to use a mounted camera much 
the same as a gun. Use of the K~25 nmst be much more precise than gunnery 
in order to achieve clear sharp pictures. The aircraft must, at the time 
the camera is energized, be completely free of any forces acting upon it. 

The target must be sifted dead on and approached directly along a tangent 
>jhich will render the camera less efficient. Maneuvers such as "pull outs” 
sweep the ground area across the field of view at a high rate. This coupled 
with the forces acting upon the canera creates undesirable results, Acoeleratioi 
in a dive also creates a negative force which acts directly against the cameras 
’ weakest point. 

The pressure plate in ttie K~25 is the primary weak s pot when the camera 
is mounted in an aircraft. It is forced downward by cam action to hold the 
film flat and free of flutter. Flat. springs act as a buffer to the cam action 
and also distribute the action evenly upon the plate. The springs, vhile of 
sufficient strength under free operation, are not strong enoti^ to oppose 
the afore mentioned forces. 

The shutter mechanism is a closely arranged mechanism and poses another 
problem, that of maintenance. Vibration of the aircraft when the camera is 
tripped bounces the parts so that their swing is not always 90® from their 
pivot points. When this occurs, breakage is almost certariji to result. 

It shotild be noted that guns must not be fired iuring camera operation. The 
laboratory has had to repair at least one camera a day and usually two or ' 
three. During the first month of usage the cameras showed no tendency toward 
breakages. The second and third month breakages at an increasing rate. The 
following is recommended: 

1, Maintain close contact with the pilots using these cameras. Their 
complete understanding of the problems and techniques is of primary importance, 

• ^ 

2, Carry spare parts for the K-25 shutter, 

3, Make sli^t machining alterations on shutter parts, 

4, Include a qualified camera repairman in ship’s company, 

RECORD OF K-25 STRIKE HiOTO VF-54 
16 November through 11 December 1951 



Rolls taken 5S 
Total Possible exposures 1375 
Total Exposures taken 1132 
Total usable exposures 694 
Total unsuable exposures 407 
Total prints filed 124 



13 



Rolls not used due to poor techniques 4 
Prints made 8 x 10 1736 



declassified 

b. eopmo, .using PaPEii negatives 

A large number of copies are being produced by the use of paper negatives. 
Sensitized material used for the paper negatives is standard stock enlarging 
paper, cmtrasts 0 through 4. For the reproduction of photographs and outdoor 
photographs contrasts No, 2 has been found satisfactory. For reproduction 
of charts, line maps, and dravdngs contrast No, 4 has been found satisfactory. 
Outdoor exposure in bright sunlight, vdth contrast No, 2 is approximately 1/50 
sec at F 4*5, Copy -work vdth two No, 2 photo-flood lamps is approxmately 25 
sec, at F 22, After the paper negative is developjed, fixed, and washed it is 
dried on the glossy print diyer in thb dohventional manner as S.W, glossy prints i 

Since recommissioning the photc^raphic laboratory has been required to 
produce a large number of reproductions. Many of these reproductions required 
only a few copies vdth no use for the negatives, A large number of these 
reproductions have been of charts, dravdngs and sheets of figures vhereby 
computations v«?uld have to be checked if produced in any other manner, A piaper 
negative may be made, developed, fixed, washed, dried and ready for printing in 
approximately 30 minutes. Regular negative material requires a much longer 
time for processing unless given special handling, 

P^er negatives are easy to handle, inexpensive and have been found veiy 
satisfactory for training photographic strikers in the operatim of various 
ground cameras. The material may be handled \ander a yellow saf slight whereby 
the beginner may follow the process. The major difference between the paper 
negatives and film is the sensitivity or sp)eed, 

c, FHOTOGHAfKY PRODUCTION RECORD 



Third operating period 17 November through 11 December 1951 



Total number of photographic missions flown 
Total number of rolls filed 
Average number of exposures per roll 
Total number of negatives used 
Total number of prints made 

Average time to develop and wash film, figured on 
52 rolls. 



41 

49 

/70 

3,647 

37,924 



Running Time 



65 Mih 1 Hr 5 Min. 



Average time to dry film, figured on 52 rolls 



36 Min 1 Hr 41 Min, 



Average time for first set of grease pencil marked prints 

delivered to P.I, Officer, 60 Min 2 Hr 41 Min, 



Average time to mark one (l) roll of film (computed frcsn 
time of delivery to film marking, to time returned for 

distribution printing) 117 Min ,4 Hr 3g Min, 




Average time for set of marked prints to Flag (after 
receiving marked film from film marking) 




DECLASSIFIED 

124 Min 8 Hr 22 Min 



Average time for set of marked prints to P,I, Officer 

(after receiving marked film from film marking) 133 Min 8 Hr 3i Mir 



All wrk completed and ready for mailing by 1000 the following day, 

PRODUCTION RECORD FOR 1st, 2nd and 3rd ORiRATING PERIODS, 24 AUGUST THROUGH 
11 DECEMBER 1951. 



Total number of missicms flown 171 

Total number of rolls filed 260 

Total nmber of negatives used 14,726 

Total nunfcer of prints made 136,173 

Average number of exposures per roll 56| 



AUSTIN W, MEEIOCK 



Copy to: 

GNO (Advance, airmail) (2) 

COMAIRPAC (Advance, airmail) (2) 

CINCPACFLT (Advance, airmail) (2) 

COMGAHDIV ONE 

COMSEVENTHFLT 

COMNAVFE 

OOMCAHDIV THREE 

COMCARDIV FIVE 

USS BOXER (CV-21) 

USS PRINCETON (CV-37) 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47) 

USS VALIEY FORGE (CV-45) 

USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) 

USS ANTIETAM (CV-36) 

USS KEARSAGE (GV-37) 

CVG 5 (5) 

CVG 11 
CVG 15 
CVG 101 
CVG 102 

AIR Task group one 



USS ESSM (PYj) 
d/d Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, Calif, 




From: Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (l) Commander Carider Division CITE 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Comimander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Comm.ander in Chief, U.S, Pacific Fleet 



CV^/a16^ / " 
Serial; 021 
4 Febr-aary 1952 



DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 JfMRS 
D.0D Dia 52DQiQ 



Subj: Action Report for ihe period 13 December 1951 to 3 February 1952 



Ref: (a) CpNav Instruction 34^0,4 

Enel; (1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report, 13 December 1951 - 3 

February 1952. CP , Q, I 
U “ ' 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 13 
Decemiber 1951 to 3 February 1952 is hereby submitted. 



FAIiT I COMPOSITION OF CMT FORCES A!ID MISSION: 



a. At various tim.es during the period of this report, Task Force 77 was 

com*posed of the following units; USS ESSEX (CV9), Com.CarDiv ONE, R-aTM J,; 
FEPJIY, USN embarked, USS V.ALIEY FORGE (CV45), ComCarDiv FIVE, RaDM F, W. Mc- 
MAH0N,USN embarked, USS ANTIETaM(GV 36), USS ROCHESTER (CA124), USS ST PAUL 
(CA73), ComiCruDiv ONE, RADM E. E. STOITS, USN, embarked, USS MaNGI-ESIER (0LS3) 
and units of Destroyer Division 12, 31^ 72, 91> 92, 111, 122, 132, 131> 151^ 
152, 171, 172, and Escort. Destroyer Division 11, 12, 

b. During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East' 
coast of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (1st & 2nd 
revisions), 'plus supplemental plans and orders issued during the period. 

The mission of TF 77 was pri-iarily to support the United Nations ground 
fereps in Korea-. The support missions included close support, deep support, 
armed and photographic recorjiaissance, interdiction of enemy supply lines, and 
strikes against enemy installations • 

PART II CHRONOLOGY: , ; 

13 December Enroute from* operating area to Yoke s'oka, Japan in accordance with 
CTF 77 dispatch IOO54OZ Dec. ■ . 

l/^ December I5IO moored port side to. Piedmont Pier, Yokcsrika, Japan, 

15-25 Dec. Yard availability, rest, and recreation period, training and 
upkeep, Yokosuka, Japan, ■ 



< ■ 




26 December Underway Yokosuka, Japan for operating area in accordance with 
GTE 77.04 dispatch 23OI4OZ Dec, 



27 December Proceeding to operating area. 



2S December Conducted refresher Air Operations, Joined Task. Force 77 liaDM 
J, FERRY, USN, Commander Carrier Division ONE, relieved RADM 
F. \'L McMahon, commander Carrier Division FIVE as OTC, 



29 December 

30 December 

31 Decero.ber 



1 Jai'iuaiy 5 

2 January 

3 January 



4 January 

5 January 



6 January 

7 January 

8 January 

9 January 



Conducted A.ir Operations,’ 

Conducted Air Openations , ' _ 

Task P’orce replenished. The follo>d..ng message was received 
from. Commander SEVENTH Fleet addressed to Commander Task Force 
SE\li:NTY-SE'\Tu'J, "YOUR STELLi^aR FERFORIiAiNCE OF YSSTERDaY, ESPECIALLY 
that OF ES.SEX iilR CROUP FI\^ IN M.hKINC 123 RAIL CUTS, WAS A FIT- 
TE'ja CLIMAX TO THE YEARS- WOiUC RHICH HAiS SEEN TASK FORCE 77 HITTING 
TOE ENEMY FROM THE EOiffiLIMS TO RA^HIN X MY 7JISK FOR THE NEW YEAR 
IS THaT YOUR EFFORTS WILL CONTINUE V/IIH E'/EN GREATER SUCCESS Al\iD 
THUS Hasten the victory RHICH vs all SEEIv X VaDM MARTIN SENDS 

2 Conducted Air Operations. 

Conducted Air Operations, 

A 20mm gun installed in a F2H Banshee accidentally discharged 
due to a broken breech block look and air press'ure loss. Five 
m^en were wounded when the high explosive shell hit a F9F Paiither 
and exploded. Four men were listed as not serious and one was 
listed as critical, .., '. 

Task Force replenished. 

Conducted Air Operations, The following message was received 
from Conmander SEVENTH Fleet addressed to GTF 77 "THE MOFiE RED YOU 
PUT ON CUR INTEHiaCTICN CHaRT THE lESS RED RICE AJ© ' AI-‘M0 GET TO 
ITS IESTINaTION X TODAYS PICTURE IS' THE MOST SATISFYING YET X 
KEEP UP THE GOOD ’WUxlK X VaDM MARTIN SEIRDS'' 

Conducted Air Operations. 0745 P9F BUNO, 123632 crashed over 
enemy territory — exploded on inpact,- Probable cause AA fire. 
Pilot (ENS. J. H. RICl’CELTON) listed as killed in action. 

Task Force replenished. 

Conducted Air Operations. . 

Conducted Air 0^.e rations. 1145 AD3 3UN0,, J.22’750* crashed over 
enemy territory - expoloded on imipact. Probable cause aA fire. 
Pilot (ENS R. G. KELIY) listed as killed in action. 




11 January Conducted Air Operations,'; 1235' - AD BUNO, 122339 was. seen to spin 
and crash shortly after takeoff. After a normal carrier takeoff, 
plane jettisoned 1-one thousand poimd bomb then climbed abruptly ■ 

■ to an extimated 900 feet, made three shallow turns to the right, 
the last turn steepening into a nose down diving spiral, ■ The plane 
sank limediately after striking the -water. Two helicopters conducted 
a fnritless search for the pilot. No radio transmissions were re- 
ceived from the pilot at any time. Cause -unknown,. Pilot (LTJG 
J,- H, GOLLIJIR) listed as killed in the line of duty,.. 



12 Januaay Conducted Air Operations,. 



13 January 



li 4 . January 



Conducted Air 0 -d^ rations. Captain F. BODES, U3N, relieved 

Captain AUSTIN ¥. VhSELCCK, U3N, as Cornaanding Officer of the USS 
ESSEX (CV9), The folio-wing message was received from Captain 
NhEELOCK addressed to Commander Jiir Group FIVE "UPON BEING iULLlE'JED - 
AS COMUnIDING CFFICE->. of the ESSEX I VHSH TO CONVEY MY DEEP AFPBE-^ 
CIATION for the outstanding aGCOKFLISHMEI'IT of air group five X 

YOUR SUPEiffi PERFOriL-iNCE HaS EEM A CONTINUAL SOURCE OF INSPIRATION 
TO, ME aI-JD HiE OFFICERS aND MEN OF THE ESSEX X I NTSH YOU T!iE BEST 
OF LUCK FOR THE FUTURE aND GOOD HINTI^TG X SIGhlJJ GaPTaIN aUSTIN W. 



VJKEELOGK" 

1210, F4U BUNO. .62932 hit by AA fire, ditched 5 miles Bast Mayang- 
Do, Pilot (EiTS E. R, HARRIS) picked up by USS PORTERFIELD , , No iri- 
jurles sustained, . 

Conducted Air Operations, 



15 January Conducted Air Operations, . The following message was received from. . 

■ - Commander'Task' Force SEVENTY^-SSVEN addressed to Task Force SEVENTT- 

SEWIJ. "COFSTaVFE 140212Z QUOTED FOR INFO QUOTE SUCCESSFUL CPERiiT IONS 
TASK FORCE SEVENTY-SEVEN ON 5 CMA 6 aT.D C JAITOaRY IN DESTROYING 
heavily BEFeITDED key rail at® HIQPa'AY bridges. NEST OF YaNGDCK 
. MOST GRATIFYING X SFECIAL PREDaViN OPERATIONS 12 JANUaKY NETTING 2 
LOCOMOTIVES and 36 R.AIL CARS DESTxiOYED Al® 2 ADDITIONAL LOCOMOTIVES 

Damaged also noted I,ITH PLEMUKE X consider SUCCESS , tiese operations 
REFLECT ASTUTE PLaMING MD' SKILLFUL EXECUTION BY COIMRMDSR TASK 
• ■ FOaCE SEVlaNTY-SEVBN AS IaELL aS OUTSTaI®INO PERFCRTIaNCES BY AIR 
■ , GROUP PERSONIEL X \ELL DONE X VaDM G. .T. , JOY' SENDS UNQUOTE X THE 
PI, AIMING REFIECTS THE COILTINED KNOV.LEDGE aND EXPERIENCE OF BOTH 
STAFF AND PLIGHT PERSONNEL X THE SUPMRT PIM VIDEO BY THE MjEnTTENMCE 

X ORDN/NGE aI® FLIGHT DECK CHS'NS NIADE IT POSSIBLE X THE CONTINUED 

FERFOMaNCE OF TASK FORCE 77 SUPPORT- AND SCREEN VESSELS PERMITS 
.. SCHEDULING OPERATIONS OF THIS NaTURE V.HSNSVER aN OPx-'GRTUNITY IS . 
OFFERED" ■ 

1125 AD BUI®. 122313 hit by.AA .fire, ditched in Wonsan Harbor, 

Pilot (LT F.' J.FREI®ERGaST) picked up by USS Mackenzie,. . No - 
in juries sustained, . r? 






3 



16 Januaiy Conducted Air Operations » 

17 January Task Force replenished, ■ . ■ 

18 January Conducted Mr Operations 

19 January Conducted Air Operations, 1350. F2H BUI^O. 124945 crashed over 

enemy territory - exploded on impact. Probable cause AA fire. 

Pilot (Major F, N. McCuLlilM^ USaF exchange pilot serving in VF 172) 
listed as killed in action. 



20 January Task Force replenished. 



21 January Conducted A±r Operations, The follovang message was received from 
Coirmander Task Force SEVENTY— SEVEN addressed to the ESSEX and 



AI^TIETa>: 'f'rtELL DONS TO BOTH G^AL JSRS FOR THEIR WORK TCDM NKILE m 
EEGPtET LOSING AN ^BLE DOG, hlSCCNSE^'S ■MNEl-ULL liiiDE M EXCELLENT 
RESCUE X HuPE IS THE SCO.E hlTH NIGHT HECKLERS STILL OUT, RML CUTS 



137 BRIDGES 5 DESTROYED '2 DMiaGED X RR C^S 6 DESTROYED 32 D.^LiGED 
X LOCOMOTIVES 2’ Di^J-UGED X BIPMSES 2 DESTROYED X TROOPS I5 KILLED” 



22 January Conducted Air Operations, 1005 F4U BUNO, 63033 hit by enemy AA fire. 
Pilot fLTJG J, ABBOTT) bailed out 20 miles South of Hungnam, was 
picked up by ROCHESTER helicopter- and transferred to Yokosuka Naval 
Hospital for treatment,. 1015 P4U BUNO* 62943 crashed in enemy 
territory. Pilot (LTJG E, V, LAIdEY) in attempting to drop a life 
raft to ROCHESTER helicopter crev'man in water fouled tail of plane 
with raft causing crash - pilot picked up by ROCHESTER helicopter, 
no injuries sustained, 1225. AD4 BUNO, 122807 crashed in Wonsan 
Harbor, Probable cause enemy Aa fire. Pilot (CDR P. N. GRAY) 
picked up by CTE 95,21, No injuries sustained. 



23 January Conducted Air Operations, 

24 January Task Force 'replenished,, 

25 January Air Operations cancelled due to weather. 

26 January Conducted Air Operations, F9F BUNO, crashed in Wonsan Harbor, 

Probable cause' enemy AA fire. Pilot (LTJG L, R. CHESHIRE) listed 
aa killed -in action, 

27 January Conducted Air Operations. Ij-'' 

28 January Task Force replenished. 

29 January Conducted Air Operations , : ' 

30 Jan-aary Conducted Air Operations, 1025, BUNO, 122325 ditched in Wonsan 

Harbor, Probable cause prop failure. Pilot (CDR P. N, 04151) picked 
up by the USS TWINING (DD 540), no injuries sustained,’ The following // 
message was received from Commander SEVEI'ITH Fleet "THE OUTSTANDING ^ j 



. • \ 



FE.RFORMj^JCE of ESSEX iJ^D HER aIR GECUP DOSING IHE PaST OP-.KaTING 
FERIOS Has .RENDERED TELLING BLDVS aGaINST THE ENEMY X v.ELL DOME X 

vadm Martin" . 

31 January Conducted Air Operations-* 

1 February Task Force replenished, Llif5 HaD,M F» W. McMaHON,- USN, ComCarDiv 

FIVE> relieved RaDM J-. -'EpJiY., USN; ComCarDiv ONE as CTF 77. 

1330' Took departure TF' 77. proceeding to Yokosuka^ Japan "with Com' 
CarDiv ONE embarked*, in accordance -with CTF 77 290908Z FEB., 

2 February Proceeding to Yokosuka| Japan* 

3 February 0945. Arrived Yokosuka, Japan for rest, recreation and yard avail- 

ability, 

PaHT III CRDNAEICS: 

1, Expenditure of Air Ordnance, 

See enclosure (l) 

2, Expenditure of Ship’s Ordnance for training, 

■■ ■ ■ ■ ' t • 

a. For the period 13-31 December 1951i None 

b. For the period 1-31 JanuaiT" 1952: None 

c. For the period 1-3 February 1952: None 

3, Comments on Performance of Ordnance, 

a. Performance of Ship's Ordnance Equipment : The performance of ship's 

ordnance equipment was satisfactory, 

PA4T 17 B ATTLE DaMaGE . '' ^ • ' • 

1, Ship 

a. On 26 and 27 December enroute to the combat ^one the ship sustained 
minor structural damages as a result of heavy seas as follows; 

(1) Three 3"/50 ready boxes were tom from their bases on the fore- 
castle, All were recovered, 

(2) Four life rafts were carried away off the port side forward, , 

(3) The starboard forward boat boom was broken j only eight feet re- 

remained, ’ 

(4) Framing on the main and' second decks (frame 20 to. 26) was distorted 
due to heavy seas hitting the flare of the ship, 

(5) , Indentations were made in the ship' s hull oh the port side at frame 
7 and the deck depressed at. frame- 6 (Compt. A-401-A). 



(6) The port corner of the spray shield around Secondary Qonn was forced 

up and back approximately eight inches, — , 

( 7 ) The gasoline iline, port side frame 20 Cl;'^bk, was crushed, 

b. On 4 January a welded seam opened in the sea chest of A-50V, flooding 
the void with 22 feet of water. This same seam had been opened on 22 November 
1951 , Repairs were made'iy’ Ship’s Force, ■ 

2. Damage Inflicted on the Enemy, 

See enclosure (l) 

3, Damage Inflicted on ESSEX aircraft. 

See enclosure (l) 

PART V FtRSONNSL ESRIiT'l'ANCE aKD CASUALTIES* 

1, Performance, 

Under the heavy workload of continuous operations, the performance of all 
personnel has been excellent and morale has been a faotor requiring no special 
attention, • . 

2, Casualties, 

a. Ship's Company 

Cn 3 January 1952 the following men were wounded as a result of shrapnel 
and flying debris paused by the accidental discharge of a 20MM automatic gun in 
a F2H Banshee aircraft, 

PERRIER, G,- L, 92^ 99 80., SN, U3NR, Multiple shrapnel wounds, back with 
traumatic section spinal cord. Placed on sick and critical list*. 

CLECKLEY, A. D. 422 32 57^ Shrapnel wo\md, left leg* Wound 

dressed and returned to duty, .. 

LAMBERT, G. D. 571 78 80,' SA, USN, Shrapnel wounds, left elbow and right 
buttock* Placed on sick list, not serious, 

LEaRY, M, M, 799 79 85^ AF;iN, USN, Shrapnel vround, right foreamn, right 
buttock and right knee. Placed on sick list, not serious, 

WOODSIDE, J, B, 342 83 27> a 02, USN Shrapnel wounds multiple right leg 
from hip to ankle. Placed on sick list. Not serious, - 

b. Air Group FIVE 
See enclosure (l) 




DfCUSSlFlEO 



PART VI CCM-ENTS!' ' 'v -: 

1, Engineering Department ; , ; , . 

a. The Engineering Department experienced no catnialties during this 
operational period* 

b, Recommend-ations, 

None ' f 



Steaming Data 


15-31 Dec 51 


1-31 Jan 52 


1-3 Feb 


Miles steamed 


' 2,502 


ii,3or.s 


1134*2 


Fuel Oil Received 


773,192 gal. 


1,583,469 


243524 


Fuel Oil Delivered DD' s 


32,536 gal. 


163,651 


28,644 


Fuel Consumed (underway) 


427,700 gal. 


1 , 641,000 


194,450 


Fuel Oil consumed (anchored) 


73,650 gal. 


_ „ _ 


— _ - 


Average Speed 


13,2 knots 


15.2 knots 


19,4 


Hoiirs Under’./ay 


132 


744 


57.8 



2» Air Department 

a, Catapiilt and Arresting Gear 

During the period of this report Catapult and Arresting gear op- 
erations were normal with the following exceptions: 



The platform for No, 5 barrier air cylinder, located, vd. thin the is- 
land structure aft (Repair VIU locker) was reinforced \d.th' w&lded l/4 inch 
plate. The jxLatfomi, constructed af two I /4 inch plates, is welded boxlike 
at the deck-bulkhead seam, 'J7ith movement of the air cylinder both the bulk- 
head and deck plate would work, causing a torsion of the platform, and cant- 
ing the air cylinder so that the pist?n. rod. •wedged on the side of the cy- 
linder, As a result the barrier rema.^n©d approximately 10 to 12 inches a- 
bove the deck. With additional bracing fore and aft, the twisting action 
was eliminated. 

During the ..past six months of onera' ions it has been determined con- 
clusively that the jet starting units, installed under the edge cC the 
flight deck adjacent to the catapults, have not justified the space and 
maintenance required by them. At the beginning of this period the starter- 
units were used, howe^'er, several times planes could not be started when 
the signal was given, but iimaediately after the launch ^jere lit off satis- 
factorily \with a starter, jeep* Tie use of the units ’/as discon'tinued due 
to their extreme; unreliability, and thereafter the dud problem was .greatly ,,, 
reduced, Starter jeeps have since been used exclusively and. there is -rarely 
any diffic\;lty 'In keeping the catap'.its ”fedf in spite' of the fact that the 
jets are started, only 3-4 minutes before launch time, and. that during a • 
16 -plane, jet launch any/vhere from 24 to 23 engines have to be started. 

Using the starter jeeps, jets, can be tTirned up an-nvhere on the flight or 
hangar deck, P 4 . p ' ■ ^ ^ • P.- ''4 - 




■oi, elpPfti0^i^^ 45 'ite©?', -dofeS'.|;^e;§^nt ^ ]grdi^i§?|, ;^1? iiS §)s>f*§ ^cr iteSii tJiat' 
oi aa F^j*, ]3ropei^^. cgft ’©iWii: 

island ^ilp! feii. olitbdJsj^d,; ?s^'i^. ptSSiti-Gn, ot 

plaoed <^. 5E;''©le^toii' ^ 'd^'Sfe and 

taken o£'^ oti^p, t!^- ^iin 3 :ar defck, l|ife S^ETfS,, licf»ii;^fe3?, 'Sas- .j^d’s^fejS %a be an 
except! csn&ils: nfeiiaMe. airefc^l^, is- .ndt Wadffilw s pan of 

2<X) Bafiskfe# l-aTincE^ii yithdut Mpp) 

IWfing this- tour on, bhe -line;, e©-^ere cpld wfeather t-ira’S 'encountered. 
A.fter three w#ek-e df St?ch conditions it ya‘t fetind necessei# to fite .certeift 
flight- deck ^Irsomelr, ' fesaecially plane d-irectors., relief from i^l :9uties: 
for a short peniod, usually' 0 hoUrt. ISiih the flight fleck ct*e,u 05^. under 
soitpiement, ]|feoportionateiy' longer hours- of ’-'ork have- been required of 
, hands, ihin, pins continued cold neather and high, ■'.•rinds, acrcss. the flight 
deck, have has^ned fatigue. IM-s Pra-c-tlee (short relief fToiii-^ all duties) 
has' paid Mg dividends in tetter leadership and higher morale. 



b. Operating data for hecemher 1051 and January <*£nd February 1$52. 

15-31 ifec 1^31 Jan 1^3 Feb. 



irrested landings 
Catanult 'Cherts (s tarboard’) 
Catapult Shots (port) 
Gasoline, (gallons) 

LubOil Symbol 1100 
LubOil Symbol 1010 
BubOil Symbol 1120 
Alcohol Aa-A-24 
Alcohol AN-A-13 



226 
62 
60 

131,762 gal. 
1,147, gal. 
046 gal. 
300 gal, 
15 gal. 
23 gal. 



1,929 
541 
559 

1,074,607' gal 

4,563 gal 

5,3f3 gal 

2,405 gal 



43 gal 



3. Supply Department for the period 15-31 December 1951* 
a. Aviation Stores 



None 



(1) No particular difficulties vere experienced in obtaining aviation 
stores material, 

(2) Approximately 150 tons of aviation stores representing the last 

major replenishment of stock in this area were received, , 

b. General Stores 

(1) Services rednered by the CASTOR, ELECTRO I, Fleet Activities,' 

and CTG 92,5 were excellent d.-uring this period. The CAS DR ■v/as particularly 
outstanding due to the short period of time it required to screen and fill 
requistions, 

(2) Approximately 75 tons of -GSK materials were received. 






OEGLASSIFIED ' 

g» Shipps Stores 

(1) During the inport period of 15— 2 ^ December^ stores received from the 
afloat a ctivities were 39^ of those ordered# The a'vs.ilability of cobbler^ ■ 
tailor^ and laundry supplies appears, to be critical in this area* A fair 
assortment of other standard items is still available* Additional requirements 
placed on Fleet Activites resulted in 6 ^ completion# 

( 2 ) About ^ tons of stores v/ere received during this period* 

d* Clothing and Smiall Stores . • • 

( 1 ) Very few C&SS items v/e re ordered during this period* 

( 2 ) All items were received -‘with the exception of marks alid service 
stripes, size 32 dungarees, and work gloves, 

e . Commissan?' Officer 

(1) No consents on services while in port. Replenishment at sea is 
decidedly preferable to replenishment in port, 

( 2 ) Received 46 tons of provisions from US3 GibiFFIiiS and 16 tons from 
Fleet Activities, Yokosuka for a total of 62 tons, 

f» ■ Disbursing 

(1) ¥2, 1040 and I 040 A t ax forms were ordered but not procured from 
sources in this area. No receipt transfers of cash while in portp Fifteen . 
deposit record books were received by transfer from Fleet Activities Disbursing 
Office, 

• ( 2 ) Tonnage not applicable. 

For the period 1 January to 15 January 1952 

a,; Aviation Stores 

The period 1 January 1952 was critical for the Aviation Stores Group, 

The ISO day initial allowance of spare parts (approximately 18,000 items) 
insofar as high usage and critical items were concerned, stocks were fairly 
well . exiiausted by the end of November,: 1951, although; stocks were reordered 
as low limits were reached, 510 requistions were pending- on 15 January, re- 
presenting about 1200 items due, Pf these 1200 items 19 were pending oh" a, . , 
Priority A basis for AOG aircraft,; - 

During the first two weeks of January, 5 of the Priority A items were 
received by CODFISH delivery. The oldest pending Priority A requistion is dated 
29 Novem-ber 1951, for a nose assembly for , an AD-4NL; APS- 3 I radome, stock number 
R82-DG-53S0466-50!, Delivery is ia.defirJ.te due to inability of contractor to 
meet requirements because of tooling redesign. 
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Four /O aircraft were AOG because of the critical shortage of: propellers^ 
stock number R87~'^F— P1D0017 • Up to 1 Jamuaiy^ 19 propeller changes had been 
^made on the ESSEX AD aircraft^ with the 4 pending making a total of 23 to date* 
Apparently this requirement is imusually high* • . • . 



Mutual support between the carriers in the operating area continued to 
be of great value, . No ship has failed to send over an viOG part ^ if available* 
The importance of this informal source of supply cannot be' over-'emphasized*' 
The last time the Aviation Stores Group was replenished at sea by the USS— ^ 
JUPITER (AVS-~8) was on 29 October 1951^ snd we do not expect to replenish at 
sea again until 31 January 1952* Replenishment at sea is advantageous and 
greater utilization of this method would improve deliveries of aviation parts 
which are most necessary at this time^ particularly in view of the present ex- 
tended period of deployment of this ship* 




General Stores 

(1) The system of furnishing standard stock continues to be excellent. 
There has been no shortage of important items. 



(2) Electronic and machinery spare parts are the most difficult to re- 

place, Although replenishment sources have furnished available spares promptly, 
only about 30.^ of the items required can be obtained in NaVFE area. Replenish- 
ment from FHOCO is comparatively slow with the result that stocks on board are 
diminishing progressively, . ■ 

( 3 ) Through the combined efforts of CTG 92,5 and GTG 92,1 to procure 
critical spares; CODFISH air deliveries ;• and cooperation between ail ships 

in CTF 77 exchanging parts, vre have had no major equipment shut down for lack 
of spares, , ■ . ; . y, : ■ 

( 4 ) During the period which is covered by this report, the ship has 
J??®.n. operating^ a very cold climate, . Experience„during' this .time has: proven: -- 

that alll of the type of winterization equipment as allowed has been adequate. 
Considering that this ship is allov/ed 2,250 complete sea Qutfits of clothing, 
it is suggested that specially const’jrcted storerooms be provided. This 
would greatly facilitate issues and provide for better care of the clothing 
viiile in stock. 



c, Commissarv 



One hundred and sixteen tons of provisions were, received from- the USS 
PSL'dilS (AFU) in less than two hours; up to the present time about 4?^, 5 tons 
per hour was avera,ge. The service has been satisfactory except for some of the 
highly perishable fresh items such as lettuce, tomatoes and celery. It is 
suggested that the AF's noti.fy ships present when they take on their fresh 
provisions so the larger ships could load a month's supply, thus eliminating 
excessive handLing and facilitating sorting of perishable items, • 





An itemized list of all provisions carried by the supply ships would be mutually 
helpful- al.ong with instructions on the most expeditious, means of replenishment, 
s.uch as, suggestive quantities, better time to order, at sea or in port, and 
items , that the jiF v/ould like to move. 





.y- 




d, disbursing 
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The last details of the^viransition from' old to hew' pay' records was ; - 
completed, . Income tax formsy (W-2) Witjiholding Statements, were prepared for ,. . 
distribution to all hands, . :'' ■ , - ■■'■/■ ' ' I- . " , 



e. Clothing and Small Stores . : . 1 . 

The following items are difficult to obtain in sufficient quantities 
to maintain adequate stock levels, and at present are at the low limits. 

Trouser, Dungaree, Sizes 31 and 32, 

Socks, Black, Cotton, Size 10|, 



Service Stripes, Blue 
Branch Marks 
f. Ship’s Store 

^ ■ i 

By the use of several display tables at scheduled times, the ships 
store has been . able, to, present souvenir;: items to shipis company, ■;,- ;This- 
has been necessary since these items can not be displayed along with other 
merchandise because of the inadequacy of show spa'ce in the ship’s stores, 

4, Administration 

The complement of this vessel must be maintathed at, the authorized level , 
of 2066 enlisted . personnel in order to carry out the mission of the shipi during 
the present type of deployment. No, problem existed with respect to persornel 
until the change in deployment: schedule, whibh, required '.that , many^^,d Petty 

Officer personnel be transferred from’ the ship prior to" its departure for the 
continental United States, Corrective measures have been taken to cover the 
additional period of deplo3rmeht , by the ordering of ’’short timer" personnel to- 
the ship, 



The stowage and correction of the Cl C allowance of H, 0, charts have proved 
to be a problem. The number of portfolios sent to„the ship for CIC has been 
far more than required for any particular cruise, ,, In fact, during the : present ' 
action in the Sea of Japan one-chart was used for weeks on. endy; and once a month : 
three or four additional charts were used proceeding to and from port. 

In the meantime correction : changes to the entire allowance of charts con— q 
tinned to be received regularly. In order to keep up with these changes critical , 
radar rates were taken from their primary CIC jobs , At times , due . to the ship' s 
steady operation," personnel to record the changes have not been available 
otherwise 








No stowage faci^ties exist. In CIC for charts. Consequently, in, order to ■ ' , ';'/ 

stow the CIC;,, allowance, facilities designed for the us'e’|of iiir^^ and . , ' 

■ the Operations Department in generai-have been usurped;' ..This '.in' turn has ' " ■;.’: 

overcrovjded the Operations' Department entire filing system facilities; ' ; 

It is r'econmended that consideration be given to a' "tailor-made" allov/ance ■ 
of H, 0, charts for CIC based upon the partictilar cruise or operation in . 
vihich the ship is expected to be involved or, that the Navigator' s allowance be ' 

a'dgmented in certain categories upon v^hich- CIC might draw for its needs, 

6, Communications 



Hs a result of improvements in commmications effected during the fourth 
period of operations, ESSEX was able to carry out task force coirmiuni cations 
responsibilities more expeditiously than ai-.y previous period. 



CW Circuits 

Following requests initiated by this command, a reassignment of frequencies 
was made by the area commiander for the Tactical ,oir administrative' net CCoint 
Operation Center, Korea —net control . station) , Two ad'ditional daytime 
frequencies (designated Z-29‘ and' Z-30 in the curi’ent edition of 5th Air Force 
Communication Operating Instructt'!! ^29) have greatly benefitted conditions 
on this , circuit. Circuit, G-65, usad. on a continuous 24-hour basis , prior to the 
new assignments is hcw employed primiarily as the night frequency, 

■•he use of the Task Force - Common CV« circuit (designated C4,3c in JaNaP 
195-B) has been extended and. its value increased by the relay through a 
destroyer in TF'77 of traffic to and from Task Force 95 — specif,, TG 95»2 
units (with the screen commander in ttb -'“^rce designating the guardship) . 

This destroyer ■ closes down on C4,3c to tr‘ nsmit to TF 95 "units on G4»3 a, On 
an experimental basis, this arrangement proved hi^ly satisfactory, 

■ - All other CW:’circuits'^have“been' operated as- before;- 'Experience- has ; proved 

that the "replenishment" circuit (C2e).is best guarded by the flagship, and 
the guardship of the wea-recco circuit assigned to a carrier or cruiser in 
'company, .... "... ■ • - '4 : 4 '4 

Numerous (a-nd,. it. is felt, excessive) orders for shifts of frequency on the 
7th Fleet Command net (Cl6) continued to be recorded during this period of 
operations, . ' , ' ■ : 

Radioteletype Circuits 4i ■4. '' ' 

hn evaluation of the total daily hour's operating time of the ,ship-to- 
shore RhTT circuit with NDT, Tokyo, has pointed up the' great; advantage, of ^ q 
this miethod for clearing S/S traffic, a 15— day test estimate has shovm that ' 
the flagship was in teletype communicatioa.s , with the4beach , an average of 20-' ' 

plus hours daily^ Excellent cooperation has been obtained, from4 the shore - 
facility during this period making possible the successful Duplex operations ■ ; 

serving ■units afloat'. As flagship, ESSEX cleared traffic from the beach to ' 
commands such as Com7tbJlt and CTF 95 in addition to4 transmit ting almost all ; ■ 
traffic received from the force for shore station relay by means of this circuit. 
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To a large ■ extent the success of ■ shipboard operations has been due to the use ^ 
of the ■ TB A-^nodel transmitter, ' NDT supplemented the hvmiber of frequencies avail- 
able to CTF 77 adding frequency- G19a to the frequencies allocated by Circxiit 
A4.S (refer J^iNaP 195-B) • A lower frequency than any that had been previously, ,: 
allocated, C19a has proved an ideal working frequency for night transmissions; 
the difficulties from dusk-tb— dawn interference (evaluated as other TTY tmas- . 
mitting stations ashore) encountered oh A4*Sa and have bc-en effectively 

reduced,. NDT has further improved teletype communications by adding, a fre- 
quency in the VLF band (123 kc») for dusk-to-dawn Fox broadcast as well as for 
Duplex purposes with this command (when acting as flagship). 

Voice Circuits: 






The conditions on the circuit with JOG, Korea, continue to leave room for 
im.provem.ent ; this command’s request for a change, particularly in the fre- 
quencies assigned to the circuit at night, has not been acted upon to date, 

_ _ V,. 

With the receipt of TED transmitters on boards the testing of this new 
equipment on circuits such as the Flag Conference net is planned, Cn the last 
day of this report the frequency for this circuit was changed from 386,6 me 
(T5) to 307.4 me (T3), 

NOTE: The first TED fully installed has been used successfully on the. Task 

Group Commanders net (HaTT),' designated circuit T6 < — although a full evaluation 
is not possible at this tim;e, . ' 

Antenna Installations : 

A letter to BuShips iis being prepared requesting a clarification of the ' ; 

conditions requiring the rigging and unrigging of whip antenna? (5 forward, and 
8 aft), ESSEX' average daily loss of transmitting time on the forward whips 
has been about 3^ hours; on the after whips., about 45 minutes, Pinmary cause of. ; 

this ipss has been the plane-gassing operations for vhich the "de-energizing" 
of whips has been required. 

Traffic;' ■ 'hP 

A preliminary traffic analysis for the period 1-31 January 19 52, indicates 
the following volume of incoming and outgoing traffic by radio, visual means, , i. 
and mail. Only total figuibs are shown, . ■ ? i 

^ Incoming — 22,861 , Outgoing - 5j432 . ' o 

.Personnel; ' : - ■ yi-/';'' -v- 

Due to the fact that six key personnel eiigible for transfer volunteered 
to remain on board until the ship’s return stateside, communications has been . , 

able to operate effectively (Coriditioh HI Watch Schedule) with enlisted 
personnel- assigned as follows;’ 





Teletype 

Main Coirmunicatlons 

Signal 

fost Offide 









Shipps Company 
33 



15 

24 



4 



TOT/iL, 



85 




Includes 4 Marine ’Detachment personnel earv’iiag.-as messengers. 



N ,R , The total of 100 personnel is believed the minimiim number with which a 
flagship can fulfill its communications obligations. 



7, Air Intelligence 

Mhoto Interpretation 



The majority of photo interpretations during the period were devoted 
to the preparation of flak mosaics for distribution to all carriers operating 
with the force. These mosaics were prepared for the major strikes as well 
as routine rail cutting and were well received by the Air Groups embarked. On 
particularly intense flak concentrations it was found that new positions were 
installed in a matter of 48 hours or less and therefore required photo coverage 
approximately every 2 or 3 days. The enemy has utilized previously unccuppied 
positions which make it Imperative that photo interpreters arnctate all gun 
positions, occupied or \jnoccupied, in order that the pilots will be aware 
of their presence. These mosaics, once prepared, were copied, printed, and 
assembled in book fom for easy reference on the pilots’ kp^e pads or chart 
boards, 

For the latter portion of this period, the F2H-2P have been operated to 
supplement the coverage obtained Toy the F9F-2P, Arrangements with the Air 
Force for two K-38 36" cameras were successful) the cameras were installed in 
the F2H~2 P's which enabled them to photograph the high intensity flak areas 
at 15000 feet and still obtain scales suitable for flak analysis. The K~38 ■ 
photography is far superior to the K-17 in that one lim is required to cover 
an area idiich heretofore required three runs. 



In view of the above, it is highly recommended that future photo detach^ 
ments deployed t'"' V7esPac be equipped with planes capable of accommodating 
K-38 cameras, '■ 

Air Group FIVE Vi=s now completed four full months in the Korean operating 
area using origin. 1 charts covered ■with frisket paper, ' As far aa can be • 
detemiined the charts show all indication of being fully serviceable for 
another period. 
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S, Photography 

a» Aerial Film Drying 

The film-diying problem was temporarily solved dxiring warm weather 
by installation of two aerial film— dryers in one of the heated uptake spaces. 
Curing the past two months of cold weather operations this uptake space lost 
a considerable amount of its heating power. During the warm weather the aerial 
film dryers (E-18-D-794 Morse A-5) were operated in the uptake space at the 
maximum speed. of five feet per minute. During cold weather it has been operated 
at approximately two f-.;et per minute. 




OPERATING SPEEDS DRYING Tli-iCS 
Operating Speed of Dryer Time required for drying 200' roll 



5 feet per minute 
4 feet per minute 
3 feet per minute 
2 feet per minute 
1 foot per minute 



40 minutes 
50 minutes 
1 Hr . 7 minutes 
1 Hr 40 mdnutes 
3 Hr 19 mdnutes 



MAKIMUM OFERhTING SPEEDS OF DHTExtS ON BOhRD 



E-18-D-794 
Morse A-5 

5 feet per minute 



E-ia-D-796 
Model "J” 

3 feet per minute 



With the addition of a heater \init (E-18-H-34S-300) for the Model "J" 
aerial film dryer the m.aximum speed remained' three (3) feet per m^inute,- 

b. Matte Print Dryer 'd 

The matte print dryer (E-18-D-830)V lised for Sonne print drying,, has 
\een operated at the rate of three feet per m.lnute requiring one m.an to operate , 
capable of drying either one or tv/*"' rolls at a tim.e. During this opera'ting 
period the mntte print dryer was speeded up to the rate of six feet per minute, 
requiring, two men for drying one roll or three men for drying two rolls 
simultaneously, . V y ' ' 

The faster drying was accomplished by installing reels in the overhead for 
hanging approximately 40' of Sorne ' paper . The was sponged or squeegeed and 

then advanced over the reel^ into the dryer. This partial, drying has Veen found 
necessary to remove enough moisture in order that the higher rate of drying 
six feet a minute could be maintained. The diyer itself was speeded up by using 
a smaller-sized pulley.^, : - 
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Speed of matte print 
dryer 



Time req, to 
diy 1 200' 
roll ' 



Aver* time per 
roll 2 rolls at 
a time. 



No, men req. No, men req, 
to diy 1 roll to dry 2 rolls 
at a time , at a time. 



3 feet per minute 


67 Min. 


34 Min, 


1 ■ 


1 


6 feet per minute 


34 Man. 


18 ^^in, 


3 


3 


12 feet per minute 


18 Min. 


9 Min , 


2 


3 



The^f.lity or type of Sonne paper has been a major factor in the drying 
problem. Experience has proved the dryer can be operated very satisfactorily 
at ^ feet per uinute when the Sonne paper does not break dov.Ti, It has been 
found that the majority of the Sonne paper being usedy (Kodak Resisto Rapid, 

Navy S/N E-18-P-328 Cont, No, ,A,F, 33-038-15597 Spec, No, 67) has broken down 
in processing, allowing the solutions to get to the paper base and resulting 
in slower drying to remove moisture, 

USE OF E-56 20” CkMSHa IN F9F-2P AIRCR.aFT 

An F-5i'^ 20" camera has been used during this operating period in the 
F9F-2P aircraft for shooting aerial oblique photographs. This installation 
was made primarily to shoot color transparencies. This was done to utilize 
F-56 color film on board and to minim izethe quantity of solutions required 
for processing. Handling of the 7" width film has been easier than for 9" film, 
Prevlcuisly , only K-I 7 12" or K-I 7 could be mounted in the Banshee in the 
oblique postinn. Brackets were installed on tricnnions for attachiment to the 
camera. The handles of the camera were removed, and the handle bolts were used 
to secure the trunnions to the camera bodies. The forward trunnion on the 
camera was fitted into one of the motinting slots in the aircraft camera mount 
viiich is used for installation of the K-17 6"; while the rear trunnion on the 
camera ■ (fitted in place of the rewind handle) was' fitted into one of the mount- 
ing slots used for installation of the K— 17 12", Mounted in this manner the 
camera has an approximate depression angle of 10 degrees. The camera can be 
mounted with the aperture and shutter speed knobs at the top for convenience 
in making the desired settings. 

Fourth Operating Period 29 December 1951 through 31 January 1952 



Total n'Bimber of photographic missions- flown 81 

Total number of rolls filed 104 

Average number exposures per roll 73 

Total number of 9 uc 9 B/W negatives used ' j y 6659 • 

Total number of 9 -X 18 D/W negatives used . ■ ■ 1271 

Total number of 9 x 9 bplf^r transparencies used 188 





Total number of 9x9 3^ prints made 79>908 
Total number of 9 x 18 B/VT prints made ; 15,252 
Total number of prints made , ■ -95,160 



TIME PPjODUCTICN FIGURES FOR FOURTH PERIOD 
. , '29 PSCEMBSR 1951 THROUGH 31 ■ JAN-UAliI919.52 

Rurjiinp Time 

Average time to process & wash one' roll, 71 1 3r 11 Min, 

Average time to dry one roll of film, 69 Min 2 Hr 19 Min, 



Average time to make first flash print and deliver to 

film marking, 84 Mnn 3 Hr 43 Min. 

Average time to identify, m^ark (grease pencil) and 

deliver flash print to F,I,. Officer, 70 Min 4 Hr 53 Min, 



Average tine to mark one roll of film (computed from: 
time of delivery to film marking ■until time returned , 

to laboratory for distribution printing), • ». 124 PMn 6 Hr 57 Min, 

Average time for one set of marked prints to P.I, (. 2 -Hr 20 Min 9 Hr 17 Min, 

(This print made from marked negatives). Time computed 

from tir,e of delivery of fiim to laboratory from film . . 

marking until completed set of prints delivered to 

P,I, Officer, 

AERIAL PHOTOGR^APHY PRCDUCTICN 

1ST PERIOD THROUGH 4TH PERIOD 24 . AUGUST 19 51 THROUGH 31 UmNUAilY 1952 
Total'number of missions flo-wn 263 



Total number of B/W rolls filed 
Total number of color rolls filed 
Total number of 9 x 9> B/W negatives used 
Total number of 9 x 18 3/W negatives used 
Total numbem of 9 x 9 color transparencies used 
Total nuirLer of 9 ' x 9 B/V/ prints made 
Total number of 9 x 18 B//f prints made 
Total number of all prints made 



369 

4 

21,385 

■ 1271 
188 

216,081' 

15,252 

231,333 



Average exposures per roll(for lst,2nd3rd,4th operating prriod) 6l 

■ . • . 17 /. - ' : ; , ■ 




RECORD OF K-25 STRIKE PHOTO 4TH OPERATING PERIOD 
29 DECEI®EH 1951 THROUGH 3 I J^uNUiiRY 1952 " 



Rolls taken' 75 
Total possible exposures 1588 
Total exposures taken IO 67 
Total usable exposures ■ , . 786 
Total unusable exposures 315 
Total negatives filed 118 
Rolls not used due to poor techniques 2 
8 X id prints made 1770 



(2ND, 3RD, ^ID 4TH OPERATING PEHIODO 
4 OCTOBER 1951 TROUGH 31 jmURY 52 



Rolls taken 209 

Total possible exposures 4483 

Total exposure taken . 3360 

Total usable exposures 2284 

. Total unusable exposures ' 1081 

Total negatives filed 355 

Rolls not used due to poor techniques 15 

8 X 10 prints made 5325 



record' of K-17 STRIPZE PHOTO 

- 4'IH OFERaTING PERIOD 29 EECEIvIEEH 1951 THltDUGK 31 J^3U/UiY 52 



Rolls taken 7 

Total peps jble exposures - 280 

Total exposures taken 280 

■ Total usable exposures • . 90 

Total unusable exposures - . ^ : I 90 

Total negatives filed 45 

Rolls no-fc used due to poor techjiiques 0 

8 X 10 prints made 675 



GUN Camera FOOTaGS 

1, Gun oamera footage has been handled in the following manner; 



a. The mexposed magazines have been drawn from the ship's photographic- 
laboratory by the Petty Officer in charge of the K—3-A processing machine. 



b. The magazines have then been titled with pilots' names and squadrons 
on each individual roll (magazine) of gun camera film before installation in 
the aircraft. The magazines then have been delivered to the squadron ready 
rooms and placed in the pilots* boxes. 



■ 0 . ■ 
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c. Loading magazines in gun cameras has been the pilots’ resfx''nsi'bility 
vri.th actual installation made by their plane captains, 

d. Setting of the lens and the number of frames per, second has been done 
by the Petty Officer processing the film. Special attention has been given 
to quality of film and necessary lens adjustments, 

e. Follovdng each flight the plane captains have removed exposed film 
from the aircraft for delivery to the ready moms, 

f. At 1800 daily the Petty Officer in charge of processing has obtained 
all film in the ready roomsfor delivery to the K-3-A processing mom,/ The 
film has been processed and editedthe same night in order to have the finished- 
film ready for delivery to the ship's photographic laboratory. The squadron 
representatives have then called for the finished film for eventual assessment, 

PROCESSING OF GUM FILM TO A I-ISGaTIW. 

ADV^TAGES ^ISADVal'JTxGES 

Greater latitude in exposures. Pilots have difficulty distinguish- 
ing objects for identification. 

More film proces sable without 
changing solutions. 

Little upkeep required on tanks since 
solutions contain' no strong acids, 

PROCESSING OF GLl^ Cj-HBRa FILM TO A POSITIVE 

ADVaNT^GSS DISAlVillTAGES 

Pilots have little difficulty Exposure is very critical, 

identifying objects. 

Solutions must be renewed fre— 

. . quently. 



Tanks require constant cleaning 
and maintenance due to the use 
of ^ulphric acid and sodium 









hydroxide used in the 
solutions ♦ 


reversal 


Footage Processed 


• 










1st Period 


2nd Period 


3rd Period. 1th Period 


TOTAL • 


BSM N egative 


11,000 


6900' 


8900' : ' 


26,800' 


B&W Reversal 




^ 


- - - 13,000 


13,000 




Processing Problems . 

a. Spots and streaks on the film apparently caused by potassium bi- 
chromate notthproughly dissolved before use* The bichromate settles to the 
bottom and forms on the sides’ of the bleach tank adhering to the film prior 
to re-exposure* 

b* The film does not dry when machine operated at 13 feet per minute 
as recoiTimended T* 0. 10—10-25* 

3* Viewing and Evaluation of film* 

Due to the high speed of Banshee aircraft gun camera' footage obtained 
has left much to be desired* Frame rate of the present cameras has not been 
fast enough to keep pace with strafing runs over target area* The jet aircraft 
do not begin to pull out of their dives at sufficiently low altitudes to enable 
the focal length of camera lenses to produce an image large enough for satis- 
factory evaluation* 



K-17 STRIKE photography 

A K-17 24'* camera was used during this operating period for strike 
photographs in conjunction with K-25 strike photography* It was desired to 
obtain a usuable size image of bomb damage from a higher altitude than the 
altitudes from which K-25 (f/l 63/8*' ) strike photographs have been made*' 

A camera capsule was designed Vy VF— 54 personnel to accommodate the K-17 
24** camera* This capsule was suspended from the wing in the same manner as the 
K-25 except it was hung at stub wing station left* The camera was electrically 
operated; vacuum was supplied by a venturi tube* Installation and photography 
proved very satisfactory; however, the capsule with camera was lost in action 



on. 15 January, 1952. . - 
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Copy to: 


CNO (Advance, airmail) (2) 




USS aI^TIETAM (GV 36 ) 


COMaIRPAC (Advance, airmail) 


( 2 ) 


USS.KEARSARGE (CV33) 


CINGPACFLT (Advance, airmail) 


( 2 ) 


CVG: 5, (5)/. : / 


comcardiv one 




■ R ■ cvG ' 11 ^ 


COMSEVENTHFLT 




: GyG,15 


OOMNAVFE 




a: 


comcaRiiv three 




GVG 102 ■ 


COMCARDIV FIVE 




AIR Task- GROUP ONE 


USS BOXER (CV21) 




GOMNaVFE evaluation., GROUP 


USS PRINCETON (CV 37 ) 




(CDR W. W. BiffiHM) . 


US'S PHILIPPINE SEa (GV47) 
USS VALLEY FORGE (CV45) 

USS BON HOME RICHaRD (CV 31 ) 
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1. In accordance vdth reference (a^, the action report for the period 
Febniary 1952 to 7 March 1952 is hereby submitted, 

PART I COMPOSITION OF 0l\!N FORCES MISSION: 

a. At various times during the period of this report , Task Force 77 was 

composed of the following units: USS ESSEX (CV9), ComCarDiv ONE, RaDM J, PERKY, 

USN, embarked, USS VALLEY FORGE (CV45), CbmCarDiv.FIVS, RaDM F. ¥. McMiliCN, USN, 
embarked, USS ANTIETAM (CV36), USS PHILIPPINE SEa(CV47), USS WISCONSIN (BB64), 
Com SEVENTH Fleet, VADM H. M. MaRTIN, USN, embarked, (Relieved by VaDM R. P. 
BRISCOE 3 March 1952), USS ST PAUL (GA73), ComCruDiv ONE, RaDM E. E, STONE, USN, 
embarked, USS ROCHESTER (CA124), and \mits of Destroyer Division 52, 71» 72, 

92, and 111, 

b. During the subject period, the USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East coast 
of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (2nd revision), plus 
supplemental plans and orders issued dviring the period, 

. The mission of Task, Force 77 was primarily to support the United Nations 
ground forces in Korea; the support missions included deep support, armed and 
photographic reconnaissance , interdiction, NGF epob-,’ interdijation’idf fenejay 
suppS^yt lines and strikes against enei^ installations , 

PART II CHRONOLOGY; ' . ■ _ 

4 February Moored to Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan for yard availability, 

17 February rest and recreation, / , R 

18 February 0557 underway Yokosuka, Japan for operating area .in accordance with 

ComCarDiv ONE 140022Z Feb* USS Va;SC0N3IN (BB64)y USS ANTIETA^I , ■ - 
. (CV36) and DesDiv 72 in company. Conducted training exercises. 



19 February Proceeding to Operating Area, Conducted Refresher Air Operations, 




(a) Ictstiiictisf. 34^0^4 

(1) Carrier Air Group FIVE Action Report; 4 February 1952 tef 7 March 

1952 - 



022849 




20 February Conducted refresher Air Operations, 

1100 arrived operating area and joined -Task Force 77 •, 

1300 RADM J, PERRY, USN,. relieved HaDM F^. McMAHON, USN, as 
CTF 77,: ^ 

21 February Conducted Air Operations,.. 

1037 AD, BUNR. 123933, ditched at EA 4509 due enemy M fire. 

Pilot (LTJG F. S. JUTRaS) picked up by USS THOMPSON (DD760) 

Pilot sustained minor injuries, 

1630 .F4U. BUNR, 97475 crashed at sea in the vicdjiity of K-50. 
Probable c'iuse, pilo'’^ (LTJG'F’j‘Ge GERGSN) disoriented in snow 
storm. Not recovered j listed as killed in line of duty# 

22 February Conducted Air Operations, 

1433 AD, BUNK. 123947, ditched inside iiSW screen. Probable cause 
loss of nil pressure. Pilot (LT ¥. B. kUNCIE); recovered by ships 
helicopter; no injuries sustained,. 



23 February 

24 February 

25 Febnaary 

26 February 

27 February 

28 February 

29 February 

1 March 

2 March 

3 March 

4 March 

5 March 



Conducted Air Operations,. 

Task Force replenished. 

Conducted Air Operations forenoon. Air Operations cancelled in 
afternoon due to weather. 

Task Force replenished. 

Conducted Air Operations , A • 

Conducted Air Operations, 

Conducted Air Operations, 

Task Force replenished, . 

Conducted Air Operations / 

Air 0per?-tions cancelled due to weather, . 

Conducted Air Operations,. Transferred replacement aircraft 
to uss;:antietam Ccv36):;A:--;AA';:Vf:A::;;A 

Transferr^ replacement aircraft to UGS yALLiiY FORGE (CV45) • ■ 

1105 RADM F, W, MCMAHON, USN, relieved RhDM J .^PERRY, USN, as ' 
CTF 77, Task Element 77^04: GTE Captain 

Commanding Officer USS ESSEX (CV9) with: RADM J. PERRY, USN,. Com(^^ 
Div ONE embarked, USS TAUSSIG (DD 746 ) and USS Hanson CDD832) ■' ' 

departed Operating Area for Yokosuka, Japan in accordance with ■ 
CTF 77 O2O7IOZ l>farch. 



-T-.; 

'■ A- 'r ' 

■ yrr:>./r: 



6 March Enroute Yokosuka, .Japan, 










0927 anchored in berth 138 Yokosuka, Japan 
9 March 0600 shifted berths portside to Piedomnnt pier (Berth 12). 



10 March USS ESSEX (CV9)’ chopped to CoirJIavFe for onward muting CONUS and 

so ended the first combat tour of the USS ESSEX (CV 9 ) (27-A conversion) , 
The work done by the ship and Mr Group can best be told by the follow- 
ing dispatch received from ComNavFe addressed. G0MCiii'®IV ONE, USS 
ESSEX, and AIE GROUP FI\^: CCMJGl^DER NaVM FORCES FhR EMT IS DEEPLY 

A7PRECIMIVE OF IKE SPLENDID MiiNNER IN VJHICH ESSEX PILOTS BACKED BY THE 
ESSEX CREl'/ Ha’JE DOGGEDLY STRUCK DM MTER DM aT THE COMMUNIST 
TRMSPORTATION NSTvfOi'K IN NORTHEAST KOREA X THE COMBINED EFFORTS OF IKE 
AIIc GROUP AND THE SHIPS COMPANY GUIDED BY THE IMAGINnTION «ND C>iRE- 
FUL PLANNING OF IKE CnRDIV ONE STMF HaVs BEEN A PMME FkCTOR IN THE 
CAMPAIGN TO KEEP THE ENEMY INEFFECTI^TE X ALL C-OD SPEED MD THE BEST 
OF LUCK ALWAYS X VMM C T JOY 



11 March O 6 OO pursuant Admin ComNavFe 090010 Z the USS ESSEX (CV 9 ) with ComCar 
Div ONE embarked, underway for San Diego via Pearl. 

PART III OFcDNiiNCE: . 



1. Expenditxire of Air Ordnance. 

See enclosure (l) 

2, Expenditure of Ship’s Ordnance for training. 

a. For the Period 4-29 February: 

^ • 25 ^ rounda^ 5”3B - ^ 

' 107 rotaids 3 "50 

b. For the Peidod 1-7 March: 

24 rounds 5"38 : 

121 rounds 3 "50 



c . The following totals of ammunition were expended for training while the 
USS ESSEX (CV 9 ), operated in the Far East Command,"- The^ period covered was 
from 18 August 3.951 to 5* March 1952. 

1>135 rounds 5"38 ; . ' ■ ' \ •' '■ . 

4 >114 rounds 3" 50 

28,679 ro\mds 20nmi ' . DR * . ■ • . " • . 

3, Comments on Performance of Ordnance, ' - ^ 

a. The performance of ship’s ordnance equipment was satisfactoiy. 




S 
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PART IV BATTLE D;it^AGE ^ 

1. Ship ■" ■■■ ' A; : 

a. During the period of this report several cracks were found in the welded 
joints of the longitudinal strength manber and web along the overhead of the 
second deck# Repairs were made by ship’s force by chipping out the old weld 
and beveling the crack before rewelding. 

The locations of these cracks was as follows: 

Compt, A-215-L 
Compt, B-208-L 
Compt. B-208-L 
Compt*. B— 208—L 
Compt.. 3-212-L 
Compt, . B-212-L 
Compt, B-214-l> 

2. Damaged infHcted on the enemy. 

See enclosure (l), 

3. Damage inflicted on ESSEX aircraft. 

See enclosure (l), 

PART V PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE i>ND CaSUALTISS ; 

1, Performance, 

Under the' hea'i^" work lo 'd' of "continuous ope rat iorisy'the^p^^ of 

all personnel has been excellent. Morale has been a factor requiring no ■ 
special attention as plans were laid during the ship’s training period for 
a program of events outlined below to include maximum utilization of. welfare 
and recreational facilities. Prior to the ship's deployment to WesPac the 
following was. instituted: ,,, A 

a. Recreation and hobby— craft materials were purchased and plans made to 

maintain the interest of and offer diversion, to the crew. ■ ,, 

b, A nightly broadcast was conducted by an officer of the r Air Combat 
Intelligence Office to keep the crew informed on the activities of the dAy, 

c» A daily newspaper was published to keep personnel informed through the 
latest wire releases. . ■ 

The ESSEX Broadcasting System was organized with members of the crew 
participating' as program directors, engineers, technicians, disc jockeys, 
announcers, etc. Programs, both canned and live, were broadcast several hours 
each day over the RBO This served not only to provide entertairmient for those 
who listened but was excellent training for the men who participated. 
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: ei Each evening the Protestant and Catholic chaplains 
conducting evening prayers limiediately following tattoo, ; ' 

f. Happy Hours were rehearsed and shown to the crew at the end of each 
combat tour viiile enrout e to. Yokosuka , J apan , Talent was plentiful, and the 
performances were very well received by the crew. Personnel of the S. Naval 
Hospital, Yokosuka enthusiastibally received a special showing peformed in 
December 1951, • 



g. In port, smokers and basket-ball games were sched\iled with other ships 
and shore activities , 



h. Sightseeing and camera tours were arranged for the men during each 

"in port" period, ' 

i, Japanese Variety Shows were arranged for aboard ship. 



j* At- Christmas the ship entertained 100 Japanese Orphans, 

k. Cub Scouts from Tokyo and Yokosuka were entertained, 

l, At Thanksgiving while in the operating area, the ship entertained 
six GI’s from the front lines in Korea' as guests, 

m, German, Japanese and Spanish classes as well as courses in Bible and 
Religious Instruction were held weekly, 

n. Divine services were held regularly for Protestants, Catholics, Latter 
Day Saints and Christian Scientists, 

Memorial Services -Were, conducted- at the end of ; each operational- period, - 

p. Movies were shown daily except when combat conditions prohibited,*/ Two 
showings were usually run each evening , 

q. The ship’s paper "The Carrier Pigeon" was published semi-snonthLy, The 

editorial staff was composed of all crew members, ■: / 

. r, A Crxiise Book was assembled and printed in Japan, for distribution, 

s. On replenishment 'days, the Ship’s Band played on the hangar deck and 
contributed much morale.,; v ; 

These various acti-vities outlined above proved; great benefit to the 
crew for they tau,ght us to play as well as •work and fight- as a team, , 

2* • -.Casualties, ; r 

a,; Ship’s ^Company 

There were no casualties sustained by ship’s company personnel. 











1 






b» Air Group FIVE 

See enclosxire (l), ' •; / 

PART VI COM^^SNTS ^ ; ; 

1, Engineering Department 

a. The Engineering Department experienced no casualties during this 
operational period, 

b. Recommendations, 



None 



c. Steaming 'Data 

11-29 Feb ,.. 1-7 March 



Miles Steamed 45G3»3 2104,8 

Fuel Oil received 5^0,208 386,442 

Fuel Oil Delivered DD's 0 0 

Fuel consumed (undeivay) 696,380 370,270 

Fuel consumed (anchored) 42,440 8,480 

Average Speed 16,3 ■ 16,7 

Hours. Underway 281,1 , 144 



21 Aug 1951 
7 March 1952 
17 , 693.6 
10,743,023 
1,424,016 
8,995,795 
378,950 
16,2 
3684,8 



d. During the period 24 August 1951 through 7 March 1952 the USS ESSEX 
fueled 32 destroyers, at an average rate of' 85,500 gallons per hour. The 
USS ESSEX refueled from tankers 37 times during this period at an average 
fueling rate of 175,000 .gallons per hour, 

2, Air Intelligence 

a-. Photo Interpretation 

Photo Interpretation,, like a heavily loaded freight train, got off to 
a slow start at the beginning of the first tour of duty in the Korean Theatre,. 
During the first operating period, many mistakes were ma.de and corrected. In 
order to enable future carriers to avoid some of the pitfalls these suggestions 
are offered* ’ ; _ _ 

(l) Prior to arrival in the Task, Force stress the importance of K-25 
strike photographs. Since most pilots are not experienced in this type of 
camera work a discussion regarding type of rm, altitude, scale, and general 
make-up of camera installation proves most beneficial, / 

- a. Items such as strafing during camera runs, 
b* Starting camera too far away f:^m target,,, 

c» Erratic maneuvers during run are a few that should -be emphaoitJad, 



( 




Valuable time is lost, trying to pinpoint pictures taken/without knowledge of 
•location, A photo card readily filled out in 4 digit coordinates shoi^d be made 
available to all pilots of K-25 equipped aircraft, . / 




(2) An up to date file of photographs covering Korean "KING" airfields 
should be maintained with a tickler system showing the last photo coverage and 
status of each field, A separate alphabetical': file should be maintained of other 
Korean fields. These established photographs can be readily located and the 
status of the fields quickly determined. 



(3) Complete and current 1:500,000 AMS L 751 series maps should be avail- 
able in sufficient nranbers in order that strike leaders, briefers, photo pilots,^ 
and film-marking personnel have an adequate supply, A minimum of 10 copies of 
each chart should be on band. The Far East Air Force Material command located 
at Tachikawa AFB has these maps instock, available for distribution to Naval 
Forces, 



w 



(4) All photography should be marked and checked. by the photo pilots • 

prior to its delivery to the Photo Interpreter, The iir:p)ortance of correct 

, coordinates cannot be overemphasized. The additional time required by the photo 
pilots and film marking personnel in accurately locating photography will later 
pay off great divedends in speeding up the actual interpretation and dissemination 
of the P,I, Report, 

(5) During the early portion , of combat operations, the primary targets 
were rail and highway bridges. Pictures of these bridges .should be filed 
alphabetically by area and numerically within each area. This enables rapid, 
location of desired bridges^ as well as other targets. As the AA defenses. in- 
creased, more and more time was devoted to flak analysis. The original concept 
was to prepare flak mosaics of bridges or other targets including commanding, 
terrain. These mosaics proyed to. be ,yery_ satisfactory , , However, .the whole 
operation was changed and 12—16 mile sectors of RR track were choseri as primary 
targets, " Flak mosaics were then prepared of the entire route. Usually three 
parallel runs at 1:5,000 were required to give sufficient coverage, 

AA encountered in this theater, unlike German or Japanese AA positions 
of World War II, is mobile in every, sense of the word. Positions pinpo^ted 
one day ■will or can be moved the following day. Old positions are utilized 
whenever they are present. No attempt was made to break the sizes down other 
than small airms including machine guns, automatic weapons and heavy, _ v 

(6) Each ship should have a minimum of two enlisted men to assist the, 
photo interpret ator in carrying out the required duties, these men should be 

PH, or /JF, strikers or petty officers, and prefere^bly sho^lld have ^at tended , 
one of the photo i nterpretation schools. The ESSEX utilized the facilities at . 
Barbers P<^int, > 

(7) Photographic and photo interpretation procedures as outlined by , 
Gf^nmander Air Force, Pacific Fleet restricted Itr FF4— l/J12 serial 30/307^. 

of 14 February 1952 sho^lld be utilized as the basic operating procedures, . , 

. ■ . • . • ■ ■ ' 
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b» Air Group FIVE has now-: soinpleted' the entire combat tour in the Korean . 
operating area using original charts covered with frisket paper. As far as 
can be determined the charts show all indica,tion of being seifviceable fop fur- 
ther use. It is therefore recommended that the allowance of ACS 1:250; 000 1 . 
charts be reduced to fifty^ 

c. It was found during the training period at Fearl Harbor that it would 
assist the ACI personnel to have a small glass viewing port between ACI and 
Ready Room THREE, The installation was accomplished by ship’s force and 
permitted ACI personnel to view the ready room teletype and keep current with 
latest information as it came down from Air Operations, and thus mimimi zed . 
internal communiGations , 

3 ■ Photography . 

a. At the beginning of operations in the Korean area the Photographic 
Officer began recording information necessary to determine the maximum working 
load of the photographic- laboratorj'" and the times required to complete various 
steps of processing through the laboratory. To obtain this information one man, 
was assigned the task of maintaining account of all aerial film recording the 
times aerial rolls entered the laboratory and this time required for processing 
through the various steps to completion. 

All information concerning time for processing, marking, printing and 
delivery has been taken from these records.' Negatives and' prints which were 
processed and later discarded have not been included in the production figures 
as only material which was satisfactorily completed and delivered have been used, 

■■ Since aerial photographic reconnaissance was of prime importance, other 
items performed, such as RUDM’s, deck crashes, public information work, copies 
of maps, charts and drawings have been omitted froiri the production figures, 

'Aerial photographic reconnaissance work consituted approximately ^6% . 
of the total vr>rk produced during the operating period 24 August 1951 to 
$ March. 1952, . 

■ Equipment used for drying fiia and sonne prints were two (2) aerial film 
dryers (Horse A-5) for the film, and one (l) 26" Pako Matte print dryer for the : 
some prints, ■ ' 

AERIAL ■ ‘ - . ' ' ’ ' 



PH0T0GRi\FHY 




PERIODS 






Total; for 


1st' - ■ 


2nd ' 


3rd - - 


4th 


5th 


pntlre : 


8-24-51 


10-4-51 ^ 


11-16-51 V 


■ 12-29-51 


2-23-52. 


period, 


: 9-19-51 


10-30-51 


12-11-51 


1-31-52; 


3-5-52 




Sorties Flown 72. 


' 68 


1 

1 

1 


■81'- 


^ _ 24^ 


■ '288 


Number of rolls ( 












filed. > 122 


101 


, _ _ _ Jd . 


104 


_ _ _10_ 


_ 407. 


Average ex- 








61 




2 psure_j)er_roll,_, _ . 


60 


70. 




40 



' ^'5‘ ':iM-M^M-- S'S'-y; ' ■'■ ■■' -K:" #-;■;??; 

y;:^ 



NEGATIVES 


1st , 






■ ‘ 4th? 




. ' Total ■ 


Number of 9x9 


4,799 


.6,280 


3,647 


6,659 


1,866 


\ 23,251 


B St U negatives 
filed. _ _ _ _ _ . 
N'umber of 9 x 18 
BStW negatives 


0 


0 


0 


12,71 


471 


1742 


filed, _ . 














Number of 9 x 9 
color trans- 


0 


:■ 0 


0 


' 188 


0 


188 


parencies fill'd,. 
Number of K-25 
strike photo's 




113 


1 

1 

1 


118 


16 


415 



lixea* \,capsuj-e 

installation! .■ 

Number of K-17 

strike photo’s 0 0 ® ® 

filed, (capsule .. 

jjistallation! _ _ _ — - — — — ~ 



PS3TTS 



1st > ■ ' 2nd 3rd ^ ^ 4th 5thv > , 

8 - 24-51 ■10-4-51 11 - 16-51 12-29-51 2-23-52 

9 - 19-51 10 - 30-51 12 - 11-51 1 - 31-52 - 3 - 5-52 



Number 9x9 ■ ' . ' ^ Vr noi 

prints made and 43^201 55jC4S 37 > 524 ^(9^908 5# 

Number of 9 x 18 • -. -, 

prints made and 0 0 0 j.5^252 ■ , 5>-^ ^ 

Nuinb&r of strike . 01 /c oan 

photo’s 8 X 10 616 ^ 1582 1736 • 2445, , ; 280 ^ 

made and delivered, _ :. „•■• / /,-VV ■ 

*The term sortie is used' to denote the fli^t of a single aircraft, . 

■which photographic coverage, was obtained, - ; 

TIME HIQDUCTION ^ Iv; : ^ I'! v-(t'ri4; , 1 ■ 

V figures : : 1st , ^ . --V A -v^ 

Average -time to 67M 1-07; •69K 1-9 .69M 1-9, ■ ; 7^ ’ l-]il 78M 1-18 ^ 

process & wash- ■ ^ r 

d^*'*ne rSx of 30M 1-37 j 30M 1-3?- 3 ':m 2-1? 69K 2-19 6^-1 2-24 
B^rflr^Aflath TOM 3-07 

print and deliver '• : ■; 



Total for 
entire 
operating 
period 



231,107 
20,433 
• 5984 

During 

Overall ■ 
VlM IH llMin '. 

^ 46M llH ,57^^- 




. . -r-. 



m 



V. 













(£' 



-f 



' Overall . 



Running Time 



TIM PFiD DUCTION 
FIGURES 



1st- 



2nd 



3rd 



4th 



5th 



70M 4-53 82M 5-29 11 5M 5H 27Mii 

70M 7-03 87M 7—45 ?6m 5-5^ 124M 6-57 H7M 7-26 95M 7H 02Mii 



Average time to 
identify, mark 

(grease pencil) ^ 

and deliver flash 166M 5-33 139M. 6-18 UTIi 4—42 

print to P»I. 

Officer, 

Average -'oime to 
mark one roll of 
film computed 
from time of 
delivery to film 
marking until 

Average time for 

S'prinlf H2M 8-15 U6M 8-U 12W 8-22 140M 9-17 97M 9-^3 124M 9H OiMr 

This print made 
from marked neg- 

Time all -work 



- . . - 


completed, for— 

■warding letter 0900 

written and 
work delivered 

for distribution^ _ _ — — — R 


1000 


1000 


1100 


0800 


093 6 3^1 




K-25 STRIKE fflOTOGRAPRY 


2nd 


3rd 


4th 


5th 


totals 


4 - . .. 






Rolls- Taken * 0 


76 


" ' 58 


: '75; 


18 


227 : 


W" 


Total possible exposures * 0 


1520 


1375 


1588 


900 


5383 




Total exposures taken 0 


1161 


1132 


1067 


278 ^ 


3638 




' Total usable exposures -^ 0 




494 


786 


120 


2404 , 


- ' 


Total negatives filed 44 




124 




16 


- • 415 ; ; 

■F'i'- ' ' ' ' i 


A 


' Rolls not used due to ^ 0 

poor techniques; 


9 


4 


2 


22 


"g: ■ 17:- ■■■■ 




8 X 10 prints made. 6l6 


1582-' 


1736. 


1770 


280 


5984 



•55- No records kept thi s period . 
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' l6mjn 'MOTION PICTUl^ GUN C;^^^EIU FOOTAGE PROCESSED AND l&im KODACKiiOME GUN:' 
CAMERA FOOTAGE FORWARD AS LISTED-. BELOW. ' ' • ■' ' ' ■ ■'■ 






B&W negatives processed 


1st ' 

11,000' 


2nd 

6,900 


3rd 

8,900 


4th ' 


' 5th . 

3,700 


TOTAL 

30,500 


BEW positive processed. 








13,000 




- 13,000 


Kodac-hr'Tne forwarded 




10,595 


■ 






10,595 


TCl-ALS 


11,000 


17,495 


8,900 


13,000 


3,700. 


54,095 



Co The follovdng is a record of the number of prints and negatives in addition 
to the aerial reconnaissance work. These figures are for the quarter^ ending 
30 Sep 1951. 31 Dec 1951 and 31 March 1952 (figures for the quarter ending 31 
March 1952 includes work performed up to and including 15 March 1952.) 



B&W , 
Negatives 



B&W 

Flints 



Quarter Quarter. Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 

ending ending ending ending . ending ending _ 

^9/30/11^ _l2/ilZ51 _ 2/11Z52 _9Z3Q/ii_ 12Z31/11- 2/2.1/52.' 



Misc, 35IMT1 I« D, 
2h X 3i Etc, 



4 X 5 . 
5x7 

'i X ip “; 

11 X 14 



16 X 20 

18 X 22 
20 X 24 



40 X 50 



TOTALS- 
. TOTAL Negatives ' 6 
d. Print Drying — 



520 


352 


0 


829 


544 


120 


586 


I860 


1025 


.1172 


4848 


1734 






- 


184 


157^. 


_5S 




■'^'310 




-7 8413 '"":- 


; 12806 


32372 


- 


- 


- 


48 


35 


503 








292' 


1053 


1151 












-.3 


1876 ' 


2522 


1800 


10938 


20862 


' 45938 



TOTAL Prints 7773S 



Drying Sonne prints -has been the main source of trouble in completing aerial., .. 
reconnaissance work. The standard 26" Matte, dryer was speeded up to a rate of ■ 
six feet per minute. Partial drying was required before entering the diyer, 

.and it was found necessary to assign three men to operate when drying two rolls 



V. . 



ilimltaneously^ ^ ' . . . " . . / / 



Print drying is the big time consumer due to the fact that at the rate of diying 
three feet per minute using the 26” Matte dryer one hour and seven minutes is 
required to dry one 200* roll of Sonne paper » Drying two rolls simultaneously 
averages out to 34 minutes per roll or approximately two rolls per hour. In 
eight hours the maximum number which may be dried is sixteen ~ provided the dryer 
is drying continu<^usly. If the laboratory were required to process six rolls 
of aerial film a day and make nine prints from each ro. 11 - the time required for 
drying the prints alone would ' amomt to twenty-seven hours. 

Aerial Film Dryers were foimd imsatisfactory for drying Serine prints, VJhen 
used, for Sonne prints the drive chains on the machines continuously broke, re- 
quiring constant repair and maintenance. Additional equipment and space were 
made the subject of separate correspondence (USS ESSEX serial 2097 of 26 
November l95l)» 

e. Developing Outfit for 9^” x 400 * , 

It is recommended that item 443 HSO Catalog Section 1801, Developing 
Outfit, type B-6 SN E12-D-163-325 be added to the Section "P” Allowance List, 

The K-18 Magazine (MA-4) E18-M-469-100 and 390' . Aerial Film S/^ E18-F. 

31485-160 can not be used without the above developing outfit for processing. 
During operations with the two F2i~2P the K— 38 Aerial Camera could not be fully 
utilized because developing outfits were not available for processing 390' 
rolls . 

4, Communications 

a-. During the fifth and final period for ESSEX in the operating area, task 
force communications reached a level of performance more stablilized and reliable 
than for any previous period during the ship's seven months' tour., 

b-, CW circuts: the use of the Task Force Common CW circuit for relay 

of traffic to Task Force 95 units (through a destroyer in TF 77) required close 
supervision in order to minimize the delay in traffic delivery. Heavy back- 
logs developed primarily due to overloading of the circuit (e,g., Ckt C3.3a) 
betw'een the designated TF relay and TG 95,2 ships. It is recommended that fre- 
quent inquiries be made of the TF 77 destroyer to determine whether more ex- 
peditious methods of clearing traffic can be controlled. Proper assignment of 
precedence by originators is important in raising the efficiency of this as well 
as ary other circuit, 

c, Radinteletype 'circuits'; the reduction of outages the ship-to-shore 
circuit "with NDT, Tokyo, was made possible through a conscientious effort to shift 
frequencies with a minimum loss of circuit time. On occasions the shift was 
made in less than forty seconds* No shift during the last two weeks of operations 
required more than three minutes to complete. The average of 20 plus hours of 
continuous communications reported in the preceding action report was raised 
io a daily averages of 23 hours, . . 

Teletype maintenance has been of primary concern throughout the ship's 
tour. Governor assemblies — particularlv, governor contacts — required frequent 
seioricing and replacement of parts (some of 'vdiich have been difficult to obtain). 




■ ,it is recomended that motors' installed in ESSEX equipment's (>©b , 

MOD 15, TD, MOD 50, etc.) be replaced by synochrbncus motors * . The ship - 
has been fortunate to have an extremely capable teletype repairman cti board-. 
It is suggested that more than one man trained in this specialty be assigned 
to a carrier task force flagship, : : 





Due to the increased emphasis, on TTY communications it is further recommend- 
ed that the space alloted to teletype eqvdpment and associated working area be 
proporti^^nately extended during the next overhaul period. 



d, 'Voice circuits: the area commander upon reccramandatiohs hj this command 

assigned an additional daylight frequency (designated Z-31 by the current edition 
of 5th AF COI #29) for riinm-Joicavdans with JOG, Korea* 

The situation with regard to JOG, Korea has improved markedly with the 
allocation of frequencies as revised during the past seven months. Night voice 
communications can still be improved; however, the volvane of traffic on' the net 
during the dusk-to-dam period has been at a minimum, 

e, Radi'^^^^otograjiiyi three schedules with NPG3 were arranged with NPG3 
during the two weeks of this period. Two were xmsuccessful due. to heavy in- 
terference reported by NFG3* Shifting of frequencies had no effect,- Hours 

and frequencies assigned for the third sked, which was successfully conducted, ^ 
were not changed, 

f, Traffic: a comparison of message counts for the first and fourth 

periods — each covering a full month's operating— follows * An increase of. 
approximately 475^ outgoing and 17^ incoming was noted, 

USS ESSEX (GV9) 



-- - Flagship - GTE . (CCD-l) i .. ... 


20 Aug 


-19 Sep . 


1 Jan - 31 Jan 




1951 


- 1952 




Gircuit 


OUT 


IN , 


OUT 


IN 


Fleet, s/s to ComNavFe-^ • ‘ : 

• (Ratt Duplex) ■ 


22S 


.18 


2189 / 


177 


UHF. TG Commanders Net - T6 

' (Ratt Simplex) ' \ ^ 


38S 


760 

■a-'.' ' ‘ " a 


:f;/6l9-:- 


1170 


TF Common (CW) ■ - CA.3C; - 




''' 2253 /: 


, 428. 


4172 


.?th Fleet Command Net — Cl6 , . " ~ 


m 


1214 > 


908 , 


528 


TF Commanders Net — C2E ■ ^ 


■ S3 


256 . 


123 


; 239 


Tac» Air Admin, Net (CW)- D188,ETG, 


520 


428 ' 


:0/865;: : 


779 


Tac,. Air Command (V) — D189, ETC, 


96 


152 


156 ■, 


172 







- 


16 . 


89 


61 






' , 38,': 


10 




810S 




8O66 


■ -. 


- - 


_ 


154 




5780 


- 


6851 




66 . 


- 


409 


577 


932 


448 


827 


50 


. 80 


60 


70 


4038 


20297 


5940 


23688 




5, Gunnery ■ ^ 

a. During the period that this vessel operated in the forward area, the 
most important role performed by the Gunnery Department was the replenishment 
at'sea, ■ ■ ■ 

■.(1) During this period, this, vessel replenished , ammunition at sea, 

thirty-seven (3?) times, receiving^ a total of 6,654*4 tons an average number 
of 'whip' trips per hour was fifty-seven (57) with the highest rate being ninety- 
- three -(93) per. hour* . The greatest-.tpnn.age_-^receiy^ 
sixty-seven (l6?) tons. ■ 

(2) Provisions were replenished at sea thxrteen (13) times with this 

vessel receiving a total of 920; 7:: toha- at ^ an' average rate , ;pf 34.9; tons per 
hour and the fastest hourly rate being. 77*3 tons : . ■. 

(3) One hundred forty-one destroyers came alongsxde for highline , 

transfers of personnel ;and freight, and thirty— two (32) destroyers ^wei^ re- 
fueled at sea* total number’of personnel transferred by highline is four 

hundred fifty- three (453) » ' ' • 

(4) All replenishments ■ andtransfers .^^^^^P^tshed without a single 

loss or casualty. (See Re-Arming -and Re-Fueling at sea analysis cha,rts)v 



6, Air Department 



a; Catapult and Arresting Gear 

•. During the period covered by this . report, catapult and arresting gear 

operation was normal, with the following exception*. 







W^ffpVSI^^ 

- 



V '1 V 



WXM 

’•iS^3’'“ 



- ' ,0n shot No, 3229 the retracting panel operator in the starboard, cata- ~ ; 

pult noticed an excessive pressure loss during the retracting stroke. The 
catapult was put cut of commission and closer examination of the constant,, 
pressure valve revealed that the bolts which secure the base of the valve housing 
to the elbow had come loose, allowing the entire housing assembly to raise 
during retraction, and oil to escape past the constant pressure valve spindle 
into the gravity tank. Tightening the bolts resulted in satisfactory retraction* 



bVFligbtcDeck 



(1) Complement of aircraft 









'■‘k.7y''k^P. 









During the past seven months of operations in the Korean area, 
the aircraft complement aboard this vessel has fluctuated between 60 and 77 
planes. This variation in complement has given flight deck personnel and ex- 
cellent opportunity to determine' the operating capacity of the CV34 Class 
aircraft carrier, when operating under war time conditions. With 77 aircraft 
aboard the following difficulties were most apparent: 

(a) Maintenance suffered because aircraft could not be moved to the . 
hangar deck immediately following recover;-, or if already below, could not be 
moved to a spot for turn up, wing spread, drop check or engine change, (Thirty- 
two is the maximum niimber of mixed types which can be spotted bn- the hangar v ^ 
deck). 



(b) Servicing of aircraft was slow due to lack of room on the flight 
deck to spread wings on AD , F4U and F9F type aircraft for loading of 250# bombs 

' and for fueling tip tanks in F2H-2s, 

(c) Movement of aircraft was most difficult due to limited space 
available ahead of the barriers when holding a ready deck. 







• (d) Fli^t and hangar deck crashes were caused largely by errors in 

judgement of personnel making fast respots under over-crowded conditions, 

(e) Recoveries which ihcMided oeveral aircraft with jammed guns or 
aircraft which c<-'uld not fold wings due to battle damage overcrowded the deck, 
to a point where barrier operations were restricted. 

(f ) With 77 aircraft on board there is insufficient space for spot- , 
ting visiting aircraft ahead of the barriers. It should be possible to re- 
cover at least five to six additional aircraft while holding a ready -deck;' 



(g) Late changes to the schediile frequently coiild riot be accomplished 
due to the fact that any special aircraft could not be broken out quickly or 
easily from a hangar deck Contiriuously two blocked >d.th: aircraft, 

(t) The bomb load on the first AD'S on the strike frequently had 

' to be limited during low wind C'-'hditions due to the fact that deck i"un was 
limited by the number of aircraft -vdiich had to be kept on the flight deck,, ,• 



Curing operations with 66 to 66 aircraft aboard all of the above 
,5 n_sbed. problems can’ be icdnimized to and it is possible to achieve and main— 






(2) Rearward Tewing’ 



F2H ’ 3 were towed backX'rar^s diiring flight and hangar deck respotting 
using universal towbars modified 'i/ith hooka turned 90^ and facing outboard. A / 
sponge nibber pad 6 inches thick, 7 inches wide and 22 inches long is mounted 
over the apex of the towbar on the backs of each tracter. The center of the 
pad remained under the center of the fuselage regardless of tractor turns. If 
the towing rings on the F2H were horizontal instead of vertical the universal 
towbar could be used without any modification, Np Banshees were damaged while 
using this method of rearward towing, 

c. Operating Data 





14 Feb - 


1 Mar - 


Total in 




29 Feb 


7 Mar 


Korean Area 


Arrested landings 


666 


169 


7,928 


Catapult shots (Starboard) 


180 


52 


2,110 


Catapult shots (Port) 


aeo 


59 


2,116 


Gasnliiie (gallons) 


351,741 


97,928 


4,429,810 


LubOil Symbol 1100 


2,877 


, 597 


14,235 


LubOil S'^anbol 1010 


1,192 


480 


23,590 


LubOil S^Tnbol 1120 . 


87 


0 


13,918 


Alcohol AN-A-24 ■ . ^ -V 






25 


Alcohol AN-A-18 ' 


0 


0 . 


205 



(iV Total tonnage of aircraft ordnance expended by ESSEX Air Groups — 
World; War. II, . ^ , 4,^688 • 

(2) Total tonnage of aircraft ordnaace, expended by Air Group FIVE during 
first Korean^ combat, tour USS ESSEX i 

; _ V * ' ( 3 ) iG^al landings, ESSEX; from commissionixig 31 December 1942 u^ 
arrival Seattle 15 September 1945*. . 31j015 

( 4 ) Total landings , iSSEX from re-commissioning 15 January 1951 to . 
end of combat tour 4 March 1952, : ' ' ' 14/558 

7, Supply Department 

Aviation Stores - ^ ^ 

The USS ESSEX (GV9) was outfitted in March 1951 with 4 ISOJday = i 
allowance, of aeraautical material and peculiar aircraft spare, parts for , the , 
followang';,types: , . ^ 'r ' 'i ^ ' 

(a) F9F2-2P . " ' ' 

i. - (b) ad-4,n,4Q,4w,3n : ; . o \ ’ , ; ' ■ - • ’ ^ ' '■ 

;(c)^E4u-4' : ' ■ : ■ jl; o • v: 

. " (dV FAD5N ^ : - ■ ; ^ 




This initial allowance was supplemented by the f ollowing additional allowances 
for new aircraft types and configurations assigned as the months passed: 

(1) F2i-2'^2P ' ■ V"- ^ ^ 

(2 ) ad-2 ,3, 4L,4NL 

(3) F4U-AB 

(4) F4U-5NL 

(2) Actual flight 'Operations , (ivith resultant maintenance of aircraft onboard) 
commenced in April 1951 snd continued practically uninterrupted for eleven months. 
During this time 2152 requistions, representing approximately 12,900 items, 

were submitted to fill allowances of those items vjhich reached the low limits 
established on the stock. record cards. Supply support has been good. The 
USS JUPITER, primary source of aircraft parts in Japan - Korea area, was able 
to. fill about 75 % of the items required. Those items that could not be filled 
were obligated (if NIS) or passed to ASB Yokosuka or ASD Oakland for action 
(if Nc), Material which had to be shipped from the continental U,S, took on 
the average of 20 days to reach the ship if sent by air - 50 days by surface* 
Cooperation between aircraft carriers and delivery service by "COD" aircraft 
of iTO-23 greatly assisted in decreasing AOG's and kept aircraft utilization 
high. 

(3) The period 1-15 January was the most critical period during the entire 
cruise. The' original 180 days allowance (approximately 18, 000^ items) was 
exhausted insofar as high usage and critical items were concerned, and stock 
replenishment on critical items was slow and. necessitated requistioning on 

a Priority "A" basis. Although stocks were reordered as low limits were reached, 
and requistions mailed off weekly, 510 requistions were pending on 15 January, 
representing about 1200 items due. Of these 1200 items 19 were pending on 
a Priority "A" basis for aOG aircraft. Between 15. January and 18 February 
approximately 800 of these items were received, Wien the ESSEX departed from 
Yokosuka on 18' February, the remainder of the mfilled Priority "C” requistions 

were cancelled, and during the.: last, two-week. operating period _qn.ly. Priority 

"A" items for AOG aircraft were ordered. It has been determined that 90^ of 
AOG requistions stemmed from items not in allowance lists,. Wiere such items 
were required more than once, usage , data was forwarded to the JUPITER with 
a re'quest that she' stock those items. Usage reports to AMO,- Oakland and 
submission of stubs to FA^G (for tabulation by ASO) will serve’ as a basis for 
correcting allowances for wartime operation, 

(4) The allowance of flight deck clothing should be increased three times, . . 

Each man requires at least two jerseys to carry him while one is being 
laundered; in addition, each man will wear out one or two winter and summer . / 

Jerseys during six months of constant wearing. Two pair of flight deck shoes 

per man are also required for the same reason, 

(5') An attempt by the ESSEX to receive aircraft engines at sea from a supply 
ship of the replenishment group was unsuccessful because of transportation 
difficulties ashore. The deadline date schedxiled for the experiment could not . 
be, met. The procedure used in the Mediterranean of floating engines in steel 
containers is undesirable in this task force during wartime operations as 
the replenishjnent program is c^arried on while underway. 
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It is therefore recoimended that a trial transfer between ships using a 
Burtoning rig. be undertaken. Engines in steel containers gross between 4500 
and 5000 potmds. Wings (2000 lbs) and propellers (700 lbs) were regularly 
transferred at sea with no difficulties, ‘ 

(6) Squadrons being deployed to the forward area are advised to obtain 
a full allowance of Section "K'* and "U” material and winter flight clothing 
as provided in ACL 21-51 prior to anbarking on the parent carrier, 

b. General Stores 

(1) The system of replenishing GSK sto'^’es in this area by Mobile support 

is considered very g-od. The USS CASTOR issues stores within one day after the 
presentation of requistions* Paper work is greatly reduced by ordering only 
materials carried by the CiiSTOR as listed in the GSM Catalog, published by 
COMSERVRON 3, 

(2) Critical GSK items that cannot be supplied by the C^'iSTOR m.ay be ob- 
tained from other ships at sea or in pr>rt, from Fleet Activities, Yokosuka or 
from PRCOj Oakland via CTG 92,1 or GTG 92c:5n Only priority "a" and "B" re- 
quisitions should be placed on Fleet Activities when items are NIS from support- 
ing supply ships, because the mission of this shore' activity does not include 
support to combatant vessels. During the entire cruise the ESSEX has had a 
negligible amount of GSK material forwarded directly from Oakland, 

(3) Experience to date regarding the replenishment of Electronics and 

BuShips Machinery Spare Parts has been fairly good, How-ever, the logistic 
supTXirt of these, hard to get items is neither as prompt nor as expedient as 
that of GSK, Nevertheless, service was excellent from the supply ships 
CHIMON, LEAGUE ISLAND, ELSGTFDN and PROTON, Items-NIS or NC are forwarded 
to PFtCO, Oakland, As aprroximately seventy per cent of the electronic and 
machinery spares areiJ'hai^ to get[(;_items in this area, ships esheduled for the 
NAVFE area should concentrate on having on bliard all allowed s to 

departure from the United States, 

(4) The General Stores Group has placed requistions for GSK, Electronics 

and Spare Parts material during the cruise just concluded with the following 
results: ■ '-A " / 



GSK Eeouistions 






Placed with CASTOR , 'o 264 

Accomplished by CASTOR ' 

Placed with other activities 530 

Completed with other activities 57^ 

Total number of Priority , ’'A'' requisitions 8 

Total number of Priority ''B" requisttinns 27 

ELECTRONICS LINE ITEMS . 

Placed with PliDTON and ELECTiiDN ,687 

Accomplished by PItOTON and ELECTRON 53^ 

V . is;, . ' 
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BUSHIPS SPARE PAl^tTS LINE ITEMS • 

Placed vdth lEAJGUE. ISLAOT ^d CHBION 428 

Accomplished by LEAGUE ISLAND and CHIMDN 

Shortages of the folicwing Items have caused Priority "A" and "B” re- 
quistions; 

(a) Bearings 

(b) "V" Belting 

(c) Gaskets 

(d) Winterization Equipnent (snow shovels, pushers, rock salt, Stoddard 
solvent, etc.) 

(d) Intelligence materials (bristle board, mapping tacks, frisket paper 
pldfilra) 

(f) Automotive spares for jeeps, peeps, fork lifts, etc^' 

(g) Hurricane tie do-wn equipment for aircraft (l|" 21 thread manila 
rope, wire rope, clips, etc,) 

(h) Electronics spares 

(i) Flight deck repair equipment (metal, lumber, studs, etc.) 

(j) Webbing for strap on bomb skids. 

(k) Valves and parts 

(l) Batteries (all types) 

(m) Duplicating machine materials (master sets, paper, fluid, etc.) 

(n) Machinery spare parts ; 

Intra-ship transfers and carrier on board deliveries (by CODFISH) have 
aided grately in our record of experiencing no major machinery or electronic 
shut down^ during the nine months since leaving the U.S, 

(5) The allowance of seventy-five per cent fqul weather clothing has been 
more than adequate to meet the demands of the rigourous winter months' in the 
Japan -- Korea areay and- this allowance is considered liberal, It- is recommend- 
ed that the ESSEX carry approximately teii per cent' more that the quantities 
eho-wn as issued. This will> conserve critical materials and give the ship 
additional space to carry other essential stores, 

A comparison of clothing issiied and clothing allowed is shown below:. 



c ■■ 


- ISSUED 


ALLOVii 


Arties 


• . ,1175 , 


2250 


Parkas ' 


, 203 


300 


Drawers, Winter 


■ 1489 


4500 


Helmets, 


. - 1348 


2250 


Parka, ilain 


819 


2250 


Jacke'ts, k’’inter > 


2089 ■ 


2250 


Face Masks 


850 


2250 


Kittens lJ-2 


1305 


2250 


Mittens N-3' 




2250 


Socks ' i - 


,3371 


6750 


Rain Trousers 


827 


2250 







Winter Trousers " :;v \ 2250 

Undershirts ^ ^ 1553, ' , 4500 

Goggles " 729 , , ' 2250 

From the figures if can be readily seen that the allowance granted is 
excessive, From novr on, the ESSEX plans to carry approximately 10^ over the 
quantities shown as issued, -. 

This will result in full utilization of and and alleviate the cramped 
c^^ndition of the storerooms* . 



(6) Departmental Budgets have been established in accordance with Afloat 
Accounting Memorand'um No, 2, ■ In setting up these budgets, the following 
departmental percentages were established: 



yidministrative 
Operations 
^Air ■ 
Gunnery 
Engineering 
Navigation 
Supply 
, Kedical . 
Dental 
Paint 

0,0, Reserve 
Totals : : ; V 



Per Cent 



k*5% 

8 

16,5 

10 

33 

- 1 . 

11 
1 . 
.05 
5.5 
9 

100 : 



Dail.v Budget 

$ 22,22 
3S,88 
V 83.33; 
50,00 
166.66 
3.33 
55.55 
4.44 
1.94 

• 27.71 ■ 

45.83 



Quarterly Amovint 

$ 2,000.00 

3.500.00 

-7,500.00 

4 . 500.00 

15.000. 00 

300.00 

5,000.00 

400.00 

175.00 

2.500.00 
4 / 125.00 

45.000. 00 



Close supervision in conformity with regulations hi s been- maintained^ with 

respect to adjustments of these budgets and each department is required to 
stay within its budgetary limitation. . ^ 

(7) The conservation of critical items as contained in the Pacific Supply^- 
Line Publication of CINCPACFLT/COMSERVPAC of October _has_ been rigidly enforced. 

All stub requist ions for these items are carefully screened by the Supply 

DepartmerAt ^ - .said requests of /unusual quantities are required ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

(8) The combined supply' support received from the service activities and 

ships in the Japan — Korea area was* considered outstanding, .at np im- u^n 

the entire cruise did the ESSEX lack any item^^^^^o electronics,, machineiy spares, 

or GSK that may have caused a major equipnent shut d,own,^^^^.. ^ 

■ C« Ships Service ^ ; A ^ Av 

(1) Sales in the ship's service store:a^^^ 
expected average during this eight month grtise.f^^^^^ J merchdndise s..xes 

were high, especially dui*ing the Christmas seis-^n , 



20 



/I#" 





Several Bazaar sales of Japanese goods were held during special hours at 
which time various items were displayed on tables. These sales were popular 
with the crew,? and the demand off erdd an opportunity to display a large nvimber 
of items. Of the regular ship service items normally stocked, cigars, cig- 
arettes, candy and wrist' watches have enjoyed exceptionally high sales. 



(2) A monthly breakdovni of sales is listed below for period beginning 
July 1951 and terminating February 1952: 



July 

August 

September 

October 



$19,125.00 

26.549.00 

30.112.00 

41.117.00 



November $44,647.00 
December 28,853.00 
January 31,5^2,00 
February 22,949.00 



Total Sales 1244,934.00 

Monthly Average 30,167.00 



High month in sales was November 1951 when Ship's Service activities sold 
$44.000-.00 \irorth of merchandisd. The cmbination of Japanese items and the 
Christmas buying season were factors in making this month the leader. The 
low month was July, the' first month away from the United States, It was also 
interesting to note that the overall percentage of sales was thirty— three per 
cent greater during the ope;ra,ting periods than during the inport periods, 

(3) The support received from the USS CASTOR and Fleet Activities, Yoko— 
svika during the cruise was very good. Of a total of one hundred and seventeen 
requistiono submitted, one himdred and nine were completed or partially accom- 
plished, Scarce items during the eight months period were, oobbler, tailor, 
fountain and laundry supplies. Cobbler items short were full soles, nails of 
all sizes, rubber heels and sand paper; tailor shop shortages were white 
striping, tan and white buttons; fountain items difficult to obtain were ice 
cream mix and chocolate syrup; laundry item^s short in the area were .press 
covers,- mangle covers, spare parts for extractors, and occasionally soap. 

During the last several months in the Far Eastern Area basic ship store stock 

■ was more difficult to obtain than in the earlier stages of the cruise. It is 
therefore advisable to have all ships leaving for the forward area carry to 
full capacity a complete supply of Ship's Service stock, \ 

(4) Abnormal temperatures in bulk storeroom B— 406— A have caused a general 
deterioration of stock stowed in this space. Laundry supplies have hardended, 
thereby mnking them difficult to use. Ice cream powder and paste, have re- 
quired survey as being ■unfit for human consumption,; Temperatures during July, 
“August and September averaged 110^ F, During the last five months of the crnise 
they have averaged 98^ F., Ventilation improvements in this storeroom are ne- 
cessary before it can be properly utilized as a Ship's Store Stock storei*ooin.» 

(5) Operation of the laundry on a tvirenty four five day week in the r- 

forward area; has proven very successful. These operating hours are considered 

• superior to the continuous seven day week schedule because there is a saving 
of about 35,000 gallons of fresh water per week and time is available for . 

routine maintenance and upkeep of the operating machinery. 
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: / . /':.The operating machine^ h'-s be-eft* running continuously thr<^ughout the 
entire cruise, and the several minor breakdcims have been repaired without 
■delays;:: "0 



\ .. :: ■ i 






(6) Taut security mea.sures are continuously observed for all Ship's Store 
spaces* In addition to those prescribed by the BuSandA Manual and other 
current directives, the following are in effect and are believed to be of 
value in further safeguarding the stock and monies of the Ship's Store activities. 
The following security measures were included in the action report of 1-31 
October 1951*. 



(a) No money is left overnight in the cash register of any of the 
activities, 

(b) Cash drawers are left open vdien the activity is not in operation. 



(c) Night lights are installed in the Ship's Store and Ship's Service 

Stores and are left burning all night. v, 

(d) Inspections are conducted nightly by the Duty Supply Officer at 
2200 and 2400 of all Ship' s Store- Spaces, 

(e) Two (2) group 3 locks are installed on each door to the Ship's 
Store spaces, 

' (7) -The monthly monetary limitation for Ship's Store stock for this ship y. : 

is ^>125,000,00, ■ It is beliWed advisable that the limitation be increased 
to $150,000.00 per month to enable a ship of this class to carry more fountain, 
cobbler, tailor, and ship store items (watches, cameras, pens, pencils, 
electric razors^ and other special items of popular demand, 

d» Clothing and Small Stores 

(1) A six months winter and summer los.d list was originally stocked on ■ ■ 

beginning Of the .current: cruise, , _I to ^ ^ 

temporarily stow bulky items such as shoes and towels in the aviation Main^ 

Issue storeroom and a-vdation Tire storer-^om. a ninety day supply of clothing^ ^ 
and small stores can be stowed in the present spaces allocated for C&SS materials 
An additional storeroom of approximately.- four thousand cubic feet suitable - 

- to the stowage of shoes would be hi^ly desirable to facilitate stowage and 

sec\irity of required quantities , a/. 



.. (2) Clothing and small stores sales were fairly uniform during the cruise. 
Sales dropped slightly in December 1951 and increased dn January 1952 due to ■ 
substantial reduction in prices that went into effect in January 1952, 
Following is a monthly recap of C&SSsalesj 

SnLSS ■ 




July 1951 
August 1951 
September 1951 
October 1951 
November 1951 
December 1951 
January 1952 
February 1952 




TOTAL. 



8,775.75 

7,895.50 

10,402.15 

9,319.85 

. 7,213,51 
6,513.55 

10,598.00 

6,Ol6.1o 

$66,734./ ■■ 





Monthly Average ' 
$ 8,590.00 
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(3) Items ordered repeatedly yet difficult to obtain iii the forward area 
in quantity and sizes required during this cruise are listed below: 



ITEMS NO. REQUISTIONED .. NQ;:HECEIVED 



Draw-ers, Cotton 


11,400 


5,940 


S'-'cks^ Cotton, Black 


20,328 


5,160 


Service Stripes 


, 800 


335 


Trousers, Dungarees 


4,30s 


2,124 


Glove s , Le athe r , Wo rk 


378 


None 


Socks, Cotton, I'Jhite 


8,880 


840 



(4) Slow moving items during the cruise included Peacoats, Undress Jumpers > 
and Dress Blue Jumpers, A complete sellout of whie cotton socks was ex- 
perienced during the one month stay in Pearl Harbor at the early portion of the 
cruise. 



e» Commissary 

(]_) The operation and logistic support of the Commissary Group has been 
generally satisfactory during the bight mcnths cruise just completed, Support 
from the provision ships during replenishment in the operating area has been 
excellent. An occasional shortage of desired fresh provisions has resulted 
from time to time, and it is believed that a list of these provisions pre- 
pared and delivered in advance of the provisions replenishment day would aid 
materially in reducing this shortage. Some difficulty was experienced during 
the last operating period in receiving dry provisions, 

(2) 'Based upon experience gained during the cruise just completed, the 
Commissary Department planned to procure approximately one hundred tons of 
provisions each replenishment day. During the replenishment periods at sea 
when provisions were rceived three times, no fresh provisions were needed 
during_the inport period; but when only two replenishments were accomplished 

about fifty tons of provisions were needed during ihpbrt period to maintain 

levels. It is recommended that a system of direct loading (or palletized 
unit loads) be instituted on ships of this class. Subject ships would re— 
quistion provisions directly from the logistic support ships, provisions would 
be required but one? a month, and reefers with open holds could be used on the 
line. Rehandling of provisions would be reduced : to a minimum which would in. 
turn reduce manpower necessary to handle provisions and reduce damage and ■ 
spoilage. Working parties required for replenishment .'at sea include fifty 
men to handle the sleds, sixty men to -unload and check the stores and sixty men 
to strike the stores below. In' port the 1 reefer 'ships require about’ one man 
per ton of stores to off load, and fifty men are needed to strike stores' be- 
low on this ship,' 




(3) Night rations and special rations constituted another; interesting 
phase of ' this ■ cmiise. About 300 night rations were issued to men engaged in 
actual manual labor at night. Requests for night; rations were submitted. daily 



at 1500 to the administration office for approval. The menu consisted of two 
sandwiches per man and fruit. Soup was served at 0900 to 1030, 1330 to I5OO 
and 2300 to 0030 every day bn the line. The- four; soup stations were turned over 
two\to the squadrons,, one to the Gunnery Department and one to the Air Depart- 
ment,.- Soup was made in the crews galley and kept hot in the soup stations , 







(4) No difficulty was experienced 'wiW; the normal meal hours (at. sea)* 

V 0645 - 0745 Breakfast'^ 

1130 - 1245 ( : 

1700 - 1B15 Dinner 

Ri^jid enforcement of these hours was practiced and all hands > cooperated 
in meeting the schedule, 

f* ' Disbursing 

( 1 ) Disbursing activities in the forward area proceed along routine lines 

with ra-i-nor variations. The biggest problem is the 'jse of Military Payment 
Certificates* Conversion of U, S, Currency to ?iFC upon arrival and recon- 
version, on departure is difficult to accomplish smoothly >>dthout running the 

risk of distributing U* S* Currency in Japan or removing MFC from the desig- 

nated area. These conversion operations must therefore be accomplished as 
near arrival and departure time as possible* It is therefore recommended 
that the official exchange activitj'- f-'r afloat activities (U* S. Fleet 
Activities, Nav3^ No, 3933) provide exchange facilities until departure time 
in order to av^id complications which arise when ship's personnel spend time 

• ashore, after the deadline time for final conversion of MPC to "greenbacks", 

( 2 ) On the pay line it. has proved necessary to eliminate the one dollar 

MPC note because of its fvvkusrd size. Payments, were made to the nearest lower 

five dollar increment, Th.is has the further advantage of speeding up the 

pay line which helps avoid confliction with ship's operations. The total 
Military Pay Roll for the . period was .f2,135,534,15r vath an average monthly 
cash, payroll of $244, 000. 00,^ ^ ^ .• 

( 3 ) The handling of foreign currency was limited to a daily, exchange line, 

■ ” One hundred- million four hundred forty th-’usand. yen, were passed, out to ESSEX , 
personnel in exchange for $279,000 during the eight month period, 

(4) Currency requirement s during operations in the forward area are modi- 
fied by the fact that from one third to two thirds of the monthly cash payroll 
is returned through Ship's Store sales, postal money order business; the ex- 
change of Yen, etc. The percentage of return is in direct relationship to the 
time spent in port f^r' at sea, :^ 

' g* Replenishment Underway ■ : 

(1) Replenishment ’ underway was of the . 

ESSEX cruise in Far Eastern waters , , Replenishment days , normally held every 
fourth' day underwa", occasi'^nally were held on the third day if weather con-: 

' ditions were not suitable for flight operations.' (The chief items of interest , 
d ■ to .the Supply Department during replenishment periods were the receiving of 
: 'Navy Special .Fuel 0il> Aviation 'G-isoline, Freight and Provisions, Transfer , 
of various cri'UcaT items from this ship through the replenishment ships to 
, other ships in tfee -Task Group was also accomplshed, . ' 




Navy Special Fuel Oil and Aviation Gasoline, were received during each 
replenishment period, pri visions were received about every fourth period, 
and freif^t -was received in various quantities as it arrived dr was assembled 
in the Far Eastern area, . . • ; J 



(2) Pertinent facts and averages concerning Navy Special Fuel Oil/ 
Aviation Gasoline and Provisions receipt during the replenishment periods 
of this cruise are- as follows: 

Navy Special Fuel Ojl 



Average time, per 100,000 gallons 
Average gallons per hour received 
Highest • amount received in gallons 
per hour on a single day of replenishment,. 
Lowest amount received in gallons per 
hour on a single day of replenishment , 



45 minutes 
132,650 gallons 

191,600 gallons 

73,850 gallons 



Aviation Gasoline 



Average time per 100,000 gallons 

Average gallons per hour received 

Hiejisst amount received in gallons 

per hour on a single day of replenishment. 

Lowest amount received in gallons 

per hour on a single day of replenishment. 



1 hour 29 minutes 
62,100 gallons 

13 7 >750 gallons 

22,459 gallons 




V, 



Provisions 

Average provisions tonnage received per hour 
Highest tonnage per hour on a single day of 
replenishment,. 



35- tons 
77 tons 



The low amounts listed above were in all cases- attributable to replenishment 
during rough weather. However, m spate of the weather, the replenishment 
periods during the entire cruise were relatively smooth in operation and are 
preferred to replenish].nent periods in port,, . 

W.- F. RODEE ' 



Copy to: ■ 

CKO. (Advnce, . airmail) (2) 

COMAIRPAC (Advance, airmail) (lO) 

CINCPACFLT( Advance , • airmail) (2) 

C0MC;JlDIV ONE 

COMSEVSNTHFLT 

C0^5NAVFE 

COMCAPiDIV FIVE 

COMCATiDIV THREE / 

USS BOXER (CV21) 

USS PRINCETON (CV37) 



USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV47) 

USS VnLI£Y POiYIE (CV45) 

USS BON HOMlvE KICHaRD (CV3i) 
USS ANTIETM (CV36) 

USS KEAl^SARGE (CV33) 

CVO' 5 (5) 

:'CVG:-li ; - - 
CVG 101 
CVG 102 - 

SIR TASK GiYDUP ONE 
COMNAyFE; EVALUATION GP . 

- (CDil W. Wi BiffiHM) ■ 
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DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVAIS: 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
DOD DIR 520040 



UCUSWIU 

From; Commanding Officer 
To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Ccmmander Carrier Divisicm THREE 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Cwnmander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Comm and er in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet 

Subj: Action Report for the Period 18 July 1952 to 4 September 1952 

Ref: (a) OpNav iQstrtwtloii. 3480*4 

End: (1) Air Task Group TWO Action Report, 18 July 1952 to 4 Septaitoer 1952 

1* In accordance with reference (a), the action report for the period 23 July- 
1952 to 4 September 1952 is hereby submitted, 

PART I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES AND MISSION. 

a. During the period^ 3J^?26 USS ESSEX (GV9) was a unit of 

Spedd Task Giroup^ Siia gr^p vsts ccanposed of the following unitsi 

USS ESSEX (CV9), CTG 50,8 and ComCaiDivTHREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embaxiced, 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV47) and screening units, 

b. During the above period USS ESSEX (CV9) operated in the South China 
Sea, the Fonnosa Strait and off the East Coast of Formosa in accco-dance with 
ComSEViN'IHFlt Operations Plan 75-52 and ComCaiDivTHHEE Operations Order 1-52, 

/ The mission of TG 50,8 was to make a show of force off the China Coast 

( as a deterrent to Communist Chinese agressive actions against Formosa and to 
I bolster the morale of Nationalist Chinese Forces on Formosa in support of United 
\^Natione Policy on Formosa, 

c. During the period 27 July-4 September, USS ESSEX (CV9) was a unit of 
Task Force 77 at varioiB times composed of the following unitss USS ESSEX (CV9), 
ComCarDivIHREE, RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked, USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CV31), 
ComCarDivONE, RADM H. E. REGAN, USN, embarked, USS BOXER (CV21), ComCarDivIHREE 
RADM A. SOUCEK, USN, embarked, USS PRINCETON (CV37), USS IOWA (BB 6 I) ComSEVENTH 
Fit, VADM J. J, CLARK, USN, embarked, and various heavy support and screwing 
ships, 

d. During -this latter period, USS ESSEX (CV9) operated off the East Coast 
of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22—51 (2nd Revision), plus 
supplemental plans and orders issiaed during the period. 

The mission of TF 77 was primarily to support United Nations ground 
forces in Korea, The support missions included close support, armed and 
photographic reconnaissance, interdiction of an«ny supply lines and strikes 



•• The ESSEX Air Group flew acroee Korea twice to make coordinated large 
scale strikes with the Air Force and other United Nations aircraft; the first of 
these on 20 August was against a supply area in the vicinity of YD 1058 and the 
other on 29 August was against related targets in the general area of the 
capital city of ty<»igyang* During the month additional heavy attacks were flown 
against power plants at Kyosen ^1# Kyosen #2 and Chosen #1» The increased 
antiaircraft fire encotaatered at these targets, particularly Chosen #1 indicates 
their value and importance to the enemy. Other large scale strikes were made 
against Chongln by three carriers on 2 August and again on 1 September and 
against the Hoe«a-dong S 3 rnthetic oil plant on 1 September, 

f . The shift of emphasis from the rail interdiction program to important 
industrial and military targets has been, it is believed, an increased 
contribution to the overall United Nations effort. It has also been more in 
keeping with the Inherent ability of a carrier task force to utilize surprise and 
keep the enemy off balance. The success of these attacks and the very 
considerable decrease in losses of pilots aid aircraft is proof of the wisdom 

of the present program of operations , 

g. The value of coordinated intelligence from all sources cannot be over 
emphasized. Recent hi^ quality photographs of assigied targets increase the 
accuracy of attacks and are of great assistance in avoiding heavy flak areas 
and in flak suppression, 

h. The coordination of flak suppression flights by jets with strikes by 
prepeller aircraft contributed effectively to the success of attacks and 
certainly was a major factor in reducing losses and damage from enemy anti 
aircraft fire. The necessity for^monching'the faster jets after the prop strikes 
and recovery before the strike aircraft returns complicates scheduling but is 
well worth the effort and it is rocoomendBd that it be continued, 

PART II CHRONOLOGY: 

18 July 0635 



19 July 

20 July 

1119 



21 July 

22 July 
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Departed Subic Bay, Philippine Islands enroute Formosa 
Strait, in accordance with ComCarDivTHREE OpOrder 1>52« 
OTC, ComCarDivTHREE (RADM A, SOUCEK), embarked. 

Conducted Air Operations enroute Formosa Strait, 

Enroute Formosa Strait, During refueling of USS DUNCAN 
(DDR874), DUNCAN lost steering control. 

DUJCAN slid into the side of the ESSEX, breaking the after 
fueling boom and extensively damaging mount 311* DUNCAN 
sustained major damage after 5 inch gun mount, 

Air operations cancelled due to bad weather. 

Conducted Air Operations— ^ass air parade over Formosa. 

Conducted Air Operations— ^ass air parade over Formosa 
Strait, 
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25 July 

26 July 

27 July 

28 July 

29 July 

30 July 

31 July 

1 August 

2 August 

3 August 

4 August 

5 August 

6 August 

7 August 

8 August 

9 August 



1700 

0600 

1340 

0530 

0603 

0608 

1352 



Enroute Yokosuka, Japaiu 

Moored Plectaiont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan. 

Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan, 

Moored Piedmont Pier, Yokosuka, Japan, 

Pursuant to CTF 77 confidential dispatch 270300Z July, 
undei*way for Area Sugar, 

Conducted refresher fli^t operations enroute Area Sugar, 
Rendezvoused with USS STICKEL (DD888), 

Conducted refresher flight operations enroute Area Sugar, 

Joined Task Force 77. OTC, ComCarDivONE (RADM H. E, REGAN) 
in BON HOMME RICHARD, Task Force replenished. Conducted 
First Combat Air Operations against the enemy to commence 
second ESSEX Korean to\ir* 

Conducted Air Operations, 

AD BuNo 129011 , crashed ahead of the ship. Pilot (LTJG 
L, ADDICOTT) rescued by helicopter. No injuries, 

F4U BuNo 96951 suffered a similar accident. Pilot (LTJG 
W, RALSTON) rescued by helicopter.- minor injuries. 

Conducted Air Ope rati cans. 

Task Force replenished, 

CcmiCarDivTHREE (RADM A. SOUCEK) in BDXER relieved ComCarDivONE 
(RADM H. E. REGAN) as OTC, BON HOMME RICHARD departed for 
Yokosuka, Japan, Conducted AA firing practice. 

Conducted Air Operations, 




Scheduled air operations cancelled because of major fire on 
BOXER, Received eight BOXER peiwnnel, rescued by 
helicopters, 

1328 ComCaiDivTHREE (RADM A. SOUCEK) and Staff transferred via 
high line from BOXER to USS WAIKER (DDE507) to ESSEX. 

Conducted /ir Operations, 

0448 AD4N BuNo 124710 ditched near Yangdo Island, due to loss of 
oil pressure. Pilot (LT J, C, NORTON) and 2 crewmen picked 
up vninjured by USS OZBOURNE (DD846) and returned via high 
line, BOXER departed for Yokosuka, Japan, 

Task Force replenished, BON HOMME RICHARD joined Force. 
Conducted AA Hring practice. 
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12 August 

13 August 

14 August 

15 August 

16 August 

17 August 

18 A\igust 

1# August 

20 Allgust 

21 August 

22 August 

23 August 

24 August 

25 August 

26 August 

27 August 

28 August 

29 August 

30 August 

31 August 

1 September 




Conducted Air Operations* 

Task Force replenished* 

Conducted Air Operations, 

Conducted Air Operations, 

Conducted Air Operatims, 

Task Force replenished, Cc^dueted AA firing practice. 

Scheduled air operations caicelled because of bad weather 
preceding typhoon Karen, 

Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather 
accompanying typhoon Karen, 

Conducted air operations, participating in coordinated UN 
strike on supply areas. West Coast of Korea, 

Conducted Air Operations. 

Task Force replenished. 

Conducted Air Operations, 

Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather* 

Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather, 
BOXER rejoined Task Force, 

Task Force replenished, CcaiiCaxi)ivTOREE (RADM A, SOUCEK) and 
staff transferred via hi^ line to BOXER, Conducted AA 
firing practice. 

Conducted air operations. 

Bad weather cancelled morning flights. Conducted air 
operaticwis in afternoon. 

Conducted air operations, participating in coordinated IBJ 
strikes on Pyongyang. 

Task Force replenished. 

Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather. 

Conducted air operations. ESSEX and PRINCETON ecndueted 
joint strikes against oil refineiy near tovn of Hoeaa- 
dong, northeast comer of Korea, BOXER conducted strikes 
against Musan, 

4 




II. ioYLoAng (Rapaick, 

ConTilFltt ” IHE STRIKES ON MUSiOl AND ROBAiMlOlK; MASK A 
SIOIAL DEMONSTRATION TO THE COMMUNISTS THAT ® FIGHT FOR 
OUR FREE WAY OF LIFE X CONGRATUUTIONS FOR THE INDIVIDUAL OUT- 
STANDING FERFCRMANCE OF THE PHOTS AND WELL DONE TO ALL HANDS X 
VADM CLARK SENDS X « 

2 September Conducted air operations, 

11 2U Captain Paul D. STROOP, USN , relieved '^aptain Walter F. HODEE, 
USN, as Commanding Officer USS tiSSEX (CV9)* 

3 September Scheduled air operations cancelled because of bad weather, 

4 September Pursuant to CTF 77 Conf. dispatch 301226Z Aug. underway for 

Yokosuka, Japan in company with USS BOXER (CV22.) and 
USS PARKS (DD884), 

PART III ORDNANCE » 

1, Expenditure of Air Ordnance, 

See enclosure (1) 

2, Expenditure of Ship’s Oitlnance for training, 

a. Period 18-31 July 1952 
None 

b. Period 1-31 August 1952 

104 rounds 5"38 AAC 
74 rounds 3" 50 FCL (VT) 

437 rounds 3” 50 FCL (VT) Non-Frag 

c. Period 1—4 September 1952 
None 

3, The performance of ship's ordnance equipment was satisfactory, 

PART IV BATTLE DAMAGE ; 

1, Ship 

a. On 20 July, USS HUBBARD DD748 pulled away from along side during 
fueling operations before the fueling hose was disconnected resulting in loss 
of one 50 foot length of four inch hose, 

b. During the same fueling operations m 20 July, USS DUNCAN DD874 had a 
steering casualty. Before steering control could be regained, the DUNCAN 
scraped the ESSEX on the starboard side. The ESSEX suffered no personnel loss 
or injury. Material damage and loss of equipment was sustained. 

Declassified 
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iiji itaztearl site at gun aount #35* Iher* lias only sligirt 

plating on aponaon Just below splinter tfiield* The danage oonslsfM of aptproad^ 
mately 20 sq* ft* of plating dished In by the bridge of the DUNCAH* 

Mount )j97# frame 105 starboard, was the next point of contact* The 
floater net basket housing, two (2) floater nets were knocked off of the 
splinter shield* Two small holes were pierced in the shell plating on the 
mder side of mount #37 gon sponson and an additicxial 250 sq« ft. of fOating 
was damaged* 

As the destroyer drifted aft, the fiieling boom at the after fueling 
station was badly twisted with fittings and four (4 x 50 foot) lengths of 
fueling hose being lost over the side. One length of (4 x 50 foot) fueling 
hose was lost at the forward fueling station. The safety rail around the 
walkway at frame 94 main deck level was damaged by the fueling hose as it was 
tom from its cradle and "die fueling boom gave way* 

The propeller guard of the DUNCAN made contact with the ESSEX at frame 
157 starboard at about the 3rd deck level hitting the protective pipe covering 
of the gasoline filter drain line. Only slight damage was caused. 

The pjoint of greatest damage was at the gun sponson on the after star- 
board quarter. Gun mount #311 was badly damaged by the sifter twin five inch 
gun mount on the DUNCAN, 

The DUNCaN’s after mount was trained aft and slightly elevated and as 
contact was made between the ESSEX and the DUNCaN, the 5” gun barrels pierced 
the under side of the gun mount. Approximately 400 sq* ft* of spcxison plating 
is badly danaged, 12 ft of the splinter shield is deformed, but can be repaired 
and the deck outboard of the gun was tom up* A detailed report of damage 
sustained was subnit ted to CNO* 

PART V FEBSDNNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES ; 

1* Performance 

The performance of all personnel has bem excellent and morale has been 
a factor requiring no special attention, 

2* Casualties 

a* Ship's Company 

(1) NELSON, Jr,, Clarmce W, AN, USN, sustained a simple fracture of 
the ri^t tibia, >hile unhooking a tow bar from an airplane. Starboard iiheel 
ran over right ankle. 



b. Air Task Group TWO 



(1) LTJG Dcaiald H« HOWARD, USNR, received minor laceraticms of the face 
vhen his aircraft was hit in the canopy by eneny projectiles v4tile flying over 
enemy territory. 
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(2) There were no easualtles sustained by Air Group unlisted men* 



(3) No fli^t time was lost due to illness of flying personnel* 

(4) There were no man hours lost due to p>sychriatric disorders* 

(5) There were no deaths. 

(6) There were no venereal diseases reported* 

(7) The morale was good, 
c. Other Ships 

On 20 July 1952, STEWARD, P.W. GM3 was received aboard via helicopter 
from USS DUNCAN DDRS74 with lacerations of left foream received as result 
of collision between USS DUNCAN (DD874) and USS ESSEX (CV9). Eight survivors 
were received aboard on 6 August 1952, as a resxilt of a fire on USS BOXER (CV21)* 
They were admitted to the sick list for approximately ei^t houre and returned 
br duty* 



COM MENTS : 



1, Engineering Department 

a. Engineering maintenance has been seriously hindered as a result of re- 
duced upkeep availability. The combination of curtailed navy yard overhaul 
availability and subsequent continuous operation has allowed little pre- 
ventative maintenance* During the one month availability at IHiget Sound Naval 
Shipyard only work of a known or emergency nature was accomplished. Since - 
leaving the yard the ship has had three periods of 4, 3> =>nd 10 days in San 
Diego, three periods of 20 hours, 17 hours, and 71 hours in Pearl Harbor, one 
period of one day in Subic Bay, and one period of 60 hours in Yokosuka out of 
a total of 115 days. The lack of opportunity for the ships force to properly 
inspect worn machinery since the ships return frcan the first tour of duty is now 
manifesting itself in machinery failures. 



b. Recommendations 
None 



c* Steaming Data 

Oil received 
Oil delivered 
Oil consximed underway 
Oil consumed at anchor 
Hours underway 
Hours at anchor 
Average speed 
Miles steamed 




18-31 July 52 

1050506 

382021 

867900 

30470 

268*8 

66.2 

18.9 

5080 



1-31 Aug 52 
2481125 
549389 
I8II93O 
0 
744 
0 

15.9 

11829 



1-4 Sep 52 
0 

75552 

278410 

0 

96 

0 

17.2 

1651 
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a* Catapult 

During the period of this report the catapult operation vras considered 
nonnal vdth exception of the following minor discrepancies: 

(1) On 5 August the port catapult cable tensioner jammed. Investigation 
revealed the ram was pitted, scored and the lips on the female follower turned 
under. The follower was machined down and new chevron packing installed, 

(2) On 12 August the port catapult domes of the cable vdiip dampers required 
new ”0” ring seals, 

(3) On 14 August the port catapult main oil supply line to the firing valve 
developed a leak. Investigation revealed that the reducer bushing threads were 
damaged. New reducer bushings were locally manufactured and installed. 

(4) On 17 August the starboard catapult cable tensioner ram stuck at about 
two (2) feet from the "full in" position, Investigaticm revealed that the ram 
packing follower was out of round. This was corrected by machining the follower 
down to ,005 I.D. and installing new packing, 

b. Arresting Gear 

Arresting gear operation during this period was considered normal and 
satisfactory. The lowest time required for re rigging jet barricade was 4«5 
minutes. 



The port barricade stanchion has become distorted inboard and the base 
plate distorted outboard, possibly due to jet barricade engagement. This causes 
scoring of the ram cylinder. The barricade is still operational and will be 
repaired upon entering port, A report is being submitted to Naval Shipyard 
Bremerton, 



c. Aircraft Ordnance 

The aircraft ordnance division shortage of personnel continues to pres«it 
a problem. With the present number of personnel it is impossible to properly 
man all arming control stations during rearming of aircraft. Loading schedules 
have been met however, at the expense of tiring arming crews by working exces- 
sively long hours, 

d. Maintenance 



(1) General: 



The first operational tour found the aircraft maintenance division 
working hard to meet the needs of the embarked group. Five (5) CJEC’s, six (6) 
propellers, one hundred sixteen (116) tire and irtieel assemblies, and 1274 sparic 
plugs were drawn from supply aixi/or cleaned, built up, or otherwise prepared for 
installation by the squadrcais. Thirty three thousand (33,000) cubic feet of 
oxygen were delivered by trailer during four hundred seventy eight (47B) aiixraft 
servicings. 



B 




•lblliti«8 of the Air Departamt Ifaintenanee DlTleion* 
submitted bj separate eorrespondence* 



Rseomaendatloiis are beln$ 



(2) Personnel: 

Some difficulty was experienced by lack of "know how" in engine buildup. 
Three AD ratings had been sent to Jet Engine School on a returnable quota, {pHtaKf to 
deployment, but vere not returned to the ship. 



(3) Facilities, Equipmeit, and Material: 



It is noted that the RB 19R--2 plugs are falling far short of the 180 
hours specified by (ffiB I36, R.U.D.M. ’s should be forthdoming. 



Considerable time was spent by the division metalsndths in fabricating 
a corabination engine build up and installation stand for J34 engines which are 
used in conjunction with a universal tail jade. The J34 engine overhaul stands 
(R85-WXT-243265^1) furnished the section "G" allowance are entirely unsuited 
for carrier maintenance. 




The one bydraulic test stand provided for hydrolube ly section "B" 
allowance has proved inadequate, partly due to drop check requiioments prom- 
ulgated by ComAirPac dispatch 3020122 of April 1952. One test stand should be 
provided for each F9F squadron embarked, and one has been ordered "in excess" 
by this vessel, 

A jack shortage, likewise developed, due to frequent drop checks of 

F9F A/C. 



The section "G" allowance specifies six (6) 7*5 ton jacks but this vessel 
has procured jacks in quantities and for reasons shown: 

Two (2) 12 ton for AD‘s - 7*5 ton jacks too light for carrier jacking. 

Four (4) 5 ton for F2H - 7*5 ton jacks too high. 

Four (4) 7,5 tcai jades for F4U»s and F9F’s, 

Two (2) more 7*5 too jacks have been ordered to expedite jacking of 

F9F*s* 

A preservation machine is badly needed and, although a sectiem "G" 
allowance item; this vessel has been unable to obtain one. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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pot a baa'vy load on the oaor^en tr'nnf r ur.iv . , t 
haa ocilj baan obtained bj timely^ ample procurt^nt of spare parts ana fx'es^uuit 
repairs. 



Hie twelve (12) fifty (50) foot jignper cords (28 volts) provided by 
section ••G” have proven inadequate in length and number* No racks were provided 
for their stowage* AFU’s were used almost entirely for 28 vcit a/C power on tno 
hangar deck to the exclusion of the ship's installed system, until 100' cords and 
stowage racks were Installed fvi or adjacait to each of the eight (8) deck edge 
28 .volt outlets on the hangar deck. 

One hundred (lOO) foot cords and stowage racks are now being installed 
adjacent to fli^t deck outlets in anticipation of cutting down on AFU opexmtlocs 
and usage on short lived, easily breakable APU's. 

Wide separation of 117 volt ship service receptacles precluded the use 
of this current in the UPM-8 for checking APX-6 at all aircraft locaticxis on flight 
and hangar decks* This difficulty was overcome by modifying a cable assembly, 
furnished in accordance with C,A,P, S/h Ser* 70/l^5, to take a single phase of 
the numerous 120 volts, 3 p^iase, 400 cycle aircraft electronics seirvice power 
outlets* 



Suitable shop facilities are not currently provided on 27A c<xiversions 
for aircraft engine woric. Work benches and stowage cabinets for the material and 
equipaent used in this work, especially engine build up, are currently being 
installed oa the hangar dedc aft of frame 196, A Ship illt, will be submitted 
covering this installation* 

Hangar deck stowage facilities are not provided for stowing APS-19 
radomes and sonobuoy dispensers when removed due to use of aircraft for other 
missions. An eight (8) rad<mie rack has been installed on the after hangar deck 
for the radomes and torpedo dollys are presently used for the dispensers. 

Propeller changes are now made anywhere on the hangar deck with the use 
of a light block and tackle and a beam clamp obviating ihe need for a special 
spot beneath a chain hoist. If the aircraft is not coitered tinder a overhead 
oeam ttvo clamps and tackles may be used to give a varying suspension point* 

3* Gunnery Department, 

a* During the period 18 July — 31 July seven destroyers were refueled at sea, 
"en (10) destroyers alongside for highline transfers of personnel and freight, 
Three persons were transferred by highline, 

b. During the period 1-31 August, this vessel replenished ammunition at sea 
sight (ff) times, receiving a total of 1Q4JU,2 tons at an average rate of 76»4> tons 
per hour. The greatest tonnage received in one hour was 90 tons. Provisions 
were replenished at sea three (3) times with this vessel receiving a total of 242,5 
tons at an average rate of 50,4 tons per hour and the fastest hourly rate being 
69 t<xi8. Thirty-nine destroyers came along side for hi^line transfers of 
personnel and freight, andt^Driv5gilid3estroyers were refueled at sea, 
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(1) The ESSEX commenced this operating period with approximately 90Jt of 
BiiAer allowance list items on board, Tliose shortages which caused most trouble 
during the period were: 



(a) F9F-2 Nose V/heels 

(b) AD-4j. Propellers 

(c) AD-4 and F4U4-4 Tail Wheels 

(d) F9F-2 Nose Struts 

(e) Aircraft clocks 

(f) F9F-2 Fuel Pumps 

(g) F4U-4 Fuel warning transfer switches, 

(h) Red and Green flight deck Jerseys, 

( 2 ) Supply sources utilized for aeronaubiCial mateidal were (1) ASBf Fleet 
Activities, Yokosuka; (2) ASA, Naval Supply Depot, Guam; and (3) ASD, Naval Supply 
Center, Oakland, Since departvu*e of the USS JUPITER, AVS— 8, the Aviaticai Supply 
Branch, Yokosuka, has taken over support of aircraft carriers in the Japan-Korea 
area, ASB has been able to furnish approximately 65^ of items requested; the re» 
mainder were passed to ASA, Guam, or ASD, Oakland, for action only if ordered 

on a Priority A or B basis. As ASB is not making any obligations, all ”NIS" or 
"NC" items not ordered on a Priority A or B basis have been cancelled. This has 
brought about a large number of Priority B requests in order to insure delivery 
of high usage items prior to depletion of remaining stock on hand, 

(3) It has been determined that the time required to receive material 
”on the line” in the following categories is as follows: 

(a) From ASB, Yokosuka via COD - approximately 4 or 5 dsys, 

(b) Frcxi ASB, Yokosuka via fleet freight - approximately 20 days, 

(c) From Continental U.S, via government air - approximately 20 days, 

(d) From Continental U.S. via surface shipnait - approximately 45 to 

50 days. 



(4) Squadrons being deployed to the forward area are advised to obtain 
a full allowance of sections "F" and ”U” material prior to embarking on the parent 
carrier as subject items are exceedingly difficult to obtain in the forward area. 
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tlMlr ^MPittK tMp 1^^ nn« hMtvlMr than aatiaipatedy 
iMIllli tiMir iboiitiit tiMg* i^rt hand 'toolt, offioe aunplies ani 

Elaetitailtta and Mehimix apara parta are tha aoat ttffleult parta to raplaea* 

(2) In aeaaral Inatancea empty gaa (flinders have been received in place 
of full onea^ resulting In extra handling of bottles and a more limited stock 
of desired gases coi hand* 

e* Comissary 

(1) Receipt of provisions during replenishment on the line has been 
stepped up approximately 20 tons per hour by the additional use of the high line* 

5* Administration 



a* Peraonnel Count: 



During the period of operation the average on-board count was as follows: 



Ship's Ccmpany 




Officer 

126 


Enlisted 

1944 


Tota:^ 

2070 


Marine Detachment 




2 


60 


62 


Air Group 




130 


622 


752 


Transfers: 


E-7 E-6 

3 7 


^=1 Idfc 

9 11 


E-3 E-2 

10 1 




Receipts: 


5 3 


1 5 


26 ^6 




Petty Officers: 


Pay Grade 


Allowed 


On Board 


Percent 




E-7 


74 


76 


102^ 




E-6 


171 


72 


57.8^ 




E-5 


265 


118 


55.5^ 




E-4 


374 


450 


120^ 



There continues to be a shortage of petty officers in the following 
ratings: (»1, FC, MM, BT, EM, IC, AO, AA/aN, HA/HN, and IN* 

b* The delivery of mail during this period has been slightly below average 
in comparison to previous periods. This may have been caused by the nature of 
operations Just prior to reporting to ComNavFe and the relatively short period 
in port* 



c* This vessel requested special services hotel reservations for the period 
6-14 September for 100 officeirs and 300 enlisted. The reservations assigned were 
50 officers and 53 enlisted for special services hotels. Ninety percent of the 
reservations for enlisted covered only two day periods, including travel time. 
Ninety reservations were allowed at Camp Yokohama, The majority of these special 
service reservations were assigned pilots and aircrewmen. These will be augmented 
by three (3) day leave privileges. 




a« Zx>nm poaitiona hava ba«n amah l a ptofi8l,,idth the oaa of tha oaw Japan* 
located atatlo) 2H0 and 3I1« Iheae atationa gave vexy aceurate poaitiooa nhan 
near Honahu in the Japan Sea, dladnlahlng aoneidiat when nearer Korea* TaUlee 
have been requeated* Loran eharta have been provided but their small seals makes 
aceurate fixing difficult* 

7* Operations Department* 

a. Air Operations 

(1) After more than a year, an automatic keyer for the low frequency haner 
has been placed in operation* A MC ELROY FHOTO TUBE KEYER and a tape puller were 
located in Naval Reserve Stock and authority to draw this equipient was granted 
by BuShips* A continuous paper tape, coded with India Ink, is employed, giving 
identification every thirty seconds vdth a twenty second dash on each side* 
Connections are made directly to the transmitter at a remote telegraph station 
located in Air Operations* The Keyer has been highly satisfactory in operation and 
it is recommended that the equipmait be furnished to a11 CV’s until such time as 
specially designed equipment is available for this purpose, alteration submitted* 

(2) The controls for the YE, Racon and Homer are now installed in the 
Air Operations space* This makes a convenient working arrangement* 

(3) It is reccmmended that an AN/ARC-1 radio be installed in Air 
Operations to replace one of the Remote Radio Staticxis, Commitments on the TDQ- 
RCK equipment pr^Dhibit guarding two other carriers land /launch and a helicopter 
circuit* One AN/aRC- 1 and one TDQ-RCK would eliminate this difficulty* 

(4) 1929 sorties were flown during the period totalling 4,110*6 hours* 

34 sorties aborted* 

b, PhotograjAiy, 

(1) Film drying 

(a) After much trial and error, the newly Installed AIOA aero film 
diyers have been found to be efficient machines. It is Important that only 
qualified personnel be allowed to operate them, however. The machines must be 
observed constantly to assure that the film is properly centered and feeding 
freely. The operator must learn to tell by the curl of the film vhether the film 
is coining through too brittle or too wet. Lack of vigilence on his part can ruin 
several feet of film almost immediately, 

(b) Only two mechanical difficulties have been experienced with the 
AIOA dryers* The solenoid cut-out switch for the film take-up spindle often fails 
to actuate propierly. It was found that this was due to dairage sustained >hen the 
heavily weighted spool had dropped on the actuating lever. This weighted spool 
has been replaced with a lighter one, thus decreasing chances of damage to the 
cut-out solenoid, and also exerting less force on the film, allowing it to ride 
against the feed rollers inside the dryer and clear of the heat louvers* 
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(d) Spae« is still a problan* 0ns dzysr is Installsd ooovsaisntly 
within the main photo laboratoxy. The other is installed in the film stowage 
room directly across ttie passageway from the laboratoiy. The latter space is too 
small to allow proper operation. 

c. Aerology, 

(1) It was found by using the metalic screen reflector instead of the 
tin foil reflector for obtaining RAWINS that hi^er altitudes could be tracked 
and the target returns were larger, 

(2) It is recommended that carriers having facsimile equipment no longer 
be required to transmit surface analyses to the OTC, ViJien transmitting, the 
facsimile transmitter cuts out the ships communication equipmait with heavy in- 
terference . Dispatching a verbal analysis is considered adequate, 

(3) During the reporting period nine days of flight operations were 
cancelled due to bad weather, 

d . Communlc ations . 

(1) The ship began the period with a relatively new and untredned Com- 
munication Section, 

(a) Only two CWO's had any previous experience in this type of work. 
Enlisted p>ersonnel were equally inexperienced. Only fifty percent of the allow- 
ance of rated men were on boards Close supervisi<xi and continued on— the— Job 
training for the enlisted men and a nightly conminication class for officers has 
improved this situation some\^at, A continued rigorous training program should 
bring about desired results, 

(2) During the time CTF 77 (ComCarDiv 3) was embaiiced the BOXER loaned 
the ESSEX ttree rated Radiomen and thx^e rated Telemen to assist in the added 
workload. While the Flag was aboard traffic jumped from an average of three 
hundred dispatches per day to an average of nine hundred eighty-two per day. 

During the reporting period on the line the Communication Section processed a 
total of 26,770 messages, 

(3) Keeping in operaticn the two CSP 2900 *s belonging to the ship and the 
one belonging to the Flag, proved a problem, CTF 77 requested and received wothei 
machine from the RPIO in Yokosuka, No qualified CRF personnel were available 
however. This situation will be improved >dien the minor CRF is set up and qualifie 
CRF personnel made available, 

e. Photographic Interpretation, 

(l) The major portion of the Photograjiiic Interpretation during this period 
consisted of target searches with the flak studies of the rail routes being of 
next importance. The flak studies of the rail routes changed in format from the 
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« 1/50,000 dbart. This nethod has proved very satisraetory from the standpoint 
of the photo Interpreter, It saves many man hours, but for use In flak suppresslot 
strikes the mosaic type is of much more value. It is recomnended that a system 
be instituted vhereby periodic ihotographic touraids are distributed by the 
photographic Interpretation unit at Atsvigi and implemented by current flak studies 
on the 1/50,000 charts by the carrier photo interpreters, 

(2) All interpretation was acccmiplished from fully annotated sonne 
prints rather than from flash prints. This proved to be more efficient in the 
combined teamwork between the photographic laboratory, the photo interpreter 
and the photo detachment. Inasmuch as the interpreter and the photo pilots did 
not work in the same sp>aces, the use of annotated prints speeded the job of 
identifying the area photographed. By not printing "flash" prints the photo 
lab was able to deliver rolls of film sooner to the photo pilots for annotation 
and allowed them to complete their work sooner, 

(3) The interpretation unit opjerated under the slogan of "a picture 
for every pilot" on all strikes. The attack pilots had individual annotated 
photos of each target >hile the flak suppression pilots also had individual 
photos to fdnpolnt each gun position. Prior to each strike the latest photo- 
graphy was interpreted for all possible flak positions v^ich were duly noted on 
the individual photos and on the larger briefing mosaics. 

(4) The K-25 damage assessment camera was soon shelved upon the de- 
velopment of an excellent F-56 camera installation for the AD aircraft. The 
larger plate size and longer focal length proved to be a great improvement over 
the K-25* Ftffther details are being submitted in enclosure (1), 

( 5 I The photo Interpretation unit of the ESSEX consists of one Lieutenant, 
graduate of the Photographic Interpretation Center, and three enlisted assistants, 
graduates of the Barbers Point and Alameda PI schools. This nmber is considered 
ideal, and it is ccxialdered Important that at least one of the assistants be either 
an exp»rienced assistant or a Hrst or second class p»tty officer, 

(6) The photo interpretaticn unit operated in the flag intelligence space 
at such times when ComCarDiv THREE was not embarked on the ESSEX, So long as 
the flag intelligence space is available the interpxretation working ccsiditions 
are considered excellent. When the ship's PI is relegated to Print Shop #2, the 
Ozalid room, the working sp>ace is considered inadequate and the filing space negli- 
ble. In either working space the problem of filing the 9" x 18" K-18 and K-38 
photography is still unsolved<^, As the cruise progresses and the Banshees fly more 
coverage, this problem will become increasingly complicated. Added expeidence 
should bring about a solution to this problem, 

f. Air Intelligence 

(1) Material, Map® and Charts 

(^)c<xicerted effort was made to obtain all the necessary intelligence 
materials and supplies prior to deployment. It is estimated that about fifty 
thousand (50,000) maps, of various scale?, rwith a total weight of approximately 
two and one-quarter tons, were brou^t aboard during this period. 



DECLASSIFIED 



15 



A discussion of the services obtained from varlotas Air Navigation offices Is 
being submitted by separate correspondence as being of possible aissistance for 
future deployments, 

(b) The use of 1:50,000 ocale maps has increased to a marked degree 
over the first Korean tour, and it is /elt that this is due largely to the type of 
operations now in progress vhere the planes attack widely separated areas 
and diversified targets, whereas previously emphasis was placed on the rail and 
bridge Interdiction program. Unfamiliarity of some of the pilots with the area ma 
also account for the unusual rate of consumption of 1:50,000 scale maps. De- 
tailed comments on the attritic«i rate of these maps will be submitted in sub- 
setjuettt action reports, 

. e, CIO 

During the first tour on the line of the second ESSEX Korean crvdse the 
CIC operated with a total complement of 50 enlisted men and 9 officers. Under 
the circumstances it is considered that the personnel were adequate to handle 
the assigned tasks. However, the pinch was felt during the time that ComCarDiv 
THREE was aboard. It is considered that a minimum of 56 to 60 enlisted men 
be assigned to CIC (with staff embarked) to properly handle all aspects of CIC 
work. Due to the fact that there were 15 stations to be manned each watch the 
men were divided into three duty sections. The officera stood watches as follows: 
Five (5) were on the regular CIC watch schedule and three (3) were assigned j 

duties as Air Controllers both strike and CAP, Five (5) of the total sl^t (8) 
offlcen mentioned above have had 22 months aboard and it is anticipated that they 
will all receive orders to ether duty within a one or two months periods. If 
possible it would be better if fewer officers (especially experienced) were 
rotated in so short a time. Replacements for these five (5) officers have just 
ceme aboard. 



Indoctrination in ATP-1 proceeded smoothly. Lectures were scheduled 
for all officers In the Operations Department j- any others who wished to were 
welcome to attend. Each chapter was assigned to one of the officers in CIC 
who was responsible for the presentation thereof. These lectiares were also 
attended by the 00D*s who were asked to make constwetive suggestions and inform 
all attendants how some paarticulai- point effected this ship when operating with 
TF-77, Each lectxare was given twice daily so all >iio needed to could con- 
veniently attended. 



It is recommended that the CXG officers of the various ships In the Task 
Force be called together at the convenience of the staff to standardised details 
of CIC operations of a routine uatureo 
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Copl«0 tot 
CNO ( 2 ) Advanee 
CINCPACFLT (2) Advance 
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 
COMNAVEB (1) Advance 
COWNAXTE EVALUAHON GROUP 
COMSEVENTOFLT (1) Advance 
CTF-77 (1) Advance 
ComCaiDlv 1 
ComCari)iv 3 
ComCarDiv 5 
COMAIRPAC (10) 

COMSERVPAC 
OOMPAIRALAMEDA 
COMFAIRJAPAN 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
USS BOXER (CV21) 

USS EON HOMME RICHARD (CV 3 I) 
USS VALIEY FORCE (CV45) 

USS FHILLIPINE SEA (CV47) 
USS PRINCETON (CV 37 ) 

USS ORISKANY (CV 34 ) 

USS KEARSARGE (CV33) 

CVG-2 

CVG-5 

CVG-7 

CVG-9 

CVG-11 

CVG -15 

CVG-19 

CVG-lOl 

CVG-102 

ATG-2 (5) 
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USS ESSEX (CVA9) 
c/o Fleet Post Office 
San Francisco, California 
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CVii9/ia6-13 
Ser 0175 
1 November 1952 



nmHft 

Fromt Commanding Officer 

To: Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Commander Task Force SEVCNIY SEVEN 

(2) Commander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Commander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commander in Chief, U, S. Pacific Fleet 



DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECUSSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
OOD OiR 5200.10 



Subj; Action Report ‘for the period 5 September to 1 November 1952 
Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 3480 »4 

End: (1) Air Task Group TWO Action Report for period 5 September to 1 

November 1952 



1» In accordance with reference (a), the action Report for the period 5 
September to 1 November 1952 is hereby submitted* 



PA M I COMPOSITION OF OWN FORCES im MISSION 

&• During the period 5 September to 1 November, U.S»S* ESSEX (CVAV^) 
was a unit of Task Force 77 at various times composed of the following vinits: 
U.S.S. FSSEX (GVA9) , U.S.S. BON KOMl'E RICKARD (CVA31), ComCarDiv ONE, Ri»DM 
H. E. REGAN, USN, embarked, U.S.S, PRINCETON (CVA37), U.S.S. KEaRSiU^ (CVA33), 
ComCarDiv FIVE, RADM R. F. HICKEY, USN, embarked, U.S.S. IOWA (BB61), and 
U.S.S. MISSOURI (BB^), ComSEVSNTHFlt, VaDM J. J, CLaRK, USN, embarked, and 
various other heavy supi^ort and screening ships. 

bj. During the subject period, U.S.S. ESSEX (CVA9) operated off the Eiist 
Coast of Korea in accordance with CTF 77 Operations Order 22-51 (2nd revision), 
plus supplemental plana and orters issued during the period, 

c» The mission of TF 77 was primarily to support United Nations ground 
forces in Korea, The support missions included close and deep support, etrmed and 
pAiotographic reconnaissance, interdiction of eneny supply lines and strikes 
against enemy installations, 

1-* The ESSEX Air Group on three occasions joined with the Air Forces in 
coordinated strikes against K rean targets; the first of these on 5 October was 
against vehicle, supply and personnel shelters in the vicinity of HOEYiiNGj the 
second on 7 October against supply and storage areas at YONGPYONG-^I and the 
third on 8 October against the railway and highway bridges at KOWON. Frwn 12 
October through 16 October the ESSEX Air Group joined with those of the carriers 
PRINCETON, BON HOMME RICHARD, and KEiiKSiift($ in support of forces under Cemmander 

"a • 



■-■'•phil-ioiis Group THREE in training manuevers in the vicinity of KOJO in 
accordance vdth CTF 77 Operations Order 25^-52. 

e* On 24 October the ESSEX and BON HOMME RICHARD joined in strikes on 
mining, railroad and other facilities at a stone.’ s throw from 

Manchuria, Thraaghout the period strikes were made against personnel, vehicle 
and supply areas at the bombiine. Assessment of damage can be evaluated only 
against the ability of the enemy to mount future offensives. 



PART II ORDNANCE 



1. Expenditure of Air Ordnance, 
a. See enclosure (1) 

2, Expenditure of Ship’s Ordnance for Training, 



5-30 Sept 1~31 Oct 

5”/38 aAC 192 191 
5’73S (VT) Non-frag 0 85 
5'738 BL & T 0 83 
3"/50 FCL (VT) 98 45 
3" /50 FCL (VT) Non-frag . 477 597 
3"/50 BL & T 12 0 



3, The performance of shdp’s ordnance equipment was satisfactory, 

PART III battle 

1, The ship received no battle damage. Enclosure (1) contains damage to hTG- 2 
aircraft and damage inflicted on the enemy, 

R^RT IV FEHSO^JNEL FERFORM^’CE i^ND CASUALTIES 

1, The perforaance of all personnel has been excellent. There were no cas- 
ualties to personnel of ship’s company. Personnel casualties sustained by 
aTG- 2 are listed in enclosure (1), 



PART IV COMMENTS; 



1, Air Department, 
a. Catapult 

(1) On 16 September 1952, vrtiile firing test no load shots, the port 
catapult failed to retract. Subsequent investigation revealed the cause to 
be an expansion of the braking cylinder which prevented the passage of the 
crosshead over that area. 



(2) On 18 September following the ordering of a new cylinder, the 
SSSEX sailed to rejoin Task Force 77, operating with the starboard catapult 
alone. After three (3) days of successful operations, on 21 September, CTF 

77 ordered the ESSEX to piDceed to Sasebo, Japan, arriving there 24 September, 
The new braking cylinder awadted the ship's arrival and necessary material and 
personnel were made available there, 

(3) By the moiTilng of 26 September, installations and necessary parts 
had been restored to operational condition and test no load shots were condu- 
cted throughout the afternoon, A runway shot resulting from a parted towing 
bridle prevented completion of the tests imtil the morning of the 27th after 
which the ESSEX got underway to rejoin Task Force 77 again. Following these 
repairs, both catapults were in operational condition throu^out the remainder 
of the cruise, except for short periods when minor repairs were necessary, 

b. ARRESTING GEAR 



(1) Operations: 

Arresting Gear operations have been routine with the exceptions of 
the re-reeving job that was required on the number one (1) arresting engine, 
following the discovery of breaks on the purchase cable on 30 September, On 
8 October, the 50,000 th arrested landing aboard the ESSEX was made by LT. 
Robert BERC2JER, in his AD-iiN Ni^t Fighter, 

(2) Barricade and Davis Barrier Rerigging: 

The ESSEX left CONUS on 16 June 1952 for the Far East. Since that \ 
date there have been approximately seven barrier engagements by jet type airv 
craft. After each of the first three engagements it took in excess of ten 
minutes to set a ready deck. It became apparent that this was unacceptable 
because of critical fuel supply of the F9F, an intensive program of drills 
was initiated utilizing all arresting gear and fli^t deck personnel. Drills 
are held just prior to ret\i.ming to the operating area and at two week inter'-- 
vals during an extended operating period. The result of this program was a 
reduction of 50^ in rerigging time over previous times , The time required to 
set a ready deck after each of the last three engaganents have been six, five 
and seven minutes respectively. After each of these engagements the barricade 
was rerigged in five minutes or less. It is felt that the max imum acceptable 
time for rerigging the barricade and barriers should not be over six minutes 
after a normal engagement, 

(3) Value of Barricade: 

Since the barricade has been installed there has been one bairicade 
engagement during vdiich the Davis Barriers were not engaged. The barricade 
had a runout of approximately 65—70 feet. If the barricade had not been inst- 
alled, there would have been a fli^t deck crash similar to the one that took 
place in September 1951 when an F2H jumped over the Davis Barriers and crashed 
into the planes parked forward on the fli^t deck. 



c. AIRCRAFT ORDNANCE 










(1) The Air Department Ordnance Divisicwa shortage of personnel still 
continues to be a problem in that personnel have been transferred without rep^ 
lacements. This situation vdll become more serious as the operating schedule 
becomes more difficult to meet due to cold weather conditions, 

(2) Oifficvilty has been experienced in procuring 2Qran aircraft 
cannon driving springs. Tills item was ordered in quantities to replenish the 
ships allowance, but instead of receiving the items requested, aircraft gun 
charger inner and outer ep rings were issued as substitutes for driving sp^ 
ings. These springs could not be utilized and are now in excess. To alleviate 
a critical situation of haring aircraft guns out of commission, fifty (50) 
didving springs were procured from the U.S.S. PRINCETON prior to her depart- 
ure from the operating area, 

d, MAINTENANCE 

(1) Equipment; 

A new type of engrlna buLld up stand for reciprocating engines has 
been developed and is in use- permitting off .'•.oading of the conventional 
allowance tsrpe. Briefly aesoi^ilhed; the stand consists of three vertical legs, - 
one under each side of clio etigine mount and one under the pix>peller shaft. 

On completion of the build up; the engine is stored vertically on 
the same stand. 

Hangar deck space for an additional aircraft has been gained and 
three tons of topside weigai. sut ’oracted. 

Tool box racks have been installed on certain areas of the hangar 
deck not access able for pavlalng '.‘.r ore ft. General appearaices are greatly 
improved and they have proven a real convenience for the mechanics. 

Radio "gripes" ofeen pr,cve, af+.er investigation, to be headset and 
microphone discrepancies, T<> a’.'i.eviate this condition; test sets (TS 337/u) 
have been installed, in .reany room 'in order t'nat pilots may positively 

determi .16 the condition of headsets and micir>phones prior to manning planes. 

Proper marking of flight clothing can now be performed with a newly 
obtained gold print machine, a popular addition to the ship*s equipage. 

Difficulties in mo-'^ng oxygen trailers to filling locations among 
closely parked aircraft have been alleviated by installing 50* filler hoses, 
fabricated from 3000 P,S.l. hydraulic hose. 

Contrary to the reports of other carriers, the oxygen trailers have 
been used during two Korean tours and have proven satisfactory. 
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A simple effective tester for the batteries of CRC-?, VHF, search an4 
rescue transceiver, carried in para rafts has been fabrifeated on board. Both the 
and ”B" sides may be checked under load vdth one instrument and one plug 4^. 

The much needed, long awaited preseirvation machine finally arrived and 
is considered an excellent piece of equipnent, 

(2) Material; 

The 180 hour RB 19R-2 spark plugs are only averaging 69 hours* Cause 
of the difficulty has not been determined, 

J42 engines are being received minus the TJC’s and hi^ pressure pumps* 
This situation is not critical as long as the Supply Officer ean furnish the 
"missing" quantity above the nonnal usage. 

Spare F4U wings are still being received without F4U Change No, 432 
Incorporated, Because it is impractical for carrier! to make this change, 
the wing must be off-loaded, 

(3) Personnel; 

The pers-^nnel situation has been satisfactory, A training program, 
\mderway since deployment, recently paid off with fifteen (15) men' , out of 
sixty four assigned, being advcinced in rate on 16 October, 

2* Supply Department, 

a* Aviation Stores 

(1) Installed cargo nets in the overhead of aviation engine store- 
room C-419-A for the storage of damaged aircraft surfaces, thereby reducing 
additional damage and providing additional deck storage sp)ace* 

b. General Stores, 

(1) Replenishment while in port from ttie USS POLUJX (aKS-4’) and 
the USS CASTOR UKS-1) was considered hi^ly satisfactory, about 85$ of items 
requested being supplied* 

(2) The most critical itons in the area are; 

lumber 

metal (bar and plate) 

standard forms 

bottled gases 

(3) Electronics spare parts have been supplied in an excellent 
manner - 90$ of requests have been filled. 
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(4) Ordance and BuShips spare parts are in short supply, resulting 
in high priority requisitions for stateside supply action. 

3» Administration 

a. Personnel Count 

During the period of operation the average on— board count was as follpwi 







Officer 


Enlisted 


Total 


Ship's Company 




127 




2054 


2181 


Marine Detachment 




2 




62 


64 


Air Group 




130 




624 


754 


E-7 


E-6 




Izk 


E-3 E-2 


E-1 


Transfers ; 5 


T' 


5 


25 


7 0 


0 


Receipts: 0 


3 


2 


6 


1 22 


1 




Pay Grade Allowed 


On-Board 


Per Cent 


Petty Officers; 


E-7 




74 


73 


99 




E-6 




171 


.72 


43 




E-5 




265 


132 


50 




E-4 




374 


483 


129 


‘ficers and nineteen 


(19) enlisted 


men are cn emergency leave i 



The on— board count is considered adequate for the ihission assigned 
and type of operaticwis conducted* There continues to be a shortage of petty 
officers in the following ratings; QM, FC, M, BT, EM, IC, AO, and TN, 

b. Morale 



Despite an extended tour of operations cn— the— line, the morale of 
personnel continued to be high. During the latter pai*t of the period there 
were indications of fatigue of pilots, loading and flight deck crews and 
watch-standers . The delivery of mail during this period was below average 
in comparison to previous periods. This was due to an extension of the 
operating period. As a result, this vessel received no mail at the last 
three consecutive replenishments. 



4, Operations Department 
a* Air Operations 
No comment 
b. Aerology 

(1) Weather in the Korean Operating area was normal. 

(2) One and one half days of flight operations were cancelled due to 
weather. Ibis was caused by active cold fronts passing through the area. 
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(3) One replenishment day was cancelled due to heavy weather a 

deep low pressure area developed in the Sea of Japan* 

c. Communication 

(1) Since the first' period traffic has continued to increase, putting 
an added load on the already overburdened circuits. During the second period 
the ship handled a total of 28,858 dispatches, an average of All per day. Of 
this number 1394 were originated by the . ship and 2546 were addressed to the 
ship. The rest were rele^, transmitted and received, over the circuits 
guarded for CTF 77> George FOX and NDT FOX messages, 

(2) During the secmd jieriod the rigid training program has been 
continued. Close supervision, on the job training and classroom instruction 
for the enlisted men and an aftemom ccmmunications class for officers has 
improved the communication section considerably, 

(3) The slowing down of the NHi FOX to approximately 22 WPM no 
longer necessitates placing the best availal^e operators on this circuit. 

This Indicates that ccmiplete reception of first transmissifsns, although slower, 
is far better than requesting the already overbuidened transmitting station 
to repeat messages or sections of messages missed, 

d. CIC 

During the period of this report CIC operated with an average of 53 
men and 10 officers. This complement is considered to be adequate. 

Three significant programs were undertaken during this period as follows 

(1) O.O.D, Training Syllabus, 

An O.O.D, training syllabus for all line officers on board vho desired 
to qualiijjj as O.O.D, underway, with particular emphasis on the qualifying of 
CIC officers, , was established. Lectures were given by the Navigator, the 
Engineering Officer, and other department heads at specified times. All CIC 
officers were required to attend these lectures. To date two (2) CIC officers 
have qualified and another will be qualified in the near future. All O.O.Ds:: 
and J,0«0,Ds were required to stand observation watches in CIC to better 
familiarize themselves with the functions of CIC, Gunnery Liaison, and Air 
Operations, This program proved very effective in a better co-operation and 
understanding between combat and the bridge, 

(2) CTF 77 Air Control Training and Qualification Program. 

CTF 77 has recently commenced a program for the training and qu alif ying 
of officers from destroyers as "Air Controllers, Day”, by having these officers 
report to TF 77 carilers on TAD orders for training. This is considered to be 
an excellent program however, it shotild be realized that the training and 
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quali^lng of an officer who has never been to dC School^ Air Ccxxtroller 
School or has never been in ccntrol of an aircraft before is a long process* 
Concentrating on these trainees in order to get them back to their ships is 
a serious hindrance to the training of the officers permanently attached 
to the carriers. Proficiency of the carrier personnel mtist be kept up. dC 
qualified one (1) offiser and two (2) more were far enough along so that 
another three days of air ccntrol work would have qualified them also. On the 
reccanmendatinns of VC-ll, the trainees are also given a short uourse in ASP 
Air Control woric. The pilots of VC-11 felt the ASP Controllers of the - o.. 
destroyers were not using proper techniques and did not know the capabilities 
of the planes or the equipment installed. The instructions given to trainees 
thus far has already Improved ASP Air Control, 

(3) AEW/ASW/CIC Training Program 

On 26 October 1952 CIC and VC-11 ttalt ITEM established a co-operative 
training program. The object of the program wast 

(ft) To acquaint certain CIC personnel with (l) the capabilities 
and limitations of the ADAW# the aN/APS-20A, and other airborne equipmoat usei 
for AEW and aSW: (2) Techniques of airborne air sontrolj and (3) the problems 

of the airborne controller and technicians, 

(b) To acquaint VC-11 airborne controllers, technicians, and 
pilots with CIC, its problems, techniques, and the capabilities and 
limitations of its equipment. It is intended that the above objectives be 
carried out by a series of >iEW/ASW training flights, CIC instructions watches, 
and lectures. The proposed program met with a great deal of enthusiasm, A 
total of 24 persons (including two (2) officers, twenty (20) rated men, and 
_ twc (2) ncn-rated men) vol\inte»red to participate. Most .of these people have 
put in a good number of hours as shipboard aSP Controller using both the PO 
presentation and regular shipboard radars. In the four (4) operating days 
during which this program has been in effect twelve (12) people participated 
in aSW training flints totaling 25,4 hours. The schedule for these flights 
wei*e arranged on a ncn-interference basis with VC-11 Unit ITEM, Also, during 
this period thirteen (13) VC-U personnel were scheduled for a total of 96 
hours of instruction watch in CIC, Both the instruction watches and the 
training flights have proven to be vezy effective. Personnel who have parti- 
cipated have learned much which will benefit them in performance of their 
normal duties. Enthusiastic response to the training program and a new inte- 
rest in iiEW and airborne aSW has been demonstrated by CIC personnel in personal 
interviews. It is felt that this program will be of immeasvirable benefit to 
the men and units involved, 

e. Photographic Interperetatjon 

Photographic Interpretation during this period continued to be prim- 
arily target search and damage assessment. The "tovuraid” of a rail route is 
practically a thing of the pant, a+Aidtes, crintAnued, to be made b\t+. wexa - 



most often centralized to a specific target area rather than a general route 
as had been the practice in the past. Flak studies point up the need for 
greater emphasis on flak interpretation. Photo interpreters do not agree 
among themselves in the interpretion of various types of gun positions. The 
need for a symposium on the subject of flak in the Korean theatre is indicated 

Towards the latter portion of this operating period the hours of day- 
light and, thus the hours for acceptable photography diminished. Several 
schedxilings of late afternoon or early morning flights in mountainous areas 
produced photographic results difficult if not impossible to interpret. All 
such missions should be scheduled closer to midday vhen the s\m is near its 
zenitti. 

An attonpb was made to coordinate photographic interpretation with 
ECM reports ‘in the search for enemy radar; however, no positive results were ^ 
obtained. An expansion of this work during the next operating period is 
anticipated. 

The F-56 20" camera capsule was continued in use on the AD aircraft 
in place of the K-25 for strike photography. Continued excellent restilts 
were obtained. 

The interest of the Air Group pd-lots in photography and photographic 
interparetation was aroused by a demonstration of stereoscopy involving the 
various types of targets pjeculiar to Korea. For the first time many pilots 
were able to see some of the camouflaged supply areas they had been attacking 
nearly in the blind. This aroused interest led to a steady stream of jet 
recco leaders pemsing photographs of a scheduled mission so they might be 
better prepared for lucrative targets along the route. 

The photographic pilots many times returned from an incomp>lete 
mission with a sense of frustration becavise their time had run out. Time 
has proved to be a much more critical item on photographic missions than 
either aircraft endurance or film capacity. This is paarticularly tme in the 
case of targets at a considerable distance in frcm the coast, 

f. Air Intelligence 

(1) Comments on Services of Air Navigation Offices 
(a) Air Navigation Office, San Diego 

The coop>eration of the COMAIRPAC Intelligence Officer and the 
Air Navigation Officer was outstanding in all respects. After consvilting the 
Air Navigation Officer all maps and charts remaining from the first Korean 
tour-’ were off loaded. After the necessaiy inventory was taken by the Air 
Navigation Office, approximately half the maps had to be destroyed due to 
obsolescence. The ship was then pro-rided with a.nev; allawance of maps and 
charts . 




On one occasion, maps tuere requested from the Air Navigation Office in the 
morning and the charts were loaded aboard ship that same afternoon. This 
particular order was placed on a Saturday morning, and yet the Air Navigation 
Office needed only five hours to deliver some 15,000 maps aboard neatly boxed 
and indexed. Their sejrvices could not have been more outstanding, 

(b) Air Navigation Office, NAS Barbers* Point 

The Air Navigation Office at Barbers' Point was requested to 
supply certain items in which the ship was deficient. Subsequently, the ship 
was notified that all the items had been delivered. However it was learned 
after the ship had gotten underway for VJESPaC that some of the items were not 
aboard. This oversight was mdoubtedly inadvertent, but nevertheless the ship 
relied upon the inventory sheets received from the Air Navigation Office 
until the material itself could be unpacked and inventoried. Hence the short- 
ages were not disclosed until after the ship had departed Pearl Harbor, and 
then it was too late to notify either Barbers' Point or forward a spee^etter 
requesting delivery of the missing itans in Japan, Except for this incident, 
the cooperation and services of the Air Navigation Office at Barbers' Point 
was satisfactory, 

(c) Air Navigation Office, NAS Atsugi 

Althou^ most of the- intelligence material required was aboard 
pidLor to -arrival in Japan, members of COMFaIRJAP staff rendered the ship 
invaluable service. The ma.ior deficiencies concerned vaidous types of svurvi- 
val gear and WiS L-751 series 1:50,000 scale maps. The urgently needed survi- 
val gear was requested both by dispatch and by a speedletter delivered by the 
first aircraft flown into Atsugi on 26 July, The ship arrived in Yokosxika on 
a Saturday afternoon and the survival gear was delivered on board Sund^ 
afternoon, A scant thirty six hours elapsed between the receipt of the 
request by COMFAIRJAP and the delivery of the items to the ship. Such pranpt 
action is no small tidbute to the coordination and efficiency of the air 
Navigation Officer and the COMFAIEJaP Intelligence, Material, and Suply 
Officers, Their efforts vere somevdrat hindered by the fact that the items 
were obtained over a weekend period, and where certain items could not be 
readily obtained, acceptable substitutes were provided. The timely delivery 
of the survival material alleviated a critical shortage and provided an 
immeasurable bo-'st to the morale of the pilots in general. Prompt action ly 
COMFAIRJAP in the matter is deeply appreciated, 

(2) The high consxamption of 1:50,000 scale maps in the Navy area of 
responsibility has continued throughout the second period on the line. The 
estimated attrition rate has been about twelve percent, but the primary diff- 
iculty has been caused by the fact that any sector of the Navy area may be 
selected for concentrated strikes. 

Hence, the supply of maps available on any particular area is soon 
ejdiausted, and on one occasion depleted stocks were partially replaced by maps 
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received from another carrier vdiich had ;}ust retximed to the line from Yoko- 
suka, Consequently, a minimum stock* df 60 copies of each 1: 50,CXX) map in the 
Navy area will be carried aboard in the hope that this will eliminate the 
exhaustion of the supply of particular maps during one operating pera.od. 




B. B, C. LOVETT 



Copy to’;- 
CNO (2) Advance 
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Fronu Commanding Officer 

Toj Chief of Naval Operations 

Via: (1) Conanander Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN 

(2) Cmmander SEVENTH Fleet 

(3) Conmander Naval Forces, Far East 

(4) Commaider in Chief, U«S, Pacific Fleet 



DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR tMTERVAl^ 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS 
000 OIR 5200.10 



Subjt Acti<Mi Report for the period 1 November through 24 November 1952 
Ref: (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480.4 

Old: (1) Air Task Group TWO Action Report, 1 Nov«riber to 24 November 1952, 

1, In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the period l->24 
November 1952 is hereby sutanitted. 



PART I GENERAL NARRATIVE 



a. During the period 1-24 November 1952, USS ESSEX (CVA-9) was a unit of 
Task Force SEVE21TY SEVEN \diich at various time included the following additional 
units: USS BON HOMME RICHARD (CVA-31), ComCaiDiv ONE, RADM, W. D. JOHNSON, USN, 

embarked; USS KEAHSARffi ; (CV jU 33) , ComCarDiv FIVE , RaDM. R, F. HICKEY, USN, 
embarked; USS MISSOUFO: (BB-63), ComSEVENTHFlt, VADM J. J. CLARK , USN, embarked; 
USS ORISKANY (CVA-34)# and other support and screening ships. 



b, Duiring this period ESSEX operated off the East Coast of Korea in accord- 
ance with CTF 77 Operations Order 2-52 plus supplemental plans and orders issued 
during this period. 



c. The mission of this force was as set forth in CTF 77 Operations Order 
2-52. 



PART II CHRONOIOGICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 



ESSEX departed the operating area for Yokosuka, Japan on 1 November, arriv- 
ing 3 NovCTiber, The ship remained in Yokosuka until 13 November for upkeep, 
rest and recreation, rejoining TP 77 and coramoicing operations on 14 November* 

The morning of 17 November ESSEX aircraft Joined with those of ORISKANY in a 
coordinated attack on Chongjin \diile KEARSARGE aircraft were striking Kilchu* 

In the aftemoon, KEARSAR® and ORISKANY aircfaft attacked Chongjin vihile ESSEIX 
ulanes concaatrated on supplies and warehouses at Kyongsong, On IS November 
the planes from ESSEX and KEARSARGE joined in a raid on the border city of 
Hoeryong, causing heavy damage to bridge, rail and billeting facilities. Through- 
out the remainder of the period ESSEX planes were executing heavy attacks on 
enanv frontline facilities and other supply and troop areas. On 20 November, 
the port Catapult suffered a major casualty vhile launching an F2H-2P, On 
24 November, ESSEX left the force to j:*etum to Y<^osuka for repairs to ihis 
catapult. 




PART III ordnance 

1. Ship’s Ordnance Expenditures for training was as follows: 

74 rounds 5"/38 AAC 

1 round 5”/38 (VT) none frag 
10 rounds 3’'/50 FCL (VT) Service 
317 rounds 3"/50 FCL (VT) non frag 

2, Air Ordnance. (See enclosure (1)) 

PART IV BATTLE DAMAGE 

Battle damage sustained by ESSEX aircraft and damage inflicted on the enen^ 
are listed in enclosure (1), The ship sustained no battle damage. 

PART V PERSONl^’EL PERFOHMAIICE AND CASUALTIES 



The performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has been a 
factor requiring no special attention, ixction casualties were three pilots 
of Air Task Group TWO; details are included in enclosure (1). There was 
one psychiatric disorder: PATTERSON, Cecils Ray, RD3, 231 88 58, USN was 

admitted to the sick list frtan CIC at 2200, 23 November 1952 with Schizo- 
phrenic Reaction, 

PART VI SPECIAL COM? ENTS 

1. Operations Department . 

a. Intelligence , COMCaRDIV FIVE has originated a method of distributing 
flak data idiich appears to be the best system used so far in the Korean V/ar, 
Flak is plotted on 1:250,000 maps, duplicates of which are run off on 
Ozalid foil transparencies, and distributed to the carriers in the force. 

This works in very well with the ESSEX flak system \diere all flak is plotted 
by ship's AIO’s on transportable maps vrtiich are then used by tiie squadron 
AIO's for their briefings. The 1:250,000 Ozalid foil transparencies are 
issued approximately every two weeks and are taped over a 1:250,000 map, 
which is used in biriefing all reconnaissance flints. Strikes are briefed 
from 1:50,000 maps, the data for >faich is taken primarily frrmi the index 
of flak issued by CTF 77 staff simultaneously with the transparencies. 

Haps are corrected daily from the data published in the TF Air Plan, Ihe 
problem of delection of the flak positions has been partially solved by is- 
stiing lists of positicms to be removed both in the Didly Air Plan and in 
the Bi-weekly Flak Summaries, 
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The plotting of machine gun postions has proven useless. The §uns are 
to easily moved, too hard to spot exactly either by PI or pilot reports, and 
too numerous to keep plotted, 

b, PhotograiAiic Interpretaticau Bamage assesment assignments in the front 
line area brought out the continued necessity for pre-strike photography. 

Small targets such as artillery positions and personnel bunkers are very dif- 
ficult to detect after having been bombed and require previous photography 
for accurate cmparison. Continued distribution of photography between car- 
riers is consideired imperative for accurate and ccmiplete photographic interpre- 
tation, Ccmipairision of photos is necessary for both damage assessmait proced** 
ures and routine surveillance. 



2, iiir Department 

a. Catapult. On 20 November 1952, while firing a F2H-2P from the port 
cataptult, machinery failiire resulted in the plane's loss of the towing bridle. 
The resultant runway shot caused major damage to the sheaves and cable system 
of the engine. The plane was unable to stop before reaching the end of the 
flight deck and crashed into the water, ^e pilot was rescued. The reason 
for failure has not yet been ascertained! however, n<m-functioning the runaway 
shot preventer is attributed to a broken CRP switch. The ship maintained 
scheduled operations throu^ 23 November with the starboard catap>ult. 



b. Aircraft Ordnance Handling Equipment. All MK5 2,000 lb bomb skids are in 
poor condition. Eight (8) of these skids have been on order for approximately 
ninety (90) days and to date only one (1) has been received. Due to the crit- 
ical need for these skids for operations, the ship's force is attempting to 
manufacture parts for repairs. 



3, Air Task Group T^D, (See enclosure (1)) 



, ' / 

B. B. C. LOVETT 
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From; 

To; 

Via: 



Comnanding Officer 
Chief of Naval Ope rations 

(1) Coimiander Task Force SEVEN 

(2) Cossnander S*EVENTH Fleet 

(3) Connander Naval Forces. Far East 

(4) 



OOWNGRADED W 9 VEaH 1NTERVW& 
<9ECLASSIFIE0 AFTER 12 YEARS 
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Commander in Chief, UtS. Pacific Fleet 



Subj; Action Report for the period 25 November 1952 through 13 January 1953 
Ref; (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480,4 

Enel; (1) Air Task Group TWO Action Report, 25 November 1952 through 13 Jan- 
uary 1953 



1, In accordance with reference (a), the Action Report for the period 25 
November 1952 through 13 January 1>53 is hereby submitted. 



PART I CENERAL NARRi^jllVE 



a. During the period 25 November 1952 through 13 January 1953, USS ESSEX 

(CVA-9) was a unit of Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN v4iich at various times includ- 
ed the following additional units; USS BON HOMJ'E RICHARD (CV;i-31), ComCarDiv 
ONE, RADM W. D. JOHNSON, USN, embarkedj USS KEaRSAHGE (CVrt-33), ComCarDiv FIVE; 
Rull R. F. HlCirki, m3, USS ViiLLEY FORGE (CVa- 45), ComCarDiv THREE, 

R DM A. SOUCEK, USJ, embarked; USS ORISKANY (CVA-34)j USS MISSOURI (BB-63), 
Coi.iSEVENTHFlt, VADM J. J,* CLARK, USN, embarked, and other support and screen— 
iijg ships , 

b. During this period ESSEX operated off the East Coast of Korea in ac- 
cordance with CTF 77 Operations Oixier 2-52 plus supplemental plans and sched- 
ules issued during this period, 

c« The mission of this force was as set forth in CTF 77 Operations Order 

2 - 52 . 

PART II CHIPNOLOGIGrX ORDER OF EVENTS 

ESSEX departed the operating area for Yokosiika, Japan on 25 November, ar- 
riving 26 November, Itie ship remained in Yokosuka xmtil 6 Decmber for emer- 
gency repairs to port catapult, rejoining TF-77 and commencing operations on 
8 December, On the morning of 9 December ESSEX aircraft raided railroad fa- 
cilities at Hunyung, Hiis was the noirthem-most raid of the Korean ¥ar, Si- 
imiltaneoiisly BON HOM^B RICHAiJD aircraft were raiding the Musan iron works and 
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OJZISKiiNY aircraft \the rail facilities at I^yesanjin, On that same aftemcx^ 
ESSSX aircraft raided Rashln rail facilities* jQn 22 December ESSEX aircraft 
joined vdth those of the KEAi^ArtGE and ORISK«NY to destroy billeting, vehicle 
shelters and const jructi on' facilities at the Kwangsuwon A/F, On 27 December 
ESSEX and KEAIiS.«iGE aircraft briefly revived the all-out main supply route 
interdiction program smashing strategic rail and highway bridges and other 
facilities. On 30 December Rashin rail facilities again felt the blows of 
ESSEX and KEaHSAHGE aircraft. Throughout the remainder of the period ESSEX 
aircraft were onployed in close air support and heavy attacks on enemy front- 
line positions, troop and supply areas. On 10 January ESSEX departed TF-77 
to return to Yokosuka fbr further routing to CONUS, arriving in Yokost:ika 13 
January, 

PART III OlfflNANCE 

1, Ship’s ordnance expend! txxres for training were as follows: 

104 rounds 5»/3S 
1 round 3"/50 FCL (VT) Service 
390 rounds 3»/50 FCL (YT) Non-frag 

2, Air Ordnance, (See Enclosure (1)) 

PART IV BhTTLE DAIJaGE 



Battle damage sustained by ESSEX aircraft and damage inflicted on the enemy 
are listed in enclosure (1), The ship sustained no battle damage. 

Part V PERSOMNSL PERFOIlMiJICE AND CriSUaLTIES 

The performance of all personnel has been excellent and morale has been a fac- 
tor requiring no spjecial attention. There weire no action casualties sustained 
by ship's company personnel. There was a minor epidemic of common colds and 
nppjer respiratory infections during the first two weeks of this period. There 
were no psychiatric disorders. Personnel performance and casualties of Air 
Task Group TWO are included in enclosure (1), 

PART VI SPECIAL COMMENTS 

1, Administrative, 

a. Public Information, ESSEX concurs in recommendations made by other 
carrlersVHj \ai ther e..should be a minlmun of two f vOi-time rated jour^ialists. as- 
signed to PIO, ESSEX has good facilities for transmitting newsworthy photo- 
g raph s but was handicapped in having to send dispatches to ComNavFE to arrange 
transmission schedtiles. It is believed a regular schedule shoxild be set up 
for radio transmission of photographs. In this way, photos of Immediate pub- 
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a. To give CIC watch officer# a tetter understanding of the functions per- 
fozmed on the bridge, a program has been in effect to qualify them as Officers 
of the Deck underway* T^s has been accomplished by having two of the CIC watch 
or.ficers on the deck watch list until qualified, and then replacing them with 
bwo others* The exchange training of CIC enlisted personnel and VC-11 Detach- 
ment enlisted airborne controllers has been continued. The personnel involved 
have been been very enthusiastic about this training and considerable mutual ben- 
fit has resulted, 

3« Air Department, 

a. Catapult, All catapult operations were normal* In the previous actijjn 

report it was noted that the port catapult received extensive damage from a run- 
away shot. During the ship:*^ St Yokosuka, new sheaves, cables, shuttle, 

instruments and piping were installed by the ship’s force and SRF Yokosuka, Re- 
pairs and tests were successfzilly ccmpleted on 5 Decfember 1952 » 

b. Arresting Gear, All arresting gear operations were routine with the ex- 
ception of three barrier crashes. All crashes were caused by material failure 
of the F9F-2 arresting hook shoes, which split upon engaging the arresting pen- 
dant, The maximum nianber of landings on these hooks was twenty-one and in all 
cases the hooks were carefully inspected after every landing, 

c. Maintenance, Some trouble was experienced with the TS-250 range cali- 
brator during this period due to crystal failures, but in general electronic 
maintenance was very satisfactory. A new shielded cage was fabricated of alum- 
inum sheet for the AEj3JiM6'^l‘adio direction finder loop. This cage greatly improved 
the signal to noise ratio over the previous wire mesh cage. 

Difficulty has been experienced during this period in keeping the Model X- 
4210 and X-4439 oxygen pumps in an operating status. The high pressure output 
required of the pjumps to recharge the Spen oxygen servicing trailers caused the 
high and low pressure cylinders to require renewal of "V” pxickinga after five 
hours of operation. The Oxygen-Nitrogen system to be installed during the forth- 
coming Navy Yard period should rectify this situation. 

Ordnance , The shortage of senior rated personnel continues to be the 
greatest operating problem. This problem has existed since the beginning of ' 
this Korean tour and has made it necessary to put lower rated personnel in re- 
sponsible billets. These men have neither the experience or training required 
to properly carry out their assigned px>sitior,s without close supervision, Ihis 
creates an added work load, Icxiger hours and hardship on the few higher rated 
men, 

4. Air Task Group TWO, (See enclosure (1)) 

/y'/j r A. f^/" 

B. B. C. LOVETT 




Copy to: 

J-.'O (2) Advance 
CIFCPaCFLT (2) Advance 
CINCPACFLT EVALUATION GROUP 
COM.:VFE (1) Advance 
COMNAVFE EVALUATION GROUP 
COKSEVENTHFLT (1) Advance 
CTF-77 (1) Advance 
ComCarDiv 1 
ComCarDiv 3 
ComCarDiv 5 
COMAIRPAC (10) 

OOPSERVPAC 
COFFAIRALAPEDA 
COVFAIRjAPi\N 
NAVAL WAR COLLEGE 
USS BOXER (CVA-21) 

USS BON RICHiiRD (CVA-31) 

USS KFARSi\RGS (CVA-33) 

USS ORISKANY (CV/ir-34) 

USS PRINCETON (CVA-37) 

USS VALLEY VORGE (CVA-45) 

USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CVA-47) 

CVG-2 

CVG-5 

CPG-7 

CVG-9 

CVG-11 

CVG-15 

CVG-19 

CVG-lOl 

CVG-102 

AT'"-! 

ATG-2 (5) 
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